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the Internet, the most remarkable piece of in-
frastructure ever devised by mankind—and,
Mr. President, as leaders of two countries com-
mitted to freedom and always a little skeptical
of government, it’s important to remember
that the growth of the Internet has been large-
ly affected without the involvement of govern-
ment, which is why both of us—both of our
countries support maintaining the current gov-
ernance arrangements for the Internet so that
it is largely—or is entirely governed by the In-
ternet community, as opposed for being dictat-
ed to by governments.

So, all in all, it’s been, as I think we both ex-
pected, a very productive and constructive dis-
cussion. We've had a very useful time, T think,
in Turkey. And we were both shocked by the
terrible attack in Paris. It was a sobering re-
minder of the threat that terrorism poses to us.
But there was comfort in this: total solidarity
and sympathy with the people of France. It
was absolutely united. The leadership shown
by the nations represented there was as solid as
I'm sure we will see, for what we know we’ll
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see from the leaders here at APEC. And the
great leadership shown, particularly in this dif-
ficult challenge, by the leaders of the large
Muslim nations there—President Widodo; our
host, President Erdogan; Prime Minister Najib
of Malaysia—was very welcome, indeed.

So, it was, it—we’ve come from a very suc-
cessful meeting in Antalya, and we look for-
ward to another very successful international
meeting here in Manila.

President Obama. Good. Thank you.

Prime Minister Turnbull. Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:47 p.m. at the
Sofitel Philippine Plaza Manila hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Minister for Trade and
Investment Andrew J. Robb of Australia. He
also referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization. Prime
Minister Turnbull referred to President Joko
“Jokowi” Widodo of Indonesia; and President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Benigno S. Aquino IIT of the
Philippines and an Exchange With Reporters in Manila, Philippines

November 18, 2015

President Aquino. I'm honored to welcome
our very good friend, President Barack Obama,
and his delegation to the Philippines.

Prior to engaging in comprehensive ex-
changes in this week’s APEC economic meet-
ing, President Obama and I took the opportu-
nity to meet and continue our discussions on
the enduring bilateral partnership between the
Philippines and the United States. We reaf-
firmed our treaty alliance, the strategic part-
nership, and the historic friendship between
our countries. I'm confident that this firm
foundation of broad cooperation and shared
values will enable the Philippines and the
United States to face the challenges of the
present and those in the decades to come.

Our defense and security alliance com-
menced more than 60 years ago to this day. It
remains a cornerstone of peace and stability in

the Asia-Pacific. As a treaty ally of the United
States, the Philippines receives security assis-
tance from the U.S. Government, particularly
through the foreign military financing pro-
gram. We recognize with the deepest apprecia-
tion the significant contribution to our efforts
by the United States, contributions that help us
ensure that we can ably respond to current se-
curity challenges, particularly in the area of
maritime security and maritime domain aware-
ness.

The National Coast Watch Center, complet-
ed early this year, was constructed with signifi-
cant assistance from the United States. This
project was first discussed during my visit to
Washington, DC, in 2012, and our administra-
tion is very pleased to see it come to fruition
this year.
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Today President Obama and I discussed a
number of avenues of cooperation. There is
the Philippine Strategic Trade Management
Act, which will enforce measures to prevent
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion from or within the Philippines in fulfill-
ment of our international obligations. We look
forward to its implementation upon the com-
pletion of domestic procedures.

We also exchanged views on cybersecurity
threats and resolved to explore cooperation in
this area, knowing full well that all countries
have a stake in maintaining peace and order in
cyberspace, so that principles of international
law can be applied. This area of collaboration
with the United States can impact positively on
the capacity of the Philippine Government ef-
fectively and swiftly respond to cybersecurity
threats and challenges.

President Obama and I, likewise, had the
discussion of maritime security, including on
the maritime disputes in the region and how
international law should remain the framework
for behavior of all countries and for the peace-
ful resolution of disputes. I take this opportuni-
ty to reiterate the Philippines’ view that the
freedom of navigation and overflight in the
South China Sea must be continuously upheld
consistent with international law.

On the economic front, we welcome the
continued strengthening of trade and invest-
ment relations between our countries. I con-
veyed the keen interest of the Philippines in
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, and we hope
that the United States, as one of our most im-
portant economic partners, can assist us in the
process.

The Philippines is also proud to announce
that the first Millennium Challenge Coopera-
tion compact is nearing completion, and the
Philippines has been deemed eligible for a sec-
ond MCC compact. The Philippine and U.S.
governments are working closely in the devel-
opment of projects to be implemented under
the second compact.

We discussed climate change, and our two
governments are looking forward to fruitful
discussions at the COP21 in Paris, which will
start later this month. As a country highly vul-
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nerable to climate and disaster risks, the Phil-
ippines underscores the importance of all
countries contributing to the global effort to
address the problem of climate change for the
benefit of future generations.

Finally, President Obama and I reiterated
the longstanding and multilayered engagement
between our two peoples, and we pledged to
ensure that our two countries work together
not only to strengthen defense cooperation and
increase mutual prosperity, but also to foster
more meaningful ties between our people.

Thank you. Good day.

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much, President Aquino, for your warm wel-
come. It is wonderful to be back in the Philip-
pines. I have very fond memories of my state
visit last year, and once again, I can feel the
friendship and hospitality of the Filipino peo-
ple. So salamat.

We're here as President Aquino and the
Philippines host the APEC summit. And this is
a reflection of Filipino leadership. Mr. Presi-
dent, I especially want to commend you for the
summit’s focus on growth that is inclusive and
sustainable and that helps lift up small busi-
nesses and empowers more women.

Of course, the Philippines and the United
States are great allies, so this is an occasion for
me to reaffirm our unwavering commitment to
the security and defense of the Philippines. We
stand shoulder to shoulder—balikatan. T'm
grateful for my partnership with President
Aquino, who’s been a valuable and trusted
friend to the United States.

Here in the Philippines, you're pursuing re-
forms and good governance. Together, we sup-
port a rule-based order in the region, which is
critical to regional security and the global
economy.

Our rebalance to the Asia-Pacific is rooted
in our treaty alliances, including with the Phil-
ippines. Our enhanced defense cooperation
agreement, when implemented, will bring our
militaries even closer together. And we're es-
pecially committed to ensuring maritime secu-
rity in the region, including freedom of naviga-
tion. During my visit yesterday with members
of the Filipino Armed Forces, I was able to an-



nounce that we're increasing our maritime se-
curity assistance to the Philippines to record
levels, including two new vessels.

We discussed the impact of China’s land
reclamation and construction activities on re-
gional stability. We agree on the need for bold
steps to lower tensions, including pledging to
halt further reclamation, new construction,
and militarization of disputed areas in the
South China Sea. As President Aquino indicat-
ed, disputes need to be resolved peacefully.
That’s why the United States supports the Phil-
ippines’” decisions to use arbitration under the
U.N. Convention of the Law of the Sea to
peacefully and lawfully address differences.

We also had a chance to discuss the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, which is a pillar of Ameri-
ca’s rebalance in the region. We welcome the
Philippines’ interest in TPP. And we’ve direct-
ed our Trade Ministers to have discussions
about how TPP is going to be implemented
among the original 12 countries and how we
can work with the Philippines to follow
through on their interest. TPP is designed to
be an open and inclusive trade pact for coun-
tries that can meet its high standards.

And finally, we discussed the urgent chal-
lenge of climate change, a threat to which the
Phi%{ippines is especially vulnerable. I appre-
ciate the contribution that President Aquino
has made in climate talks over the last year.
The Philippines has recognized the impor-
tance of a global agreement for the future of
this country and the world, and we look for-
ward to a successful outcome in Paris.

So again, Mr. President, thank you so much
for your welcome and your leadership of the
APEC summit. And thank you to the Filipino
people for their friendship and hospitality.

Moderator. President Obama and President
Aquino will now take questions from the me-
dia. For the Philippine media, may I call on
Ms. Joyce Panares from the Standard?

Philippines-China Maritime Dispute/Philip-
pines-U.S. Defense Cooperation
Q. For both Presidents, please. Since the

U.S. is supportive of the Philippine arbitration,
did you have a chance to discuss whether other
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claimants should also take that track? And also,
with the EDCA pending before the Supreme
Court, what role can the Philippines play in the
pivot—in the Asian pivot of the United States?

President Aquino. Well, on the first part of
the question, we have—we didn’t discuss get-
ting other claimants to join us in arbitration
with America. But we have been discussing
with some of the other claimants who have
been asking us our experience and the studies
we have done leading us to the arbitration
move. I think you just pan—if you look at a
search of previous statements with other claim-
ant countries indicative of—they were watch-
ing us closely in this arbitration battle and are
very close to a decision whether or not to join
us in arbitration.

And the role of the Philippines in the pivot,
well, we are one of the oldest allies of America
in the region. There is the longstanding treaty,
the Mutual Defense Treaty of 1951. And the
enhanced defense cooperation agreement
seeks to make the operation—operationaliza-
tion of both forces that much more real, be-
cause we will really have—on the Philippines’
part, we will have access to the most modern
technology that will bring us into higher capa-
bilities. And that’s how we welcome—why we
welcome—well, very open arms this agree-
ment pending before our Supreme Court.

Now, as America gets the use of our bases to
be able to have more stability in its ability to
project its own power within the region in an
effort to help in the stability and the orderli-
ness and the diffusion of the tension within the
region.

Thank you.

President Obama. As I've stated earlier,
we're not claimants ourselves, but we fully
support a process in which, through interna-
tional law and international norms, these is-
sues are resolved. And we look forward to
working with all parties to move disputes
through these channels.

With respect to the enhanced defense coop-
eration agreement, obviously the Philippines
has to go through its process and the Supreme
Court review. But we're confident that it’s go-
ing to get done and we’re going to be able to
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implement effectively the provisions and the
ideas that have come forward during the
course of these discussions.

The broader point is, is that as a treaty ally
we have a rock-solid commitment to the de-
fense of the Philippines. And part of our goal is
to continue to help our treaty partners build up
capacity, to make sure that the architecture of
both defense work, but also humanitarian work
and other important activities in the region, are
coordinated more effectively. And we think
that the enhanced defense cooperation agree-
ment is going to help us do that. Okay?

Moderator. Press Secretary Josh Earnest.

White House Press Secretary Joshua R. Ear-
nest. The next question will come from Kath-
leen Hennessey from the Associated Press.

Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement/Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) Terrorist
Organization/Russia-U.S. Cooperation in Syr-
ia/Syrian Refugees/2016 Presidential Election

Q. Excuse me. Thanks very much for doing
this. First, to President Obama. You're under
increasing pressure to coordinate on the anti-
ISIL campaign, perhaps with Moscow. Presi-
dent Hollande is pushing for a more unified re-
sponse. I'm wondering if you're ready to start
coordinating with Vladimir Putin in a more—
in a deeper way, if you feel like you trust him
and can trust him on this at this point and if
that more coordinated response might involve
supporting France’s invoking of article 5 of the
NATO treaty.

And then also to—actually, T have one relat-
ed question on that.

President Obama. It’s all right. Go ahead.

Q. If you also wanted to comment at all on
some of the discussion back at home about al-
lowing Syrian refugees into the U.S.

President Obama. Good.

Q. There have been some lawmakers talking
about closing——

President Obama. Yes, I've got some com-
ments on that.

Q. Yes, I thought you might.

And, President Aquino, as you look at join-
ing—considering joining the TPP down the
road, I'm wondering if it gives you any pause
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that the President is facing some serious oppo-
sition to the deal back at home, particularly
from the leading Democratic candidate to re-
place him. Thank you.

President Obama. Okay. I'm going to com-
ment on all three though. [Laughter] There is
not a trade deal that has been done in modern
American politics that’s not occasionally chal-
lenging, but we get it done. And I'm confident
we're going to be able to get it done. So I just
want to stick my two cents in on that one.

With respect to the activities of France,
Moscow, and our coalition, from the start, our
goal has been to unify the entire world around
a concerted effort against ISIL. And that’s why
we lead a 65-nation coalition that has been sys-
tematically going after ISIL on the ground, but
also trying to cut off their financing, cut off
their oil exports, identify high-value targets.

And as I indicated in Turkey during my
press conference, we continue to examine
what’s working well, what’s not working as
well. We adjust strategy in accordance with
what we're seeing on the ground and continu-
ally encouraging other countries to do more.

So, obviously, in light of what happened in
Paris, I think President Hollande wants to step
up and be more involved in the work that we
have been doing. He was already an excellent
partner, and I welcome the fact that they're
now willing to step up some of the strikes that
they've been taking in Syria. And in fact, we're
obviously helping to facilitate them doing so.
There’s been very close coordination from the
start between Paris and the United States in
the French response.

With respect to Moscow, from the start, I've
also welcomed Moscow going after ISIL. The
problem has been that in their initial military
incursion into Syria, they've been more fo-
cused on propping up Mr. Asad and targeting
the moderate opposition, as opposed to target-
ing those folks who threaten us, Europe, and
Russia as well. And T've had repeated discus-
sions—first in New York at the United Nations
General Assembly and then most recently in
Turkey—with President Putin that if in fact he
shifts his focus and the focus of his military to
what is the principal threat, which is ISIL, then



that is something that we very much want to
see.

That’s not how they’ve been operating over
the last several weeks. It may be that now, hav-
ing seen ISIL take down one of their airliners
in a horrific accident, that that reorientation
continues. And we’ll be in discussions with
Moscow and Mr. Putin to see if that will con-
tinue.

We can’t separate that out from the broader
issue of how do we settle the war in Syria. And
for the last several weeks, Russia has been a
constructive partner in Vienna in trying to cre-
ate a political transition. There is obviously a
catch, which is, Moscow still is interested in
keeping Asad in power; we do not believe that
we can arrive at a political settlement so long as
he remains President. But those differences
have not prevented us from looking at how can
we set up a cease-fire, how can we move for-
ward on setting up a political transition period
that could lead to new elections. And we will
continue to work with not just Russia, but all
the parties in the region, to see if we can arrive
at a political solution.

If we get a better understanding with Russia
about the process for bringing an end to the
Syrian civil war, that obviously opens up more
opportunities for coordination with respect to
ISIL. And so the two things can’t be complete-
ly separated. But we’re going to wait and see
whether in fact Russia does end up devoting
more attention to targets that are ISIL targets.
And if it does so, then that’s something we wel-
come. That’s exactly what I've been arguing for
since we set up this anti-ISIL coalition. And
that’s what I've been arguing to all our coali-
tion partners and those who have not been in
the coalition over the last several years.

With respect to the refugee debate that’s
been taking place, I gather, while we've been
gone, what happened in Paris is terrible. And
because you have this vibrant, modern, open,
diverse, tolerant Western city that reminds us
of home, that reminds us of our own cafes and
our own parks and our own stadiums, I under-
stand why the American people have been par-
ticularly affected by the gruesome images that
have happened there.
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And it is important for us to be reminded
that we have to be vigilant, that rooting out
these terrorist networks and protecting the
homeland is hard work, and we can’t be com-
placent or lulled into thinking somehow that
we are immune from these kinds of attacks.
That’s why we built an entire infrastructure
over the last decade-plus to make it much
harder for terrorists to attack us, to go after ter-
rorists where they live and plan these attacks,
to coordinate with our partners and our allies,
to improve our intelligence. All the work that
we've been doing in our intelligence communi-
ties and our military over the last decade is in
recognition of the fact that this is something
we should be concerned about and we've got
to work hard to prevent it.

But we are not well served when, in re-
sponse to a terrorist attack, we descend into
fear and panic. We don’t make good decisions
if it’s based on hysteria or an exaggeration of
risks. And I think the refugee debate is an ex-
ample of us not being well served by some of
the commentary that’s been taking place by of-
ficials back home and in the media.

Understand, under current law, it takes any-
where from, on average, 18 to 24 months to
clear a refugee to come into the United States.
They are subjected to the most rigorous pro-
cess conceivable. The intelligence community
vets fully who they are. Biometrics are applied
to determine whether they are, in fact, some-
body who might threaten the United States.
There is an entire apparatus of all of our law
enforcement agencies and the center that we
use for countering terrorism to check and en-
sure that a refugee is not admitted that might
cause us harm.

And if anything, over the last several years
that the refugee crisis has emerged in Europe,
we’ve been criticized that it is too—so cumber-
some that it’s very difficult for us to show the
kind of compassion that we need to for these
folks who are suffering under the bombings of
Asad and the attacks of ISIL. They're victims
of this terrorism.

And so, if there are concrete, actual sugges-
tions to enhance this extraordinary screening
process that’s already in place, we’re welcome—
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we're open to hearing actual ideas. But that’s not
really what’s been going on in this debate. When
candidates say we wouldn’t admit 3-year-old or-
phans, that’s political posturing. When individu-
als say that we should have a religious test and
that only Christians—proven Christians—should
be admitted, that’s offensive and contrary to
American values.

I cannot think of a more potent recruitment
tool for ISIL than some of the rhetoric that’s
been coming out of here during the course of
this debate. ISIL seeks to exploit the idea that
there is a war between Islam and the West.
And when you start seeing individuals in posi-
tions of responsibility, suggesting that Chris-
tians are more worthy of protection than Mus-
lims are in a war-torn land, that feeds the ISIL
narrative. It's counterproductive, and it needs
to stop.

And I would add, by the way, these are the
same folks oftentimes who suggest that they’re
so tough that just talking to Putin or staring
down ISIL or using some additional rhetoric
somehow is going to solve the problems out
there. But apparently, they're scared of widows
and orphans coming into the United States of
America as part of our tradition of compassion.
First, they were worried about the press being
too tough on them during debates. Now
they’re worried about 3-year-old orphans. That
doesn’t sound very tough to me.

So I—if there are specific suggestions about
what it is that is not already being done under
this rigorous 18- to 24-month process to admit
refugees and the screening that’s taking place
by an entire set of U.S. agencies that are spe-
cialists in countering terrorism, if they've got a
specific suggestion, then they can make it. But
that’s not really what’s been going on.

They've been playing on fear in order to try
to score political points or to advance their
campaigns. And it’s irresponsible. And it’s con-
trary to who we are. And it needs to stop, be-
cause the world is watching.

I was proud when there were—the attacks
in Boston took place and we did not resort to
fear and to panic. Boston Strong. People went
to the ballgame that same week and sang the
national anthem and went back to the stores
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and went back to the streets. That’s how you
defeat ISIL. Not by trying to divide the coun-
try or suggest somehow that our tradition of
compassion should stop now.

All right. Oh, one last thing: With respect to
Congress, I know that there’s been discussion
about legislation suddenly surfacing around
refugees. I've been waiting for a year and a
half, or more, for legislation that would autho-
rize the military activities that we're carrying
out in Syria as we speak and have not been able
to get anything out of Congress. And now, sud-
denly, they’re able to rush in, in a day or two,
to solve the threat of widows and orphans and
others who are fleeing a war-torn land, and
that’s their most constructive contribution to
the effort against ISIL? That doesn’t sound
right to me. And T suspect it won’t sound right
to the American people.

Sorry, Mr. President, I had a lot to say on
that one.

President Aquino. No problem. [Laughter]
Very educational, Mr. President. [Laughter]

With regards to trade, we have a political
system that is very similar to that that exists in
the United States of America. We are both fac-
ing elections come next year. We recognize the
pressure to make populist statements at this
point in time. At the end of the election period,
there will be sobriety, and the argument that
not opening ourselves up to a bigger market
and freer access to that bigger market cannot
be made. Therefore, we think that once elec-
tions are over, that current voice will die down,
and there will be new champions of increased
free trade amongst all countries.

President Obama. President Aquino is more
succinct. [Laughter] All right. Good? That’s it.
Thank you.

Moderator. Thank you, President Obama.
Thank you, President Aquino. And thank you
members of the press. This press conference is
now concluded.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
9:19 a.m. at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza Manila
hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Secretary
of Trade and Industry Gregory Domingo of
the Philippines; President Bashar al-Asad of



Syria; President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin
of Russia; Gov. Christopher J. Christie of New
Jersey; Sen. R. Edward “Ted” Cruz; and for-
mer Gov. John E. “Jeb” Bush of Florida. He al-
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so referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization. A report-
er referred to former Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

Remarks During a Panel Discussion at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

CEO Summit in Manila
November 18, 2015

The President. Thank you. Everybody,
please have a seat. Well, good morning.

Audience members. Good morning,

The President. I understand that Jack set the
place on fire this morning already with his re-
marks—[laughter]—so he’s a hard act to fol-
low. And I'm going to keep my remarks brief
because, unlike some previous APEC CEO
summits where I've just made a speech, we've
got an opportunity, I think, to hear from a cou-
ple of outstanding individuals. I want to thank
Jack, as well as Aisa Mijeno, for joining us. And
you'll find out more about Aisa—you probably
know about Jack—but she’s outstanding and, T
think, an example of why I feel extraordinarily
optimistic about our future.

It is wonderful to be back in the Philippines.
We appreciate President Aquino and the Fili-
pino people for their warm welcome and for
their leadership in hosting this year’s APEC
summit. So, to our Filipino hosts, salamat po.

This is my fifth opportunity to be with you at
the APEC CEO summit. I'm halfway through
an around-the-world trip to Turkey, the Philip-
pines, and Malaysia. I am crossing every time
zone. [Laughter] And at each stop, we’re work-
ing to boost economic growth that’s inclusive,
that benefits all people. In Antalya, the G20
nations committed to take specific steps to
boost growth, including investments in areas
like infrastructure and small-business develop-
ment. Here at APEC, we're working to deepen
our economic cooperation in a way that is sus-
tainable for our communities. And in Kuala
Lumpur, T'll discuss one of the most important
steps we can take to grow our economies, and
that’s the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

Now, as business leaders in the Asia-Pacific,
you have a great stake in each of these issues.

But the topic that I want to focus on today
could have a greater—even greater impact, not
just on your companies, but on every country
in this region and around the globe. And I'm
talking about the urgent and growing threat of
climate change. A challenge, but also, I would
argue, an opportunity.

No nation is immune to the consequences of
a changing climate. But with its many low-lying
islands, its coastal regions that are vulnerable
to flooding and land loss, few regions have
more at stake in meeting this challenge than
the Asia-Pacific region. Now, last year, in fact,
the island nation of Kiribati was purchased—or
purchased a plot of land in case its people, fu-
ture climate change refugees, need to seek
safety from the rising sea. And here in the Phil-
ippines, youre barely removed by about 2
years from Super Typhoon Haiyan, a storm
that claimed thousands of lives and cost bil-
lions of dollars in damage.

We know that no single weather event is
necessarily caused by climate change alone.
But the patterns and the science don’t lie:
Temperatures and sea levels are rising; ice caps
are melting; storms are strengthening. If we
want to prevent the worst effects of climate
change before it’s too late, the time to act is
now. And it is going to affect people’s bottom
lines. Agricultural production will be impacted
if we do not get on top of this. Economic dis-
ruptions, we will be able to price the costs in
serious ways. Already, insurance companies are
factoring it into their determinations.

And that’s why, in Paris, just 2 weeks from
now, we have to come together around an am-
bitious framework to protect the one planet
that we have while we still can. Now, the good
news is, already more than 160 countries
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