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sentence for, former Liberian President
Charles Taylor and the affirmation on appeal
of that conviction and sentence; and the dimin-
ished ability of those connected to former Li-
berian President Charles Taylor to undermine
Liberia’s progress, and the United Nations Se-
curity Council’s termination of asset freeze ob-
ligations on September 2, 2015, in UNSCR
2237, there is no further need for the blocking
of assets imposed by Executive Order 13348.
For these reasons, 1 have determined that it is
necessary to terminate the national emergency

declared in Executive Order 13348 and revoke
that order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. Executive Order 13710 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction

November 12, 2015
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice, stating that the national emer-

gency with respect to the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction that was declared
in Executive Order 12938 is to continue in ef-
fect beyond November 14, 2015.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks During a Meeting With National Security Leaders on the Trans-

Pacific Partnership Agreement
November 13, 2015

Well, as many of you know, this weekend I
will be leaving for my trip to the G20, and
then, from there, I'll be taking my annual trip
to Asia: meetings with the ASEAN countries
through the East Asia Summit. Economically,
the Asia-Pacific region is the most dynamic,
the most populous, and fastest growing region
of the world. And strategically, it is a region
that’s absolutely vital to our economic and na-
tional security interests in the 21st century.

We've been working hard to increase the
U.S. presence and focus in the Asia-Pacific re-
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gion. We are a Pacific power. Some of our clos-
est alliances are in this region. And we do an
enormous amount of business, but there’s a lot
more potential business to be done. And if
we're going to continue to succeed in securing
our Nation and our allies, then we’re going to
have to be a player and help establish the eco-
nomic and security architecture in that region
for this century and centuries to come.

I believe—and I think that we have some of
the most accomplished national security ex-
perts and military officers in our presence here



today; they believe—that our economic pros-
perity and our national security cannot be sep-
arated. And if we are going to be a serious play-
er in this critical region of the world, then
we've got to get the economics right, and we've
got to get the national security right. That’s
why all of us agree that the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership agreement that we have forged is so
important and that it is critical for Congress to
act.

The 12 nations that are party to this agree-
ment represent 40 percent of the world’s
GDP. And our goal throughout this agreement
has been to raise the standards, raise every-
body’s games in a way that advantages Ameri-
ca’s workers, American businesses, American
farmers, American ranchers. The results of this
agreement are an elimination of tariffs—taxes,
effectively—on American products and Ameri-
can services being sold into this region. We're
already largely open to them, but they often
have been closed to us. We're changing that.

We’re making sure that labor standards and
environmental standards are observed there,
just like they are here, so that we create a level
playing field and they don’t have the ability as
effectively to undercut U.S. workers and U.S.
businesses who are following higher standards
by using child labor, for example, or dumping
their pollution in the oceans in ways that U.S.
businesses can no longer do.

We’re making sure that intellectual property
is protected, because a lot of what we produce
has a lot of intellectual content. We're the soft-
ware creators. We're the innovators. And if
folks in these countries are able to just dupli-
cate what we do and all the research and devel-
opment that’s gone into it, then over time our
economic primacy will be eroded.

And the good news is, is that these countries
recognize that America is, in fact, going to be
in the region for a long time. They're the part-
ner that—we are the partner that they want.
And this agreement reflects the kinds of high
standards that we’ve been shooting for.

The key now is for us to get this thing done.
And I am honored to have the individuals sit-
ting around this table: people like Henry Kiss-
inger, who first opened up the U.S. relation-
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ship with China after decades of hostility; indi-
viduals like former Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Mike Mullen, who understands
very well what our national security needs are
in the Pacific; folks like Jim Baker and Colin
Powell, who have served in a variety of capaci-
ties as Treasury Secretary, as Secretary of
State, as—both in uniform and out of uni-
form—all of them saying that this is critical to
get done for the U.S. economy, but it’s also
critical for America’s national security.

And one of the things that we all agreed on,
as we discussed the issue here today, is that if
we fail to get the Trans-Pacific Partnership
done, if we do not create the architecture for
high-standards trade and commerce in this re-
gion, then that void will be filled by China, it
will be filled by our economic competitors.
They will make the rules, and those rules will
not be to our advantage.

So the time is for us to get this done. We've
now put the text out. It is available for every-
body to read. We are consulting closely with
members of both parties in Congress. And we
strongly believe that on a bipartisan basis we
should get this done. As soon as the 90-day re-
view period is completed and the new session
of Congress begins after the Christmas break,
I'm hoping that leaders in both parties and
both Chambers move promptly to get this
done. It will be good for American business, it
will be good for American workers, it will be
good for our national security for generations
to come. All right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. Partici-
pating in the meeting were former Secretaries
of State Madeleine K. Albright, James A. Bak-
er III, Henry A. Kissinger, and Colin L. Pow-
ell; former Secretary of Defense William S.
Cohen; former National Security Advisers Ste-
phen J. Hadley, James L. Jones, Jr., and Brent
Scowcroft; Michael G. Mullen, former Chair-
man, and James A. “Sandy” Winnefeld, Jr., for-
mer Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; and
Samuel J. Locklear III, former commander,
U.S. Pacific Command. Vice President Joe
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Biden, Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter,
U.S. Trade Representative Michael B. Fro-
man, White House Senior Adviser Valerie B.

Jarrett, National Security Adviser Susan E.
Rice, and National Economic Council Director
Jeffrey D. Zients also attended.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attacks in Paris, France

November 13, 2015

Good evening, everybody. I just want to
make a few brief comments about the attacks
across Paris tonight. Once again, we've seen an
outrageous attempt to terrorize innocent civil-
ians. This is an attack not just on Paris, it’s an
attack not just on the people of France, but
this is an attack on all of humanity and the uni-
versal values that we share.

We stand prepared and ready to provide
whatever assistance that the Government and
the people of France need to respond. France
is our oldest ally. The French people have
stood shoulder to shoulder with the United
States time and again. And we want to be very
clear that we stand together with them in the
fight against terrorism and extremism.

Paris itself represents the timeless values of
human progress. Those who think that they
can terrorize the people of France or the val-
ues that they stand for are wrong. The Ameri-
can people draw strength from the French
people’s commitment to life, liberty, pursuit of
happiness. We are reminded in this time of
tragedy that the bonds of liberté and égalité
and fraternité are not only values that the
French people care so deeply about, but they
are values that we share. And those values are
going to endure far beyond any act of terrorism
or the hateful vision of those who perpetrated
the crimes this evening.

We're going to do whatever it takes to work
with the French people and with nations
around the world to bring these terrorists to
justice and to go after any terrorist networks
that go after our people.

We don’t yet know all the details of what has
happened. We have been in contact with
French officials to communicate our deepest
condolences to the families of those who have
been killed, to offer our prayers and thoughts
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to those who have been wounded. We have of-
fered our full support to them. The situation is
still unfolding. I've chosen not to call President
Hollande at this time, because my expectation
is that he’s very busy at the moment. I actually,
by coincidence, was talking to him earlier to-
day in preparation for the G-20 meeting. But I
am confident that I'll be in direct communica-
tions with him in the next few days, and we'll
be coordinating in any ways that they think are
helpful in the investigation of what’s hap-
pened.

This is a heartbreaking situation. And obvi-
ously, those of us here in the United States
know what it’s like. We've gone through these
kinds of episodes ourselves. And whenever
these kinds of attacks happened, we've always
been able to count on the French people to
stand with us. They have been an extraordinary
counterterrorism partner, and we intend to be
there with them in that same fashion.

I'm sure that in the days ahead, we’ll learn
more about exactly what happened, and my
teams will make sure that we are in communi-
cation with the press to provide you accurate
information. I don’t want to speculate at this
point in terms of who was responsible for this.
It appears that there may still be live activity
and dangers that are taking place as we speak.
And so, until we know from French officials
that the situation is under control and we have
for more information about it, I don’t want to
speculate. Okay?

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. The related proclamation of No-
vember 15 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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