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So, for the fellows who are here, I couldn’t
be prouder of you. You are an embodiment of
what this organization is about. For the orga-
nizers and staff of OFA, I couldn’t be prouder
of you, because you used to be these young
kids. I remember. [Laughter] But you’re pass-
ing it on and keeping it going. For those of you
who are supporting this with your skills and tal-
ent and your checkbooks, we are truly grateful.
Because I’m reminded of Bobby Kennedy’s
speech, “Ripples of Hope.” That hope is like
that pebble that lands in the lake. And this ev-
er-expanding set of ripples, you don’t know ex-
actly how it’s going to change the country. But
this young lady, Feroza, and Ashley, Trina’s
daughter, they’re going to do something that’s

remarkable. And that’s going to be our greatest
legacy. More important than any bill we pass.
More important than any law we advance. It’s
creating this movement of citizenship around
this country.

So thank you for all the participation and all
the great work you guys are doing. All right?
Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:19 p.m. at the
St. Regis Washington, DC hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Sara El-Amine, national
grassroots organizing director, Organizing for
Action. Audio was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of Former Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission Chair Jacqueline Berrien
November 9, 2015

Michelle and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Jacqueline Berrien, former
Chair of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. Jackie’s leadership and passion
for ensuring everyone gets a fair chance to suc-
ceed in the workplace has changed our country
for the better. She spent her entire career
fighting to give voice to underrepresented
communities, from her work at the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Fund to her

advocacy at the American Civil Liberties
Union. At the EEOC, she fought hard every
day to make real our Nation’s promise of equal
opportunity for all. She injected new life into
the EEOC, with new ideas and strategies that
helped refocus the commission on its enduring
mission: protecting the most fundamental
rights of all Americans. We offer our gratitude
for her service, and our thoughts and prayers
are with all those who loved her dearly.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Iran
November 10, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have

sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared in
Executive Order 12170 of November 14, 1979,
is to continue in effect beyond November 14,
2015.

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the agreements with Iran, dated Janu-
ary 19, 1981, is still under way. For this reason,
I have determined that it is necessary to
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