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Statement on the Death of White House Photo Editor Rick McKay
November 13, 2015

Rick McKay had a knack for telling a good
story. As a veteran photojournalist who became
a trusted member of my team as White House
Photo Editor, Rick dedicated his life to sharing
the American story through images: moments
both expected and unlikely, snapshots both of
epic events and everyday kindnesses.

Last night we lost Rick to cancer. Michelle
and I send our most sincere condolences to
Rick’s wife Carol and his children Nick and Al-

ly. Our hearts are heavy at the White House to-
day. But Rick’s other family—his White House
family—will tell our own stories, memories of
Rick’s kindness and humor, his passion for
NASCAR, his love for his dog Kiley, and his
dedication to doing the job the right way. We
thank Rick for sharing his joy and optimism
through the photos that will live on through his-
tory, the stories that will live on in our hearts,
and most of all, for making his time here count.

Statement on Representative Samuel S. Farr’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection
November 13, 2015

For more than 40 years, from his service on
the Monterey County Board of Supervisors to
his tenure in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, Sam Farr has worked tirelessly for the
people of California. Sam has helped protect
our oceans and our environment, remove
trade barriers for Californian businesses, and
promote travel and tourism throughout the

United States. A proud alumnus of and advo-
cate for the Peace Corps, Sam also has worked
to improve lives in communities around the
world. I look forward to continuing to work
with Sam in the months ahead, and Michelle
and I send him and his wife Shary our best
wishes as they begin this new chapter of their
lives.

Statement on Representative Rubén Hinojosa’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection
November 13, 2015

For nearly two decades, Rubén Hinojosa has
proudly served the people of South Texas with
dedication, passion, and distinction. As chair of
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, Rubén
strengthened Latino communities in his district
and across the country and fought to fix our
broken immigration system. During his 10
terms in Congress, he has helped lead the fight

to protect our most vulnerable families, make
higher education more affordable, and expand
job training programs for every American will-
ing to work hard. I’m grateful for Rubén’s tire-
less efforts, and I look forward to continuing to
work with him throughout the remainder of his
term. Michelle and I wish Rubén and his family
well in whatever the future may hold.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 14, 2015

Hi, everybody. This week, America came
together to salute our veterans, to express our
appreciation to all who served so that we
might live free. But our gratitude should ex-

tend beyond what our veterans have done for
us in the past. It should remind us of our re-
sponsibility to serve them as well as they have
served us. It should compel us to keep our
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veterans central to the ongoing work of this
Nation.

In recent years, we’ve made historic invest-
ments to boost the VA budget, expand veter-
ans’ benefits and improve care for our wound-
ed warriors. We’ve now slashed the disability
claims backlog by nearly 90 percent from its
peak. We’re reducing the outrage of veterans’
homelessness and we’ve helped tens of thou-
sands of veterans get off the streets. The veter-
ans’ unemployment rate is down to 3.9 per-
cent, even lower than the national average.

Of course, we’re not satisfied. We’ve still got
more work to do, and I’ve directed my admin-
istration to keep doing everything it can to ful-
fill our promise to our veterans. But this isn’t
just a job for government alone. We all have a
role to play. Less than 1 percent of Americans
are serving in uniform, so it’s true most Ameri-
cans don’t always see and appreciate the in-
credible skills and assets that our veterans can
offer. But every American should know that
our veterans are some of the most talented, ca-
pable people in the world. They’ve mastered
skills and technologies and leadership roles
that are impossible to teach off the battlefield.
They know how to get stuff done.

And as our veterans will tell you themselves,
they’re not finished serving their country.
They’re teachers and doctors, engineers and
entrepreneurs, social workers and community
leaders. They serve in Statehouses across the
country and in Congress. As I tell small-busi-
ness owners and CEOs on a regular basis, if

you want to get the job done, hire a vet. Every
sector, every industry, every community in this
country can benefit from the incredible talents
of our veterans.

Our troops and veterans give us their very
best. That’s what a soldier named Captain Flo-
rent Groberg proved. Three years ago, on pa-
trol in Afghanistan, Flo saw a suicide bomber
coming toward his unit. Without hesitating,
Flo grabbed him by his vest and helped push
him to the ground. When the bomb went off,
Flo was badly injured, and four of his com-
rades were killed. But many more were saved
because of Flo’s sacrifice. Flo represents the
very best of America, and this week, I was
proud to present him with the Medal of Honor
for his actions.

Veterans like Flo, they deserve our undying
gratitude. They deserve the chance to keep
serving the country they risked everything to
defend. And so we must come together to keep
giving them that chance, not just on Veterans
Day, but on every single day of the year. May
God bless all those who serve and all who have
given their lives for our country, and may God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:45 p.m. on November 13 in the
Grand Foyer at the White House for broadcast
on November 14. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 13, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on November 14.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of
Turkey in Antalya, Turkey
November 15, 2015

President Erdogan. Distinguished members
of the press, we have just completed our meet-
ing with my dear friend, President Barack
Obama.

As you know, this G–20 summit is taking
place at a very important point in time. We
have all been shocked with the attacks that
have taken place in Paris, which led to the
death of 129 people and to more than 200 peo-

ple being injured. We strongly condemn these
attacks. And our summit meeting here is taking
place against the backdrop of these develop-
ments—important developments taking place
around the globe.

We shall of course continue to carry on with
our discussions at the G–20 summit within the
predetermined agenda items. However, we
will make strong emphasis on the importance
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