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commitment to the defense of our ally, the
Philippines. You can count on the United
States.

My visit here underscores our shared com-
mitment to the security of the waters of this re-
gion and to the freedom of navigation. This
watch center was built with U.S. grants. The
ship that T just toured, a former U.S. Coast
Guard vessel, helps the Philippines respond to
disasters, perform counterterrorism missions,
and patrol the South China Sea.

Today I can announce that we intend to
transfer two additional ships to the Philippine
Navy: a research vessel to help map its territo-
rial waters and another U.S. Coast Guard cut-
ter to bolster the Navy's ability to conduct
long-endurance patrols. It’s part of our larger
plan to increase maritime security assistance to
our allies and our partners across the region,
$250 million over the course of 2 years. More
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capable navies in partnership with the United
States are critical to the security of this region.

And I want to thank once again the mem-
bers of the Philippine Armed Forces for their
outstanding work. And, Mr. Secretary, I can
tell you that after inspection, the ship looks like
it’s in tip-top shape. Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:51 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of National
Defense Voltaire Gazmin of the Philippines;
Lt. Gen. Hernando Delfin Carmelo A. Iriberri,
Chief of Staff, Philippines Armed Forces; Rear
Adm. Jose Luis M. Alano, commander, Armed
Forces of the Philippines—Philippine Fleet;
Rear Adm. William M. Melad, deputy com-
mandant, Philippines Coast Guard; and Capt.
Vincent Sibala, commander, BRP Gregorio del
Pilar.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Malcolm B. Turnbull of

Australia in Manila
November 17, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a wonderful op-
portunity for me to have a lengthy discussion
with new Prime Minister Turnbull and his
team. One of the things when we speak to our
Australian partners is, there are very few things
we disagree on, and that’s not only because of
what I hope to be a growing friendship be-
tween myself and the Prime Minister, but the
lasting, enduring alliance that exists between
our two countries. There are very few coun-
tries around the world that matches the kinds
of continuous, comprehensive friendship and
partnership that we maintain with Australia.

There are strong people-to-people ties, ex-
traordinary cooperation on the security front,
where Australia is the second largest contribu-
tor to the counter-ISIL coalition, an enor-
mously helpful participant in our efforts to sta-
bilize and provide the opportunity for the Af-
ghan people to secure their own country.

On the economic front, we're strong trading
partners, and we very much appreciate the
constructive work that was done between our

Trade Ministers in completing TPP, which is
going to establish the kinds of high-standard
rules of the road in trade and commerce in
what accounts for 40 percent of the world’s
GDP here in the Asia-Pacific region.

We've had a chance to talk not only about
the continuing need to ramp up pressure
against ISIL and our collaboration in reaching
out to the Muslim world and working with
them to prevent radicalization and to prevent
the kinds of horrific terrorist attacks that we’ve
seen most recently in Paris, but we’ve also had
a chance to talk about how we can reach out to
our own people and Muslim communities in
order to ensure that they feel fully a part of
American and Australian democracy.

We had an excellent discussion around the
importance of maintaining freedom of naviga-
tion and maritime rules. Since neither of us are
claimants in some of the controversies that are
taking place in the South China Sea, it’s, I
think, very important for us simply to uphold
the basic principle that these issues should be
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resolved by international norms and rule of law
and peacefully settled. And we’re hopeful that
that can be accomplished.

And we had a chance to talk about our own
bilateral trade and exchanges. And as part of
that, I extended an invitation to the Prime
Minister to visit Washington sometime soon.
And he’s agreed, so we're going to be able to
set up a time. Unfortunately, it will probably
be in the winter, and it will be a little cold.
That’s always a little worrisome for folks down
under—[laughter]—but we’ll try to make it as
comfortable and as productive as possible.

So it’s not surprising that we had an excel-
lent meeting. This typically is how Americans
and Aussies get along. And we are incredibly
grateful for their friendship and their partner-
ship, and it’s one that extends regardless of
party and whoever has occupied the respective
seats in our countries.

So thank you.

Prime Minister Turnbull. Well, thank you.

President Obama. Thank you.

Prime Minister Turnbull. Well, thank you
very much, Mr. President. We've had a very
good discussion. The security challenges in the
Middle East, of course, featured large in all
of—in our discussion and in all of our thinking
today. And it featured largely in the G-20 dis-
cussions that we both participated in in Tur-
key.

We are there, as the President said, as the
second largest foreign contributor to the effort
against—the campaign against ISIL. And we
will continue, shoulder to shoulder, with the
United States and our allies in the fight against
this type of extremist violence, this type of ter-
rorism.

We have a common purpose and a common
strategy. And I appreciate, Mr. President, the
support and the leadership you're giving, and I
know that you appreciate the support that Aus-
tralia is giving to that effort.

We've also discussed regional issues, and we
are very much of the same mind. We are com-
mitted to the rule of law, to the rule—to ensur-
ing that the big changes in this region occur in
a peaceful manner and in accordance with in-
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ternational norms. That’s absolutely vital for
the continued peace and security of our region.

The TPP, which has been concluded, but of
course now requires ratification by the various
signatories, is a very big step. A key part of our
Government strategy to ensure that we remain
a high-wage, generous social welfare net, first
world economy is trade. As I said at the G20,
the flexibility that open markets and trade
gives economies, enables us better to deal with
the disruptive change that we encounter in a
modern global economy that is expanding, but
changing at a pace that has never seen before
in the history of human development. Open
markets, flexible markets, agility—these are all
part of the tools that enable us to continue to
progress. And at the heart of all of that is inno-
vation.

The President is more aware than most that
so many of these great champions of innova-
tion have come out of the United States and so
rapidly. Indeed, it'’s a sobering thought that
many of the big American corporations—not
just American corporations, of course, but digi-
tal businesses across the world—if they were
human beings, would still be at school. So
some of these giants would still be at primary
school, Mr. President. They'd still be in short
pants. But they are—theyre changing the
world in which we live, and it’s a very exciting
one.

So we are very much of the same mind, as
not just because of the long history of close re-
lations between Australia and America, but I
think our two governments have the same
agenda, one that is committed to strong de-
fense of our national security and also promot-
ing our economic security and our future pros-
perity through trade, through the rule of law,
through a commitment to an orderly, interna-
tional arrangement and a peaceful internation-
al order that is understood so that big changes,
whether it is in terms of growth of one econo-
my over another or in terms of the disruption
of technologies, can occur in a peaceful way.

I should say that we also discussed the chal-
lenge of protecting cybersecurity. And again,
we are very much of the same mind there. It is
absolutely vital that this—that the domain of




the Internet, the most remarkable piece of in-
frastructure ever devised by mankind—and,
Mr. President, as leaders of two countries com-
mitted to freedom and always a little skeptical
of government, it’s important to remember
that the growth of the Internet has been large-
ly affected without the involvement of govern-
ment, which is why both of us—both of our
countries support maintaining the current gov-
ernance arrangements for the Internet so that
it is largely—or is entirely governed by the In-
ternet community, as opposed for being dictat-
ed to by governments.

So, all in all, it’s been, as I think we both ex-
pected, a very productive and constructive dis-
cussion. We've had a very useful time, T think,
in Turkey. And we were both shocked by the
terrible attack in Paris. It was a sobering re-
minder of the threat that terrorism poses to us.
But there was comfort in this: total solidarity
and sympathy with the people of France. It
was absolutely united. The leadership shown
by the nations represented there was as solid as
I'm sure we will see, for what we know we’ll
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see from the leaders here at APEC. And the
great leadership shown, particularly in this dif-
ficult challenge, by the leaders of the large
Muslim nations there—President Widodo; our
host, President Erdogan; Prime Minister Najib
of Malaysia—was very welcome, indeed.

So, it was, it—we’ve come from a very suc-
cessful meeting in Antalya, and we look for-
ward to another very successful international
meeting here in Manila.

President Obama. Good. Thank you.

Prime Minister Turnbull. Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:47 p.m. at the
Sofitel Philippine Plaza Manila hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Minister for Trade and
Investment Andrew J. Robb of Australia. He
also referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant (ISIL) terrorist organization. Prime
Minister Turnbull referred to President Joko
“Jokowi” Widodo of Indonesia; and President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Benigno S. Aquino IIT of the
Philippines and an Exchange With Reporters in Manila, Philippines

November 18, 2015

President Aquino. I'm honored to welcome
our very good friend, President Barack Obama,
and his delegation to the Philippines.

Prior to engaging in comprehensive ex-
changes in this week’s APEC economic meet-
ing, President Obama and I took the opportu-
nity to meet and continue our discussions on
the enduring bilateral partnership between the
Philippines and the United States. We reaf-
firmed our treaty alliance, the strategic part-
nership, and the historic friendship between
our countries. I'm confident that this firm
foundation of broad cooperation and shared
values will enable the Philippines and the
United States to face the challenges of the
present and those in the decades to come.

Our defense and security alliance com-
menced more than 60 years ago to this day. It
remains a cornerstone of peace and stability in

the Asia-Pacific. As a treaty ally of the United
States, the Philippines receives security assis-
tance from the U.S. Government, particularly
through the foreign military financing pro-
gram. We recognize with the deepest apprecia-
tion the significant contribution to our efforts
by the United States, contributions that help us
ensure that we can ably respond to current se-
curity challenges, particularly in the area of
maritime security and maritime domain aware-
ness.

The National Coast Watch Center, complet-
ed early this year, was constructed with signifi-
cant assistance from the United States. This
project was first discussed during my visit to
Washington, DC, in 2012, and our administra-
tion is very pleased to see it come to fruition
this year.
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