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this by getting to work on spending bills that
invest in America’s priorities without getting
sidetracked by ideological provisions that
have no place in America’s budget process. If
we can do that, we’ll help our workers and

Administration of Barack Obama, 2015 / Oct. 31

businesses keep growing the economy and
building an America full of opportunity for
all.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1314.

Message to the Congress on Terminating the Designation of Burundi as a
Beneficiary Sub-Saharan African Country Under the African Growth and

Opportunity Act
October 30, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 506A(a)(3)(B) of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act, as
amended (AGOA) (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)(B)),
I am providing notification of my intent to ter-
minate the designation of the Republic of Bu-
rundi (Burundi) as a beneficiary sub-Saharan
African country under AGOA.

I am taking this step because I have deter-
mined that the Government of Burundi has
not established or is not making continual
progress toward establishing the rule of law
and political pluralism, as required by the
AGOA eligibility requirements outlined in sec-
tion 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703). In
particular, the continuing crackdown on oppo-
sition members, which has included assassina-
tions, extra-judicial killings, arbitrary arrests,
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October 31, 2015

Hi, everybody. Today, there are 2.2 million
people behind bars in America and millions
more on parole or probation. Every year, we
spend 80 billion in taxpayer dollars to keep
people incarcerated. Many are nonviolent of-
fenders serving unnecessarily long sentences.

I believe we can disrupt the pipeline from
underfunded schools to overcrowded jails. T
believe we can address the disparities in the
application of criminal justice, from arrest
rates to sentencing to incarceration. And I be-
lieve we can help those who have served their
time and earned a second chance get the sup-

and torture, have worsened significantly during
the election campaign that returned President
Nkurunziza to power earlier this year. In addi-
tion, the Government of Burundi has blocked
opposing parties from holding organizational
meetings and campaigning throughout the
electoral process. Police and armed youth mili-
tias with links to the ruling party have intimi-
dated the opposition, contributing to nearly
200,000 refugees fleeing the country since
April 2015. Accordingly, I intend to terminate
the designation of Burundi as a beneficiary
sub-Saharan African country under AGOA as
of January 1, 2016.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 30, 2015.

port they need to become productive members
of society.

That’s why over the course of this year, I've
been talking to folks around the country about
reforming our criminal justice system to make
it smarter, fairer, and more effective.

In February, I sat down in the Oval Office
with police officers from across the country. In
the spring, I met with police officers and young
people in Camden, New Jersey, where they're
using community policing and data to drive
down crime. Over the summer, I visited a pris-
on in Oklahoma to talk with inmates and cor-
rections officers about rehabilitating prisoners
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