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That’s precisely why we honor heroes like
Flo, because on his very worst day, he man-
aged to summon his very best. That’s the na-
ture of courage: not being unafraid, but con-
fronting fear and danger and performing in a
selfless fashion. He showed his guts, he
showed his training, how he would put it all on
the line for his teammates. That’s an American
we can all be grateful for. It’s why we honor
Captain Florent Groberg today.

May God bless all who serve and all who
have given their lives to our country. We are
free because of them. May God bless their
families and may God continue to bless the
United States of America with heroes such as
these.

[At this point, Maj. Steven M. Schreiber,
USMC, Marine Corps Aide to the President,
read the citation, and the President presented
the medal, assisted by Maj. Andrew C. Stead-
man, USA, Army Aide to the President. Follow-
ing the presentation of the medal, Maj. Gen.
Paul K. Hurley, USA, Army Chief of Chap-
lains, said a prayer.]

That concludes the formal portion of this
ceremony. I need to take some pictures with
the outstanding team members, as well as the
Gold Start families who are here today. As Flo
reminds us, this medal, in his words, honors
them as much as any honors that are bestowed
upon him. And on Veterans Day week, that is
particularly appropriate.

I want to thank all of our servicemembers
who are here today, all who could not attend.
And I hope you enjoy an outstanding reception.
I hear the food is pretty good here. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, everybody. Give Cap-
tain Groberg a big round of applause again.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jonathan Davis, lead singer, Ko-
rn; Klara and Larry Groberg, parents, and
Carsen Zarin, girlfriend, of Capt. Groberg; and
Andrew O. Valmon, head coach, and Pete
Hess, former team member, University of
Maryland track and field program. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary also included the reading of the citation.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Termination of the Emergency With
Respect to the Actions and Policies of Former Liberian President Charles Taylor
November 12, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the In-
ternational Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b), I hereby report that I have
issued an Executive Order that terminates the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13348 of July 22, 2004, and revokes that
Executive Order. I have determined that the
situation that gave rise to this national emer-
gency has been significantly altered by Libe-
ria’s advances to promote democracy and the
orderly development of its political, adminis-
trative, and economic institutions.

The President issued Executive Order
13348 to deal with the unusual and extraordi-
nary threat to the foreign policy of the United
States posed by the actions and policies of for-

mer Liberian President Charles Taylor and
other persons, in particular their unlawful de-
pletion of Liberian resources and their removal
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds
and property. Executive Order 13348 helped
to ensure the preservation of Liberia’s resourc-
es, property, and funds and to deprive certain
individuals of funding and arms for conflicts in
West Africa, consistent with U.S. national se-
curity and foreign policy. Executive Order
13348 also implemented the United States as-
set freeze obligations under United Nations
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1532.

With the advancements in Liberia including
presidential elections in 2005 and 2011, which
were internationally recognized as freely held;
the 2012 conviction of, and 50-year prison
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sentence for, former Liberian President
Charles Taylor and the affirmation on appeal
of that conviction and sentence; and the dimin-
ished ability of those connected to former Li-
berian President Charles Taylor to undermine
Liberia’s progress, and the United Nations Se-
curity Council’s termination of asset freeze ob-
ligations on September 2, 2015, in UNSCR
2237, there is no further need for the blocking
of assets imposed by Executive Order 13348.
For these reasons, I have determined that it is
necessary to terminate the national emergency

declared in Executive Order 13348 and revoke
that order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. Executive Order 13710 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 12, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice, stating that the national emer-

gency with respect to the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction that was declared
in Executive Order 12938 is to continue in ef-
fect beyond November 14, 2015.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks During a Meeting With National Security Leaders on the Trans-
Pacific Partnership Agreement
November 13, 2015

Well, as many of you know, this weekend I
will be leaving for my trip to the G–20, and
then, from there, I’ll be taking my annual trip
to Asia: meetings with the ASEAN countries
through the East Asia Summit. Economically,
the Asia-Pacific region is the most dynamic,
the most populous, and fastest growing region
of the world. And strategically, it is a region
that’s absolutely vital to our economic and na-
tional security interests in the 21st century.

We’ve been working hard to increase the
U.S. presence and focus in the Asia-Pacific re-

gion. We are a Pacific power. Some of our clos-
est alliances are in this region. And we do an
enormous amount of business, but there’s a lot
more potential business to be done. And if
we’re going to continue to succeed in securing
our Nation and our allies, then we’re going to
have to be a player and help establish the eco-
nomic and security architecture in that region
for this century and centuries to come.

I believe—and I think that we have some of
the most accomplished national security ex-
perts and military officers in our presence here
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