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this by getting to work on spending bills that
invest in America’s priorities without getting
sidetracked by ideological provisions that
have no place in America’s budget process. If
we can do that, we’ll help our workers and

businesses keep growing the economy and
building an America full of opportunity for
all.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1314.

Message to the Congress on Terminating the Designation of Burundi as a
Beneficiary Sub-Saharan African Country Under the African Growth and
Opportunity Act
October 30, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 506A(a)(3)(B) of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act, as
amended (AGOA) (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)(B)),
I am providing notification of my intent to ter-
minate the designation of the Republic of Bu-
rundi (Burundi) as a beneficiary sub-Saharan
African country under AGOA.

I am taking this step because I have deter-
mined that the Government of Burundi has
not established or is not making continual
progress toward establishing the rule of law
and political pluralism, as required by the
AGOA eligibility requirements outlined in sec-
tion 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703). In
particular, the continuing crackdown on oppo-
sition members, which has included assassina-
tions, extra-judicial killings, arbitrary arrests,

and torture, have worsened significantly during
the election campaign that returned President
Nkurunziza to power earlier this year. In addi-
tion, the Government of Burundi has blocked
opposing parties from holding organizational
meetings and campaigning throughout the
electoral process. Police and armed youth mili-
tias with links to the ruling party have intimi-
dated the opposition, contributing to nearly
200,000 refugees fleeing the country since
April 2015. Accordingly, I intend to terminate
the designation of Burundi as a beneficiary
sub-Saharan African country under AGOA as
of January 1, 2016.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 30, 2015.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 31, 2015

Hi, everybody. Today, there are 2.2 million
people behind bars in America and millions
more on parole or probation. Every year, we
spend 80 billion in taxpayer dollars to keep
people incarcerated. Many are nonviolent of-
fenders serving unnecessarily long sentences.

I believe we can disrupt the pipeline from
underfunded schools to overcrowded jails. I
believe we can address the disparities in the
application of criminal justice, from arrest
rates to sentencing to incarceration. And I be-
lieve we can help those who have served their
time and earned a second chance get the sup-

port they need to become productive members
of society.

That’s why over the course of this year, I’ve
been talking to folks around the country about
reforming our criminal justice system to make
it smarter, fairer, and more effective.

In February, I sat down in the Oval Office
with police officers from across the country. In
the spring, I met with police officers and young
people in Camden, New Jersey, where they’re
using community policing and data to drive
down crime. Over the summer, I visited a pris-
on in Oklahoma to talk with inmates and cor-
rections officers about rehabilitating prisoners
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and preventing more people from ending up
there in the first place. Two weeks ago, I visit-
ed West Virginia to meet with families battling
prescription drug and heroin abuse, as well as
people who are working on new solutions for
treatment and rehabilitation. And last week, I
traveled to Chicago to thank police chiefs from
across the country for all that their officers do
to protect Americans, to make sure they get
the resources to get the job done, and to call
for commonsense gun safety reforms that
would make officers and their communities
safer.

We know that having millions of people in
the criminal justice system, without any ability
to find a job after release, is unsustainable. It’s
bad for communities, and it’s bad for our econ-
omy. So, on Monday, I’ll travel to Newark,
New Jersey, to highlight efforts to help Ameri-
cans who’ve paid their debt to society reinte-
grate back into their communities. Everyone
has a role to play, from businesses that are hir-
ing ex-offenders to philanthropies that are sup-
porting education and training programs. And

I’ll keep working with people in both parties to
get criminal justice reform bills to my desk, in-
cluding a bipartisan bill that would reduce
mandatory minimums for nonviolent drug of-
fenders and reward prisoners with shorter sen-
tences if they complete programs that make
them less likely to commit a repeat offense.

There’s a reason that good people across the
country are coming together to reform our
criminal justice system. Because it’s not about
politics. It’s about whether we as a nation live
up to our founding ideal of liberty and justice
for all. And working together, we can make
sure that we do.

Thanks, everybody. Have a great weekend.
And have a safe and happy Halloween.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on October 30 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on October 31. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
October 30, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on October 31.

Remarks on Signing the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015
November 2, 2015

Well, last week, Democrats and Republicans
came together to set up a responsible, long-
term budget process, and what we now see is a
budget that reflects our values, that grows our
economy, creates jobs, keeps America safe.

It’s going to strengthen the middle class by
investing in critical areas like education and job
training, basic research. It keeps us safe by in-
vesting in our national security and making
sure that our troops get what they need in or-
der to keep us safe and perform all the out-
standing duties that they do around the world.
It protects our seniors by avoiding harmful cuts
to Medicare and Social Security. And it’s paid
for in a responsible, balanced way, in part, for
example, by making sure that large hedge
funds and private equity firms pay what they
owe in taxes just like everybody else.

And by locking in 2 years of funding, it
should finally free us from the cycle of shut-

down threats and last-minute fixes. It allows us
to, therefore, plan for the future.

So I very much appreciate the work that the
Democratic and Republican leaders did to get
this to my desk. I think it is a signal of how
Washington should work. And my hope is now
that they build on this agreement with spend-
ing bills that also invest in America’s priorities
without getting sidetracked by a whole bunch
of ideological issues that have nothing to do
with our budget.

So this is just the first step between now and
the middle of December, before the Christmas
break. The appropriators are going to have to
do their job; they’re going to have to come up
with spending bills. But this provides them the
guidepost and the baseline with which to do
that. And I’m confident that they can get it
done on time. And there’s no better Christmas
present for the American people because this
will allow the kind of stability and will allow the
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