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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan in
Manila
November 19, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is good once again
to be with my friend, Prime Minister Abe, and
the Japanese delegation. We have been able to
forge, I think, an excellent relationship on a
whole host of issues and this gives us an oppor-
tunity to continue to discuss both our security
cooperation and our economic cooperation.

The United States-Japanese alliance is one
of the linchpins of our security as well as Ja-
pan’s, and this gives us an opportunity to con-
tinue to deepen that relationship, building off
the discussions we’ve had in Washington. It in-
cludes the realignment in Okinawa. I want to
congratulate Prime Minister Abe on his recent
legislation related to bolstering Japanese de-
fense capabilities, and it will give us a chance
to talk about a wide range of threats, both re-
gionally and internationally.

I also want to express my appreciation for
the hard work that Shinzo has been involved
with in building up stronger regional under-
standings. The trilateral meetings that have
been taking place between Japan, China, and
South Korea I think are especially important.
And Shinzo and I both share an interest in con-
tinuing to foster rule of law, supporting inter-
national norms in areas like navigation—free-
dom of navigation and maritime law. And
again, this bilateral gives us an opportunity to
examine how we can work with some of the re-
gional organizations like ASEAN in order to
continue to maintain the stability and—that
has been the hallmark of this region and has al-
lowed for extraordinary prosperity and growth.

And finally, we’ll be discussing a wide range
of economic issues coming out of our meeting
at the G–20. Both of us are interested in ratify-
ing and implementing the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership, which has been a major topic of con-
versation here at APEC and the G–20. There’s
a recognition that these kinds of high-standard
rules that provide enforceable protections for
labor and the environment are the wave of the
future and could not have been done without
Shinzo’s leadership. We’ll also be talking about

the climate change conference in Paris, and
the importance of all of us working together in
order to achieve a strong agreement that can
protect the planet for future generations.

So I want to say that on every issue that is of
great importance to the United States of
America, we’ve got a great partner in Japan
and we very much appreciate it.

Prime Minister Abe. Well, first of all, I feel
like it’s been long since we had a thorough dis-
cussion between us, since the last time I had
this discussion with you, back in April, in
Washington, DC. And also, thank you very
much for your congratulatory message with re-
gard to the passage of the legislation for peace
and security. I achieved this development back
in September. And also, I appreciate your kind
remarks about the most recent holding of the
trilateral summit among Japan, the Republic of
Korea, and China.

And also, I’d like to underscore that the hos-
pitality that you extended—and also the First
Lady extended—to both of us is something
that I won’t forget about. And taking this op-
portunity, I would like to express my apprecia-
tion for that. And I believe my wife Akie might
have already told you yesterday over dinner,
but both myself and Akie are very much look-
ing forward to welcoming Mr. President and
the First Lady to the G–7 summit, which will
be held in Ise Shima next year.

During my visit to the United States, togeth-
er with you, Barack, we reaffirmed that there is
a robust alliance between Japan and the Unit-
ed States. And after the visit, progress has been
made in promoting our cooperation, for in-
stance, in the economic context, such as in the
areas of energy and infrastructure. I am de-
lighted to know that there is now a basic agree-
ment between us on public financing of coal-
fired power generation and also the Federal
funding has been provided to a maglev project
so I am very pleased to see that we are achiev-
ing concrete results.
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So, against that backdrop, I would like to
turn this summit meeting into an occasion
where we add a new introductory chapter for
our renewed Japan-U.S. cooperation, through
which we effectively utilize our robust alliance
for the peace, stability, and prosperity region-
ally—namely, in the Asia-Pacific—and also,
eventually, globally.

In our joint vision statement, which was re-
leased during my visit to the United States
back in April, both of us confirmed that we will
collaborate with each other through Japan’s
policy of what I call proactive contribution to
peace, based on the principle of international
cooperation and the U.S. rebalance policy. We

also confirmed that we will further cooperate
in ensuring regional peace, stability, and pros-
perity. So I would like to have a candid discus-
sion with you, Barack, today on specific ways to
materialize such cooperation. In addition, I
very much look forward to having a discussion
in addressing global challenges, including cli-
mate change.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:38 p.m. in the
garden tent at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza Ma-
nila hotel. Prime Minister Abe spoke in Japa-
nese, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at a Young Southeast Asian
Leaders Initiative Town Hall at Taylor’s University in Subang Jaya, Malaysia
November 20, 2015

The President. Hello, everybody! Everybody,
have a seat. Thank you so much. Well, good af-
ternoon. This is a—[applause]. Thank you! This
is a very good-looking group. [Laughter] I want
to thank Carrie for the introduction and your
outstanding work to empower women in Singa-
pore. Give Carrie a big round of applause. It is
wonderful to be back in Malaysia. I want to
thank everybody at Taylor’s University for host-
ing us. Give them a big round of applause. And
I want to thank the Government and the people
of Malaysia for their hospitality and leadership
this year in hosting ASEAN. So selamat petang.
[Laughter]

I was just at the APEC summit in the Philip-
pines. [Applause] The—well, we’ve got—the
Philippines are in the house. And so I just
landed a few minutes ago, and this is my first
stop. Summits like APEC and ASEAN are im-
portant, and I meet with all these leaders, and
we take pictures, and we talk about all kinds of
things. So I don’t mind spending time with old-
er people like me. [Laughter] But one of the
things that I love doing most on these trips is
the time I spend with young people like you,
because your energy and your idealism and
your optimism—because that reflects the fu-
ture and the promise of the ASEAN region.

I’m not going to give a long speech because
this is a town hall and I want to spend most of
my time in a conversation with you. I did one
of these when I was here in K.L. last year.
Once again, what I really want to do is take
your questions, have a conversation about your
hopes and your ideas, how you see the future.
But I do want to briefly explain why I believe a
partnership with America is so important.

As you know, I’ve got a strong personal con-
nection to Southeast Asia. I spent time as a
young boy in Indonesia. My sister Maya is—
[applause]—Indonesia is in the house. And my
sister Maya is half-Indonesian; she was born in
Jakarta. My mother spent years working in ru-
ral villages in this region, empowering women.
And so the rich tradition of the Pacific—the
food, the people, which—I like the people, and
I really like the food—[laughter]—this is part
of who I am and how I see the world.

But even if I didn’t have that special attach-
ment, I would still know that the United States
has to be a partner with Southeast Asia. It’s
critical for our shared future. It’s home to so
much of humanity, home to some of the
world’s fastest growing economies. And that’s a
key focus of my foreign policy: deepening en-
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