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stuff, especially in the teenage years. And just
having friends and people your age who are
bucking you up and supporting you and listen-
ing to you and relating to what you’re going
through, that, a lot of times, can make a differ-
ence before it gets worse. Right? So we’re go-
ing to see how we can help facilitate more of
those youth communities around the country.

Brayden, you want to say something?
Mr. White. And just to add no to what you

were saying, about, like, when I was in high
school—I was a senior—we had a program,
and it was called Sources of Strength. And
that’s what it was; it was a student-to-student
peer—if you were getting bullied, if you
were—there was problems at home, you could
speak about it in. 

The President. Right.
Mr. White. Because there’s that barrier.

Like, it’s hard for a student to speak to a teach-
er about it, but for a student to talk to another
student, it was more easier. And it was—a lot
of the students were able to relate to it because
they might have experienced it in their life at
some point.

The President. Right.
Mr. White. So I mean, that seemed to work

very well.
The President. Good.
Ms. Schimmel. That concludes our question-

and-answer session. I would just like to thank

you, Mr. President, and each of our panelists
for being up here with us today.

The President. Okay, let’s give everybody a
big round of applause. [Laughter] All right.
Good job. [Inaudible]—say something?

Ms. Schimmel. Yes, closing remarks. Yes, it’s
all you. [Laughter]

The President. The—so Jude just said I’m
supposed to make closing remarks. And the
only thing I want to say in closing is just this is
an example of the incredible talent and poten-
tial of our young people, and it’s true in every
tribe across the country. We have a huge stake
as a country in making sure that they get op-
portunity, that their voices are heard, and I
want to be a partner with you to make sure that
every possible door is open to them. Okay?

And they inspire me. You guys inspire me.
You make me feel good. Thank you, every-
body. Come on, let’s get a good picture. Come
on. We’re going to stand right here, and there
going to take these pictures right here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. at the
Ronald Reagan Building and International
Trade Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Shoni Schimmel, guard, Women’s National
Basketball Association’s Atlanta Dream, and
sister of moderator Jude Schimmel; and
Jazmyn Espinoza, founder, Warrior Circle
Project. He also referred to his sister Maya
Soetoro-Ng.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Notice of Intention To Enter Into
the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement
November 5, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 106(a)(1)(A) of the
Bipartisan Congressional Trade Priorities and
Accountability Act of 2015 (Public Law
114–26, Title I; the “Trade Priorities Act”), I
am pleased to notify the Congress of my inten-
tion to enter into a free trade agreement,
known as the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
Agreement. The TPP Agreement will generate
export opportunities for U.S. manufacturers,
service suppliers, farmers, ranchers, and busi-

nesses; help create jobs in the United States;
and help American consumers save money
while offering them more choices. The TPP
Agreement will also benefit the other signato-
ries by providing economic opportunity and by
strengthening democracy. I am negotiating to
enter into the TPP Agreement with the follow-
ing countries: Australia, Brunei Darussalam,
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New
Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam; pro-
vided that those countries meet the market-ac-
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cess goals that we set out to achieve and agree
to high-standard obligations, consistent with
the Trade Priorities Act.

Consistent with the Trade Priorities Act, I am
sending this notification at least 90 days in ad-
vance of signing the TPP Agreement. My Ad-
ministration looks forward to working with the
Congress in developing appropriate legislation
to approve and implement this TPP Agreement.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Suspension of the Application of Duty-
Free Treatment to All AGOA-Eligible Agricultural Goods for South Africa
November 5, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with sections 506A(d)(4)(C)
and 506A(c) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (AGOA), I am providing 60-day ad-
vance notification of my intent to suspend the
application of duty-free treatment to all
AGOA-eligible goods in the agricultural sector
for the Republic of South Africa 60 days after
the date of this notification.

I am taking this step because South Africa
continues to impose several longstanding barri-
ers to U.S. trade, including barriers affecting
certain U.S. agricultural exports, and thus I
have determined that South Africa is not mak-
ing continual progress toward the elimination
of barriers to United States trade and invest-
ment as required by section 104 of AGOA. I
have determined that such suspension of bene-
fits would be more effective in promoting com-
pliance by South Africa with the eligibility re-
quirements listed in section 104 of AGOA than
the termination of South Africa’s designation

as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country,
as it would better promote continuing efforts
between the United States and South Africa to
resolve these outstanding issues. Although
South Africa has to date failed to meet critical
benchmarks required to address these issues, it
continues to express an interest in resolving
U.S. concerns.

I will continue to assess whether South Afri-
ca is making continual progress toward the
elimination of barriers to United States trade
and investment in accordance with AGOA eli-
gibility requirements, as well as whether this
suspension of benefits is effective in promoting
compliance with those requirements.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Paul D.
Ryan, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Remarks on the Keystone XL Pipeline Project
November 6, 2015

Good morning, everybody. Several years
ago, the State Department began a review pro-
cess for the proposed construction of a pipe-
line that would carry Canadian crude oil
through our heartland to ports in the Gulf of
Mexico and out into the world market.

This morning Secretary Kerry informed me
that, after extensive public outreach and con-
sultation with other Cabinet agencies, the State
Department has decided that the Keystone XL
Pipeline would not serve the national interests
of the United States. I agree with that decision.
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