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Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Chicago
October 27, 2015

Well, first of all, to Robbie and D’Rita,
thank you so much for helping to pull this to-
gether. Two weeks isn’t a lot of time, so I apol-
ogize in advance for putting you on the spot
like that. [Laughter]

Austen, you are official now. [Laughter] I
am conferring on you officialdom. [Laughter]
And, Ava, you are the big sister of official.
[Laughter] So we are proud of you both. And
we’re so grateful to the whole Robinson family.

And I want to just thank everybody here.
Look, it is always good coming home. It’s al-
ways good being home. And looking around
the room—and I say this every time I come
home, but it’s true because it’s true—[laugh-
ter]—my entire career has been impacted by
people in this room. I’ve got folks who were
friends of mine when I ran for my first State
senate race in this room. I have people who
went with me or were in classes in the little tot
music thing with Malia when she had two
buns—[laughter]. And I’ve got people here
who have been friends to me and Michelle for
years and to help guide our Presidential cam-
paign. So whenever I see all of you, it just
brings back great memories, and it reminds me
of the values that we’ve tried to carry into the
White House and have tried to promote all
these years.

I’m going to be very brief because the nice
thing about an intimate group like this is, I can
take time to take questions from you. I’ll just
say this. After 7 years of hard work, I think we
can look back and say that the country is better
because of what we’ve done together. 

We pulled the United States and the world
out of an economic crisis, stabilized the finan-
cial system, have grown jobs for over 5 years,
more than 13 million jobs created; 17 million
people without health insurance before now
have it. We’ve seen a doubling of clean energy.
We have seen an explosion in production of
energy of all sorts; reduced our imports of for-
eign oil by more than half. We’re finally tack-
ling climate change in a serious way and rees-

tablishing ourselves as a world leader on the
environmental stage.

High school graduations up; college enroll-
ment up; millions of young people able to go to
college that couldn’t go before because of the
work that we’ve done. We’ve changed how
people think about each other and helped ush-
er in marriage equality and the ending of
“don’t ask, don’t tell.” Attention to criminal jus-
tice issues in ways that can keep our streets
safe and ensure fairness in the application of
the law.

There are very few measures by which the
country is not better off than when we came in.
Now, I say “we” deliberately because I always
remind folks, in Grant Park and prior to Grant
Park, I always said, “Yes, we can.” I didn’t say,
“Yes, I can.” And this has been a collaborative
effort with the American people. And I get a
chance—I have the privilege of meeting them
everywhere, in all walks of life. And I will tell
you that I am more optimistic now, 7 years af-
ter Grant Park, than I was on that night. I be-
lieve more deeply in the decency and hard
work and persistence and generosity of the
American people.

And as frustrating as Washington can be—
and I promise you, it can be frustrating—
[laughter]—the system has a way of, over time,
just jiggering and going down blind allies and
hitting bumps, but if we are determined to
change it, it changes. About a year and a half
ago, people we’re saying I was a lame duck.
We’ve been flapping our wings a lot over that
year and a half. [Laughter] But the reason is, is
because if we’re able to continually build coali-
tions and change minds and make arguments,
you don’t always win the first time but eventu-
ally you do win.

Now, we’ve still got some big challenges
ahead. There remains a troubling trend of
growing inequality in our society that has to be
attended to, and it’s not just a matter of tinker-
ing at the edges. We’ve got to invest in educa-
tion in ways that we have not. We’re going to
have to make sure that we’re investing in re-
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search and development and stay on the cut-
ting-edge of technological change in ways that
we have not. We’ve got to rebuild our infra-
structure. We have to make sure that our im-
migration system reflects our traditions as a na-
tion of laws, but also a nation of immigrants,
and that welcomes in the best and the brightest
from all around the world.

We’ve got more work to do to build on the
success of Obamacare so that we are continual-
ly improving quality and reducing costs and ex-
panding access. We’ve got to make sure that
what we’ve started on climate change we fin-
ish. And internationally, there are still trage-
dies and crises and war where our leadership is
vital.

And that’s why I’m here tonight. As you may
have noticed, I will not be on the ballot the
next election. And this is due to our Constitu-
tion and the wisdom of George Washington’s
example, and it is due to Michelle Obama—
[laughter]—and her wisdom. So the reason I’m
here is not for “I,” it is for “we,” because just as
this started as a collaborative project between
me and so many citizens in this city and then in

this State and, ultimately, around the country,
when I step down from this office I’m still a
citizen, I’m still part of “we,” and I am very in-
vested in making sure that we continue on the
path of progress that we’ve made.

And that’s why you’re here. You’ve always
been a part of this team. And it doesn’t stop
once my particular time in office is done. Our
job continues in making sure that my successor
is building on the progress that we’ve made,
and that we have a Congress that reflects the
values that we care about. And I’m confident
we can do it. But it’s going to be because we
did it together.

And for your presence here tonight, I
couldn’t be more grateful. Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:37 p.m. at the
PUBLIC Chicago hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to E.O. “Robbie” Robinson, Jr., manag-
ing director, BDT Capital Partners, LLC, his
wife D’Rita Robinson, founder and chief exec-
utive officer, Chatty Guest, and their children
Austen and Ava. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, of the
United Kingdom
October 28, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a great pleasure
to welcome His Royal Highness Prince Harry
here to the Oval Office. I’ve had an opportuni-
ty to spend a lot of time with so many of his
family members, but this is the first time that
we had a chance to talk directly.

He has gotten to know Michelle very well,
for a range of reasons, but in particular, he’s
here to talk about the Invictus Games, an ini-
tiative that is bringing together wounded war-
riors from around the world, under the leader-
ship of Prince Harry and others, to make sure
that we see not simply the sacrifices they’ve
made, but also the incredible contributions,
strength, and courage they continue to display.

And so we are very glad to support the In-
victus Games. It’s going to be coming here to
the United States, to Orlando, in March
[May]* of next year. Michelle and myself are
interested in promoting it.

We want to thank His Royal Highness for
his own service in Afghanistan alongside our
outstanding American troops. It is a testament
to the special relationship, the incredible bond
that we share between our two countries. And
that bond continues into the next generation of
leadership that His Royal Highness represents.

So we’re very grateful for him not only for
this specific work, but also for continuing to
strengthen the deep, deep bonds between our
two countries.

 * White House correction.
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