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tal carbon pollution more than any other coun-
try on Earth.

Today, the United States of America is lead-
ing on climate change with our investments in
clean energy and energy efficiency. America is
leading on climate change with new rules on
power plants that will protect our air so that
our kids can breathe. America is leading on cli-
mate change by working with other big emit-
ters like China to encourage and announce
new commitments to reduce harmful green-
house gas emissions. In part because of that
American leadership, more than 150 nations
representing nearly 90 percent of global emis-
sions have put forward plans to cut pollution.

America is now a global leader when it
comes to taking serious action to fight climate
change. And frankly, approving this project
would have undercut that global leadership.
And that’s the biggest risk we face: not acting.

Today, we’re continuing to lead by example.
Because ultimately, if we’re going to prevent
large parts of this Earth from becoming not on-
ly inhospitable, but uninhabitable in our life-
times, we’re going to have to keep some fossil
fuels in the ground rather than burn them and
release more dangerous pollution into the sky.

As long as I’m President of the United
States, America is going to hold ourselves to
the same high standards to which we hold the
rest of the world. And 3 weeks from now, I
look forward to joining my fellow world leaders
in Paris, where we’ve got to come together
around an ambitious framework to protect the
one planet that we’ve got while we still can.

If we want to prevent the worst effects of
climate change before it’s too late, the time to
act is now. Not later, not someday. Right here,
right now. And I’m optimistic about what we
can accomplish together. I’m optimistic be-
cause our own country proves every day, one
step at a time, that not only do we have the
power to combat this threat, we can do it while
creating new jobs, while growing our economy,
while saving money, while helping consumers,
and most of all, leaving our kids a cleaner, safer
planet at the same time.

That’s what our own ingenuity and action
can do. That’s what we can accomplish. And
America is prepared to show the rest of the
world the way forward.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

The President’s Weekly Address
November 7, 2015

Hi, everybody. For decades, too many work-
ing Americans went without the security of
health insurance, and their financial well-being
suffered because of it. We’ve begun to change
that. As the Affordable Care Act has taken ef-
fect, we’ve covered 17.6 million Americans.
Since 2010, the uninsured rate has decreased
by 45 percent. And for the first time, more
than 90 percent of Americans are covered.

If you haven’t gotten covered yet, or if you
care about someone who hasn’t gotten covered
yet, now’s your chance. It’s open enrollment
season for the health insurance marketplace.
What that means is, with a few clicks on
healthcare.gov, you’ll find private insurance
companies competing for your business. You
can compare plans and choose the one that’s

right for your family. In fact, most Americans
will find an option that costs less than $75 a
month. Even if you already have insurance
through the marketplace, check it out. Shop-
ping around can save you a lot of money. Last
year, consumers who shopped saved almost
$400.

Take the story of a man named Phil Viso,
who e-mailed me earlier this year. Phil’s a soft-
ware developer from my hometown of Chica-
go. Last winter, he had an idea for a new app
and decided to start his own company. And
that can be scary when you need to get your
own insurance. But Phil logged on to health-
care.gov, answered a few questions, picked a
plan, and even found out he was eligible for a
tax credit that saved him money.
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And here’s what he wrote: “I’m still sort of in
shock about how great the experience of sign-
ing up for health care was. . . . I will have a lot
to worry about over the course of the year as I
try to get my app released, but thankfully, good
health care will not be one of those worries.”

After he sent me that e-mail, Phil ended up
getting a new and better job anyway. But that’s
the whole point of health insurance. Peace of
mind. And under the Affordable Care Act, if
you want to change jobs, go back to school, or
chase that new idea, you can do it without wor-
rying about going broke if you get sick. If
you’ve got a preexisting condition—diabetes or
cancer or heartburn or a heart attack—you can
no longer be charged more or denied cover-
age. You can no longer be charged more just
for being a woman. And preventive care like
checkups and immunizations now come with
no additional out-of-pocket costs.

What we’re talking about is no longer just a
law, and it’s certainly not the myths and scare
tactics that the cynics have peddled our way for
years. This is reality. This is health care in
America. And the bottom line is, Americans

like it. They’re happy with their plans, and
they’re happy with their premiums.

So join them. Give it a shot. Check out
healthcare.gov, cuidadodesalud.gov, or call
1–800–318–2596 to find a plan that’s right for
you or someone you care about.

And by the way, if you live in one of the 20
cities participating in our Healthy Communi-
ties Challenge, I want to see how many of your
neighbors you can get to sign up. I’ll come visit
the city that enrolls the highest percentage of
folks who aren’t covered right now. That’s a
promise.

After all, this country is at its best when we
look out for each other. And together, we can
help more Americans get the security that they
and their families deserve.

Thanks, everybody. Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on November 6 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 7. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
November 6, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on November 7.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel
November 9, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is very good to
welcome once again Prime Minister Bibi Ne-
tanyahu to the Oval Office. There’s no foreign
leader who I’ve met with more frequently, and
I think that’s a testimony to the extraordinary
bond between the United States and Israel.

Shooting at the King Abdullah II Special Oper-
ations Training Center in Amman, Jordan

Before I get started, I just want to say a brief
word about the Jordanian attack that we dis-
covered earlier, the fact that someone who
dressed in military uniform carried out an at-
tack at a training facility in which it appears
that there may have been two or three U.S. cit-
izens killed and a number of other individuals

injured. Obviously, a full investigation is taking
place. We take this very seriously, and we’ll be
working closely with the Jordanians to deter-
mine exactly what happened. But at this stage,
I want to just let everyone know that this is
something we’re paying close attention to. And
at the point where the families have been noti-
fied, obviously, our deepest condolences will
be going out to them.

Death of Former President Yitzhak Navon of Israel

I also want to extend my condolences to the
Israeli people on the passing of former Presi-
dent Navon. Obviously, he was an important
figure in Israeli politics. And we extend heart-
felt condolences to his family.
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