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veterans central to the ongoing work of this
Nation.

In recent years, we’ve made historic invest-
ments to boost the VA budget, expand veter-
ans’ benefits and improve care for our wound-
ed warriors. We’ve now slashed the disability
claims backlog by nearly 90 percent from its
peak. We’re reducing the outrage of veterans’
homelessness and we’ve helped tens of thou-
sands of veterans get off the streets. The veter-
ans’ unemployment rate is down to 3.9 per-
cent, even lower than the national average.

Of course, we’re not satisfied. We’ve still got
more work to do, and I’ve directed my admin-
istration to keep doing everything it can to ful-
fill our promise to our veterans. But this isn’t
just a job for government alone. We all have a
role to play. Less than 1 percent of Americans
are serving in uniform, so it’s true most Ameri-
cans don’t always see and appreciate the in-
credible skills and assets that our veterans can
offer. But every American should know that
our veterans are some of the most talented, ca-
pable people in the world. They’ve mastered
skills and technologies and leadership roles
that are impossible to teach off the battlefield.
They know how to get stuff done.

And as our veterans will tell you themselves,
they’re not finished serving their country.
They’re teachers and doctors, engineers and
entrepreneurs, social workers and community
leaders. They serve in Statehouses across the
country and in Congress. As I tell small-busi-
ness owners and CEOs on a regular basis, if

you want to get the job done, hire a vet. Every
sector, every industry, every community in this
country can benefit from the incredible talents
of our veterans.

Our troops and veterans give us their very
best. That’s what a soldier named Captain Flo-
rent Groberg proved. Three years ago, on pa-
trol in Afghanistan, Flo saw a suicide bomber
coming toward his unit. Without hesitating,
Flo grabbed him by his vest and helped push
him to the ground. When the bomb went off,
Flo was badly injured, and four of his com-
rades were killed. But many more were saved
because of Flo’s sacrifice. Flo represents the
very best of America, and this week, I was
proud to present him with the Medal of Honor
for his actions.

Veterans like Flo, they deserve our undying
gratitude. They deserve the chance to keep
serving the country they risked everything to
defend. And so we must come together to keep
giving them that chance, not just on Veterans
Day, but on every single day of the year. May
God bless all those who serve and all who have
given their lives for our country, and may God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:45 p.m. on November 13 in the
Grand Foyer at the White House for broadcast
on November 14. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 13, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on November 14.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of
Turkey in Antalya, Turkey
November 15, 2015

President Erdogan. Distinguished members
of the press, we have just completed our meet-
ing with my dear friend, President Barack
Obama.

As you know, this G–20 summit is taking
place at a very important point in time. We
have all been shocked with the attacks that
have taken place in Paris, which led to the
death of 129 people and to more than 200 peo-

ple being injured. We strongly condemn these
attacks. And our summit meeting here is taking
place against the backdrop of these develop-
ments—important developments taking place
around the globe.

We shall of course continue to carry on with
our discussions at the G–20 summit within the
predetermined agenda items. However, we
will make strong emphasis on the importance
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of having a firm stance against international
terrorism, given the situation that has been go-
ing on around the world. So we will—there will
be a strong message coming out of this summit
on that subject.

We are confronted with a collective terror-
ism activity around the world. As you know,
terrorism does not recognize any religion, any
race, any nation, or any country. And what we
have seen taking place in France, in Paris, as
well as in Ankara and in Antep and in Suruc
and in Diyarbakir, all show to us that we are
confronted with a collective effort that has
been engaged in terrorism. And this terrorist
action is not only against the people of France,
it is an action against all of the people of the
globe.

We will also have opportunity at this G–20
summit to discuss some other issues, such as
climate change, the situation with the refugees,
as well as financial and economic develop-
ments taking place in the world. I’ve also had
an opportunity to discuss with Barack the fight
that we are conducting against Daesh in Syria.
And we had an opportunity to assess the steps
that we will continue to take with respect to
our efforts within the coalition in this respect.

As model and strategic partners, we will
continue to show solidarity with each other
with an understanding to work for global
peace.

Thank you.
President Obama. Well, let me begin by

thanking President Erdogan, the people of
Turkey, and the people of this beautiful city for
their hospitality at the G–20.

Traditionally, the G–20 has been a forum
primarily to discuss important economic issues
facing the globe. But as President Erdogan
noted, the skies have been darkened by the
horrific attacks that took place in Paris just a
day and a half ago. As was true with the terrible
attacks that took place in Ankara, the killing of
innocent people based on a twisted ideology is
an attack not just on France, not just on Tur-
key, but it’s an attack on the civilized world.
And as we, I’m sure, each said to President
Hollande and the French people, we stand in
solidarity with them in hunting down the per-

petrators of this crime and bringing them to
justice.

Turkey has been a strong partner with the
United States and other members of the coali-
tion in going after the activities of ISIL, or
Daesh, both in Syria and Iraq. As a NATO ally,
we have worked together to bring about pres-
sure on ISIL, even as we also try to bring about
a political transition inside of Syria that can re-
lieve the suffering of so many people and elim-
inate the environment in which ISIL can oper-
ate.

So the discussion we had today, I think, was
very helpful in helping to continue to coordi-
nate the work that we’re doing together to help
to fortify the borders between Syria and Tur-
key that allow Daesh to operate. We discussed
the progress that’s been made in diplomatic
talks in Vienna, led by our Foreign Ministers,
and an insistence that we will redouble our ef-
forts, working with other members of the coali-
tion, to bring about a peaceful transition in
Syria and to eliminate Daesh as a force that can
create so much pain and suffering for people in
Paris, in Ankara, and other parts of the globe.

We also had an opportunity to discuss the
burden of refugees that Turkey has been bear-
ing. And the United States, as the largest pro-
vider of humanitarian assistance to displaced
persons and refugees, stands shoulder to shoul-
der with Turkey, Europe, and others in trying
to help those who need help right now, even as
we hope to reduce the flow of migrants be-
cause of the situation inside of Syria.

And we still had time to discuss some of the
other critical issues like climate change, inclu-
sive development and growth, and other topics
that are of great importance to all the G–20
countries. And I want to once again thank
President Erdogan for his leadership in what
I’m confident will be a very productive and im-
portant meeting.

President Erdogan. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:50 a.m. in the Regnum Carya Golf and Spa Re-
sort. In his remarks, he referred to Secretary of
State John F. Kerry; and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Feridun Hadi Sinirlioglu of Turkey. He also
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referred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization, also known as

Daesh. President Erdogan spoke in Turkish, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference in Belek, Turkey
November 16, 2015

The President. Good afternoon. Let me be-
gin by thanking President Erdogan and the
people of Antalya and Turkey for their out-
standing work in hosting this G–20 Summit.
Antalya is beautiful. The hospitality of the
Turkish people is legendary. To our Turkish
friends, çok teşekkürler. [Laughter] I had been
practicing that.

At the G–20, our focus was on how to get
the global economy growing faster and creat-
ing more jobs for our people. And I’m pleased
that we agreed that growth has to be inclusive
to address the rising inequality around the
world.

Given growing cyber threats, we committed
to a set of norms, drafted by the United States,
for how governments should conduct them-
selves in cyberspace, including a commitment
not to engage in the cyber theft of intellectual
property for commercial gain. And as we head
into global climate talks, all G–20 countries
have submitted our targets, and we’ve pledged
to work together for a successful outcome in
Paris.

Of course, much of our attention has fo-
cused on the heinous attacks that took place in
Paris. Across the world, in the United States,
American flags are at half-staff in solidarity
with our French allies. We’re working closely
with our French partners as they pursue their
investigations and track down suspects.

France is already a strong counterterrorism
partner, and today we’re announcing a new
agreement. We’re streamlining the process by
which we share intelligence and operational
military information with France. This will al-
low our personnel to pass threat information,
including on ISIL, to our French partners even
more quickly and more often, because we need
to be doing everything we can to protect more
attacks—protect against more attacks and pro-
tect our citizens.

Now, tragically, Paris is not alone. We’ve
seen outrageous attacks by ISIL in Beirut, last
month in Ankara, routinely in Iraq. Here at the
G–20, our nations have sent an unmistakable
message that we are united against this threat.
ISIL is the face of evil. Our goal, as I’ve said
many times, is to degrade and ultimately de-
stroy this barbaric terrorist organization.

As I outlined this fall at the United Nations,
we have a comprehensive strategy using all ele-
ments of our power: military, intelligence, eco-
nomic, development, and the strength of our
communities. We have always understood that
this would be a long-term campaign. There will
be setbacks, and there will be successes. The
terrible events in Paris were obviously a terri-
ble and sickening setback. Even as we grieve
with our French friends, however, we can’t
lose sight that there has been progress being
made.

On the military front, our coalition is inten-
sifying our airstrikes, more than 8,000 to date.
We’re taking out ISIL leaders, commanders,
their killers. We’ve seen that when we have an
effective partner on the ground, ISIL can and
is pushed back. So local forces in Iraq, backed
by coalition airpower, recently liberated Sinjar.
Iraqi forces are fighting to take back Ramadi.
In Syria, ISIL has been pushed back from
much of the border region with Turkey. We’ve
stepped up our support of opposition forces
who are working to cut off supply lines to
ISIL’s strongholds in and around Raqqa. So, in
short, both in Iraq and Syria, ISIL controls less
territory than it did before.

I made the point to my fellow leaders that if
we want this progress to be sustained, more
nations need to step up with the resources that
this fight demands.

Of course, the attacks in Paris remind us
that it will not be enough to defeat ISIL in Syr-
ia and Iraq alone. Here in Antalya, our nations,
therefore, committed to strengthening border
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