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cess goals that we set out to achieve and agree
to high-standard obligations, consistent with
the Trade Priorities Act.

Consistent with the Trade Priorities Act, I am
sending this notification at least 90 days in ad-
vance of signing the TPP Agreement. My Ad-
ministration looks forward to working with the
Congress in developing appropriate legislation
to approve and implement this TPP Agreement.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Suspension of the Application of Duty-
Free Treatment to All AGOA-Eligible Agricultural Goods for South Africa
November 5, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with sections 506A(d)(4)(C)
and 506A(c) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (AGOA), I am providing 60-day ad-
vance notification of my intent to suspend the
application of duty-free treatment to all
AGOA-eligible goods in the agricultural sector
for the Republic of South Africa 60 days after
the date of this notification.

I am taking this step because South Africa
continues to impose several longstanding barri-
ers to U.S. trade, including barriers affecting
certain U.S. agricultural exports, and thus I
have determined that South Africa is not mak-
ing continual progress toward the elimination
of barriers to United States trade and invest-
ment as required by section 104 of AGOA. I
have determined that such suspension of bene-
fits would be more effective in promoting com-
pliance by South Africa with the eligibility re-
quirements listed in section 104 of AGOA than
the termination of South Africa’s designation

as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country,
as it would better promote continuing efforts
between the United States and South Africa to
resolve these outstanding issues. Although
South Africa has to date failed to meet critical
benchmarks required to address these issues, it
continues to express an interest in resolving
U.S. concerns.

I will continue to assess whether South Afri-
ca is making continual progress toward the
elimination of barriers to United States trade
and investment in accordance with AGOA eli-
gibility requirements, as well as whether this
suspension of benefits is effective in promoting
compliance with those requirements.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Remarks on the Keystone XL Pipeline Project
November 6, 2015

Good morning, everybody. Several years
ago, the State Department began a review pro-
cess for the proposed construction of a pipe-
line that would carry Canadian crude oil
through our heartland to ports in the Gulf of
Mexico and out into the world market.

This morning Secretary Kerry informed me
that, after extensive public outreach and con-
sultation with other Cabinet agencies, the State
Department has decided that the Keystone XL
Pipeline would not serve the national interests
of the United States. I agree with that decision.
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