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So, for the fellows who are here, I couldn’t
be prouder of you. You are an embodiment of
what this organization is about. For the orga-
nizers and staff of OFA, I couldn’t be prouder
of you, because you used to be these young
kids. I remember. [Laughter] But you’re pass-
ing it on and keeping it going. For those of you
who are supporting this with your skills and tal-
ent and your checkbooks, we are truly grateful.
Because I’m reminded of Bobby Kennedy’s
speech, “Ripples of Hope.” That hope is like
that pebble that lands in the lake. And this ev-
er-expanding set of ripples, you don’t know ex-
actly how it’s going to change the country. But
this young lady, Feroza, and Ashley, Trina’s
daughter, they’re going to do something that’s

remarkable. And that’s going to be our greatest
legacy. More important than any bill we pass.
More important than any law we advance. It’s
creating this movement of citizenship around
this country.

So thank you for all the participation and all
the great work you guys are doing. All right?
Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:19 p.m. at the
St. Regis Washington, DC hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Sara El-Amine, national
grassroots organizing director, Organizing for
Action. Audio was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of Former Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission Chair Jacqueline Berrien
November 9, 2015

Michelle and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Jacqueline Berrien, former
Chair of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. Jackie’s leadership and passion
for ensuring everyone gets a fair chance to suc-
ceed in the workplace has changed our country
for the better. She spent her entire career
fighting to give voice to underrepresented
communities, from her work at the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Fund to her

advocacy at the American Civil Liberties
Union. At the EEOC, she fought hard every
day to make real our Nation’s promise of equal
opportunity for all. She injected new life into
the EEOC, with new ideas and strategies that
helped refocus the commission on its enduring
mission: protecting the most fundamental
rights of all Americans. We offer our gratitude
for her service, and our thoughts and prayers
are with all those who loved her dearly.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Iran
November 10, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have

sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared in
Executive Order 12170 of November 14, 1979,
is to continue in effect beyond November 14,
2015.

Our relations with Iran have not yet re-
turned to normal, and the process of imple-
menting the agreements with Iran, dated Janu-
ary 19, 1981, is still under way. For this reason,
I have determined that it is necessary to
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continue the national emergency declared in
Executive Order 12170 with respect to Iran.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D of
this volume.

Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia
November 11, 2015

Please be seated. Thank you. Thank you,
Bob, for your service to our Nation as an Army
Airborne Ranger and your tireless work on be-
half of your fellow veterans. To Vice President
Joe Biden, General Dunford; Major General
Becker, distinguished guests; to our outstand-
ing veterans service organizations and their
leadership; to our men and women in uniform;
and most of all, to our proud veterans and your
families: It is a great privilege to be with you
once again. And to Captain Florent Groberg,
as Bob just mentioned, tomorrow it will be my
honor to present you with the Medal of Honor,
our Nation’s highest military decoration.

To all our veterans here today and to veter-
ans across America, whether you served on the
beaches of Europe, the jungles of Asia, the
deserts of the Middle East; whether you served
here at home or overseas, in wartime or in
peace; whether you served proudly in the Ar-
my, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast
Guard—you are part of an unbroken chain of
patriots who have served this country with
honor through the life of our Nation.

On these sacred grounds, where generations
of heroes have come to rest, we remember all
those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our
Nation. And today we gather once more to sa-
lute every patriot who has ever proudly worn
the uniform of the United States of America.

This year, as we mark 70 years since our vic-
tory in the Second World War, we pay special
tribute to a generation that literally saved the
world. We’re joined by several of those heroes,
including our oldest known female World War
II vet, Army Lieutenant Colonel Luta C. Mc-
Grath, who this month turns 108. [Applause]
There she is. And I would ask all of our veter-
ans and families of World War II, if you can

stand, please stand or raise your hand so Amer-
ica can thank you one more time.

Today, in big cities and small towns across
our country, there will be ceremonies around
flagpoles and parades down Main Street to
properly express our gratitude, to show our ap-
preciation to men and women who served so
that we might live free. It is right that we do so.
But our tributes will ring hollow if we stop
there.

If tomorrow, after the parades and the cere-
monies, we roll up the banners and sweep the
veterans halls and go back to our daily lives,
forgetting the bond between the service of our
veterans and our obligations as citizens, then
we will be doing a profound disservice to our
veterans and to the very cause for which they
served. This day is not only about gratitude for
what they have done for us, it is also a remind-
er of all that they still have to give to our Na-
tion and our duty to them. And that’s what I
want to talk about briefly today.

We’re in the midst of a new wave of Ameri-
can veterans. In recent years, more than a mil-
lion of our men and women in uniform—many
of them veterans of Afghanistan and Iraq—
have completed their military service and re-
turned to civilian life. Each year, at least anoth-
er 200,000 do the same. Our 9/11 generation of
veterans are joining the ranks of those who
have come before, including many of you, our
veterans of Korea and Vietnam.

Our tributes today will ring hollow if we do
not ensure that our veterans receive the care
that you have earned and that you deserve.
The good news is, is that in recent years, we’ve
made historic investments to boost the VA
budget, expand benefits, offer more mental
health care and improved care for our wound-
ed warriors, especially those with posttraumat-
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