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the Muslims; when I hear political leaders sug-
gesting that there would be a religious test for
which person who’s fleeing from a war-torn
country is admitted; when some of those folks
themselves come from families who benefited
from protection when they were fleeing politi-
cal persecution—that’s shameful. That’s not
American. That’s not who we are. We don’t
have religious tests to our compassion.

When Pope Francis came to visit the United
States and gave a speech before Congress, he
didn’t just speak about Christians who were
being persecuted. He didn’t call on Catholic
parishes just to admit to those who were of the
same religious faith. He said, protect people
who are vulnerable.

And so I think it is very important for us
right now—particularly those who are in lead-
ership, particularly those who have a platform
and can be heard—not to fall into that trap, not
to feed that dark impulse inside of us.

I had a lot of disagreements with George W.
Bush on policy, but I was very proud after 9/11
when he was adamant and clear about the fact
that this is not a war on Islam. And the notion
that some of those who have taken on leader-
ship in his party would ignore all of that, that’s
not who we are. On this, they should follow his
example. It was the right one. It was the right
impulse. It’s our better impulse. And whether
you are European or American, the values that
we are defending, the values that we’re fight-
ing against ISIL for, are precisely that we don’t
discriminate against people because of their
faith. We don’t kill people because they’re dif-
ferent than us. That’s what separates us from
them. And we don’t feed that kind of notion

that somehow Christians and Muslims are at
war.

And if we want to be successful defeating
ISIL, that’s a good place to start: by not pro-
moting that kind of ideology, that kind of atti-
tude. In the same way that the Muslim com-
munity has an obligation not to in any way ex-
cuse anti-Western or anti-Christian sentiment,
we have the same obligation as Christians. And
we are—it is good to remember that the Unit-
ed States does not have a religious test and we
are a nation of many peoples of different faiths,
which means that we show compassion to ev-
erybody. Those are the universal values we
stand for. And that’s what my administration
intends to stand for.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 4:42 p.m. in the San Marco 2 Press Briefing
Room at the Hotel Riu Kaya Palazzo 5 resort.
In his remarks, he referred to President Bashar
al-Asad of Syria; Mohammed Emwazi, an ISIL
operative known as “Jihadi John,” who was
killed in a U.S. airstrike in Raqqa, Syria, on
November 12; Abu Nabil, an ISIL leader
known as “Wissam Najm Abd Zayd al-
Zubaydi,” who was killed in a U.S. airstrike in
Derna, Libya, on November 13; Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph F. Dun-
ford, Jr., USMC; Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, who was
convicted for his role in the Boston Marathon
terrorist attacks of April 15, 2013; President
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo of Indonesia; Prime
Minister Najib Razak of Malaysia; Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany; former Gov. John
E. “Jeb” Bush of Florida; and Sens. R. Edward
“Ted” Cruz and Marco A. Rubio.

Remarks Following a Tour of the Philippine Navy Frigate BRP Gregorio del
Pilar in Manila, Philippines
November 17, 2015

Good afternoon, everybody. It is wonderful
to be back in the Philippines. And I want to
thank Secretary Gazmin, General Iriberri,
Rear Admiral Alano and Melad, Captain Siba-
la, and the members of the Filipino Armed
Forces for welcoming me here today. I want to

acknowledge the American servicemembers
who are here and who are part of our unbreak-
able alliance.

The United States has been committed to
the security of this region for more than 70
years. We have a treaty obligation, an ironclad
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commitment to the defense of our ally, the
Philippines. You can count on the United
States.

My visit here underscores our shared com-
mitment to the security of the waters of this re-
gion and to the freedom of navigation. This
watch center was built with U.S. grants. The
ship that I just toured, a former U.S. Coast
Guard vessel, helps the Philippines respond to
disasters, perform counterterrorism missions,
and patrol the South China Sea.

Today I can announce that we intend to
transfer two additional ships to the Philippine
Navy: a research vessel to help map its territo-
rial waters and another U.S. Coast Guard cut-
ter to bolster the Navy’s ability to conduct
long-endurance patrols. It’s part of our larger
plan to increase maritime security assistance to
our allies and our partners across the region,
$250 million over the course of 2 years. More

capable navies in partnership with the United
States are critical to the security of this region.

And I want to thank once again the mem-
bers of the Philippine Armed Forces for their
outstanding work. And, Mr. Secretary, I can
tell you that after inspection, the ship looks like
it’s in tip-top shape. Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:51 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of National
Defense Voltaire Gazmin of the Philippines;
Lt. Gen. Hernando Delfin Carmelo A. Iriberri,
Chief of Staff, Philippines Armed Forces; Rear
Adm. Jose Luis M. Alano, commander, Armed
Forces of the Philippines–Philippine Fleet;
Rear Adm. William M. Melad, deputy com-
mandant, Philippines Coast Guard; and Capt.
Vincent Sibala, commander, BRP Gregorio del
Pilar. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Malcolm B. Turnbull of
Australia in Manila
November 17, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a wonderful op-
portunity for me to have a lengthy discussion
with new Prime Minister Turnbull and his
team. One of the things when we speak to our
Australian partners is, there are very few things
we disagree on, and that’s not only because of
what I hope to be a growing friendship be-
tween myself and the Prime Minister, but the
lasting, enduring alliance that exists between
our two countries. There are very few coun-
tries around the world that matches the kinds
of continuous, comprehensive friendship and
partnership that we maintain with Australia.

There are strong people-to-people ties, ex-
traordinary cooperation on the security front,
where Australia is the second largest contribu-
tor to the counter-ISIL coalition, an enor-
mously helpful participant in our efforts to sta-
bilize and provide the opportunity for the Af-
ghan people to secure their own country.

On the economic front, we’re strong trading
partners, and we very much appreciate the
constructive work that was done between our

Trade Ministers in completing TPP, which is
going to establish the kinds of high-standard
rules of the road in trade and commerce in
what accounts for 40 percent of the world’s
GDP here in the Asia-Pacific region.

We’ve had a chance to talk not only about
the continuing need to ramp up pressure
against ISIL and our collaboration in reaching
out to the Muslim world and working with
them to prevent radicalization and to prevent
the kinds of horrific terrorist attacks that we’ve
seen most recently in Paris, but we’ve also had
a chance to talk about how we can reach out to
our own people and Muslim communities in
order to ensure that they feel fully a part of
American and Australian democracy.

We had an excellent discussion around the
importance of maintaining freedom of naviga-
tion and maritime rules. Since neither of us are
claimants in some of the controversies that are
taking place in the South China Sea, it’s, I
think, very important for us simply to uphold
the basic principle that these issues should be
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