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Well, it is wonderful to be with all of you.
Because this is a smaller setting, my remarks at
the top are going to be very brief because I
want to spend most of the time in conversa-
tions. There are a number of people I want to
acknowledge, obviously starting with Jonathan
and Jennifer, who are so gracious. Jonathan is
being a little shy. The truth is that I think Jona-
than and his family were one of the first fund-
raisers I ever held in New York City. I’ve had a
lot since then. [Laughter] But they were early
angel investors, and I could not be more ap-
preciative of everything that they’ve done for
me throughout my national political career.

There are a number of other people obvi-
ously I want to acknowledge, starting with
somebody who is as tough and as clear thinking
and been the best partner anybody could hope
for in helping to move the country forward,
and that is our leader, Nancy Pelosi.

I also want to acknowledge a number of oth-
er Members of Congress who are here—those
of you who have not had a chance to meet Ben
Ray Luhán, he is doing outstanding work each
and every day in the thankless job of being out
DCCC. Somebody who slipped the noose and
was doing it before and is not anymore—
[laughter]—Steve Israel. A couple of outstand-
ing Members of Congress and part of your del-
egation: Carolyn Maloney and Jerry Nadler. I
want to single out Jerry for his courage and te-
nacity and being willing to take some really
tough votes, including our most recent push on
appropriations.

Well, it’s an interesting time. First of all, I
think we should not let today pass without not-
ing that I signed a budget today. Now, this is
not everything; it’s not all done. There are spe-
cific spending bills that have to be produced
and delivered before the Christmas break. But
the fact that we can anticipate going through
the next year and a half without manufactured
crises and without a weakening of the U.S.
economy and ensuring that our national securi-
ty is paid for, that our Medicare and Social Se-

curity are not damaged or cut back, that critical
investments that are needed in education and
basic research will receive some additional
funding—that’s a good piece of business.

And I wish John Boehner hadn’t waited un-
til he was leaving to decide to work with us on
this, but I want to give credit where credit is
due. I think that the Republicans worked with
Nancy and Harry and the White House the
way it’s supposed to work. I am reminded—be-
cause I think I’m going to see Chris Rock over
at the event we’re doing in “Hamilton”—of
Chris Rock’s standup concert. Now, I can’t
quote him directly because—[laughter]—it’s
not family friendly. But there’s a whole se-
quence where he starts talking about guys
bragging about doing things they’re supposed
to do anyway. It’s like “I take care of my kids.”
I mean, you’re supposed to take care of your
kids. [Laughter] “I haven’t been to jail.”
[Laughter] You’re not supposed to go to jail.
[Laughter] There is an element of a low bar of
passing a budget and making sure the full faith
and credit of the United States of America is
sustained.

But having said that, I think that’s impor-
tant. And this would not have happened had it
not been for Nancy’s incredible leadership and
the unity that the Democrats showed through-
out these budget discussions, including taking
some tough votes on things like, for example,
defense authorization. I just want to publicly
acknowledge that.

Seven years have passed since I took office.
There’s almost no economic yardstick by which
the American people are not better off than
when we came into office. Over 13 million
jobs. The economy growing in a sustained way
for 6 years now—over 6 years. Seventeen mil-
lion people with health insurance who didn’t
have it before. A doubling of clean energy pro-
duction. A serious effort at curbing our carbon
emissions. Real progress on education and col-
lege affordability.
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Across the board, we can say unequivocally,
if Ronald Reagan were asked the question,
“Are you better off than you were 4 years ago,
or 7 years ago?”—the answer is yes. But the
reason this election is so important coming is,
we have to be able to protect the gains we’ve
made, and we all know that we’ve got so much
work to do. We know that with just a smarter
approach to infrastructure, that we could put
people back to work right now and grow the
economy significantly faster. And those are
jobs that can’t be exported and would set the
foundation for us to continue to grow for years
to come.

We know that if we were investing in early
childhood education, that there are a whole
bunch of young people who right now are un-
fortunately headed towards the criminal justice
system, who instead would be headed for col-
lege and careers.

We know the urgency of climate change re-
quires us to transition faster to a clean energy
economy, and that if we’re putting money into
basic research around energy and addressing
some of the efficiency issues in our economy,
that we can grow faster and create jobs, and
help to lead the entire—in ensuring the next
generation has a livable planet.

We know that despite all the successes that
we’ve seen with Obamacare, there’s still a lot
of gaps in coverage that exist, primarily be-
cause there are a lot of States that aren’t taking
full advantage of Medicaid expansion, but also
because there’s a lot more work that we can do
in terms of improving quality and access, even
as we keep costs low.

So our work is not done. And in order for us
to make it happen, it’s not enough just for us to
elect a Democratic President. I will do every-
thing I can to make sure that I’ve got a Demo-
cratic successor. But that Democratic succes-
sor is going to need a Congress that is working
with the President to advance the values and
causes that we care deeply about. Health care
does not pass if Nancy Pelosi is not the Speaker
of the House. We don’t get Wall Street reform
done unless we’ve got a Democratic Caucus
who’s committed to fairness and transparency.

Issues such as the one that Jonathan has
been so passionate about—making sure that
we’re dealing in a serious way with campaign
finance—we’re not going to get that done if
Mitch McConnell is controlling the agenda go-
ing into the Senate, because he said very ex-
plicitly that he considers that un-American and
a terrible thing to do, putting any constraints
on money in campaigns.

So, on any item that you care to think about
here, having a Congress that is serious about
the things that we care about is vital. And I
know I’m preaching to the choir a little bit, but
I just want to say this, and I’ll close with this,
and then I’ll take questions. I need people to
feel a sense of urgency about these congressio-
nal races. They’re down the ballot. Typically,
the races that are at stake are ones in swing dis-
tricts. Not every Democratic nominee is going
to have embraced your particular pet cause be-
cause they’re trying to figure out how to man-
age a challenging political environment. And so
you kind of lose track of them. But I tell you
what, having Nancy Pelosi as Speaker makes a
difference.

And one of the things that I’ve been proud-
est about over the course of the last several
years, and nobody exemplifies that more than
folks like Jerry and others who have taken
some tough votes here. Democrats are politi-
cians too. You’ve to worry about constituencies
and polls and trying to get reelected. But we
tend to pay attention to facts, and we tend to
pay attention to evidence, and we actually lis-
ten to reason and arguments. And if it’s some-
thing that is the right thing to do, even if it’s
tough politically, we do it. And the country is
better off for it. And that kind of leadership has
to be rewarded.

So I’m hoping that you guys feel that same
sense of urgency that I do about this. Thank
you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:44 p.m. at the
residence of Jennifer and Jonathan Soros. In
his remarks, he referred to Reps. Ben Ray
Luhán, chairman, and Steven J. Israel, former
chairman, Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee; former Speaker of the
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House of Representatives John A. Boehner;
and Senate Minority Leader Harry M. Reid.
He also referred to H.R. 1314, which was ap-

proved November 2 and assigned Public Law
No. 114–74. Audio was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of these remarks.
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The President. What did I miss? [Laughter]
What did I miss? It’s good to see all of you. Hel-
lo, New York! I am annoyed that I did not get to
see this show again. Michelle and I love this
show. It also happens to be the only thing that I
think Dick Cheney and I agree on—[laugh-
ter]—is that this is a great show. You know when
you’ve brought Barack Obama and Dick Cheney
together that you’ve accomplished something.
That is a cultural landmark. [Laughter]

Please give it up for Lin-Manuel Miranda
and the entire cast. We love you! Jeffrey Sell-
ers and the producers, give them a big round
of applause. Margo Lion for always bringing
me to Broadway. Our DNC treasurer, Andy
Tobias. Yay, Andy! And to all of you, thank you
so much for being here—although, this one is
easy. [Laughter] I mean, you write a check,
and you listen to some boring politician talking,
now, that’s commitment. Coming to this show,
you don’t get special props for this. [Laughter]
But I love you anyway. We’ve got so many
great friends and supporters here.

It is always good to be back in the city. I know
there may be some Mets fans here tonight, and I
just want you to know you should still be proud
of a great season. If you’re not happy, Josh Ear-
nest, my Press Secretary, is a big Royals fan, so
you can take it up with him. [Laughter]

Seven years ago, we came together not just
to elect a President, but to reaffirm a funda-
mental belief—a belief that was on display
here tonight—that people who love their coun-
try can change it. That’s in our DNA. That’s
how it started. What—part of what’s so power-
ful about this performance is, it reminds us of
the vital, crazy, kinetic energy that’s at the
heart of America: that people who have a vi-
sion and a set of ideals can transform the
world. And that’s always been true. That was
true at the founding. That was true for women
winning the right to vote. It was true for the

abolition movement and the civil rights move-
ment. And every single step of progress that
we’ve made has been based on this notion that
people can come together and ideas can move
like electricity through them and a world can
change.

And that faith has been tested at times—by
war and by recession and, during the course of
my Presidency, by politics and obstruction and
by a chorus of cynics who said that we were
foolish to keep believing and naive to keep on
trying—but thanks to folks like you, this coun-
try is moving forward. [Applause] This country
is moving forward. 

When I took office, we were losing 800,000
jobs a month, unemployment on the way to 11
percent. Because of you, over the last 5 ½
years, our businesses have created more than
13 million jobs. The unemployment rate is
down to 5.1 percent. The job openings are
highest in any time since the 1970s. We were
warned we couldn’t reform Wall Street or cre-
ate new protections for consumers or ask the
wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit more
without stifling the markets and crushing jobs.
And we did it, and the stock market more than
doubled, and we’ve seen the longest streak of
job creation in American history.

When I took office, more than 15 percent of
Americans didn’t have health insurance. We
changed that. And for the first time on record,
more than 90 percent of Americans do have
coverage. Insurance companies can’t discrimi-
nate against anybody because they’ve got a
preexisting condition. They can’t charge wom-
en more just for being a woman. We were told
that this would break the bank, we couldn’t do
it without increasing the deficits. But so far,
we’ve covered 17 million Americans, and we’ve
cut the deficit by two-thirds. And health care
inflation has gone down at the slowest—has in-
creased at the slowest rate in 50 years during
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