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to have a great patriot like John Allen leading
our efforts. I have very much relied on his
counsel and leadership and am deeply grateful
that he once again answered his Nation’s call to
serve.

As I thank General Allen for his service, I
am pleased to welcome his Deputy, Brett Mc-
Gurk, as my new Special Presidential Envoy
for the counter-ISIL campaign. Brett has been
with General Allen at every key moment in this
campaign and has long been one of my most
trusted advisers on Iraq. Brett has my full sup-

The President’'s Weekly Address
October 24, 2015

Hi, everybody. Our country is home to some
of the most beautiful God-given landscapes in
the world. We're blessed with natural trea-
sures, from the Grand Tetons to the Grand
Canyon, from lush forests and vast deserts to
lakes and rivers teeming with wildlife. And it’s
our responsibility to protect these treasures for
future generations, just as previous generations
protected them for us.

Since taking office, I've set aside more than
260 million acres of public lands and waters,
more than any President in history. Last
month, we announced that 11 States had come
together with ranchers and industry groups to
protect a threatened species, the sage grouse,
without jeopardizing local economies. Two
weeks ago, we announced that we're creating
one new marine sanctuary on the Potomac Riv-
er in Maryland and another along Lake Michi-
gan in Wisconsin, part of unprecedented ef-
forts to restore the Chesapeake Bay and the
Great Lakes. We also joined a coalition of
countries cracking down on illegal fishing that
threatens jobs and food security around the
globe. And I'm going to keep protecting the
places that make America special and the live-
lihoods of those who depend on them.

We'll also keep doing what we can to pre-
vent the worst effects of climate change before
it’s too late. Over the past 6 years, we've led by
example, generating more clean energy and
lowering our carbon emissions. Our businesses
have stepped up in a big way, including just
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port as he continues broadening and deepen-
ing our coalition efforts to degrade and ulti-
mately destroy ISIL. I have also asked him to
work closely with my national security team to
strengthen our partnership with Iraq and work
intensively with regional partners to bring an
end to the civil war in Syria, which continues to
fuel ISIL and other extremist groups.

NOTE: The statement referred to the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist
organization.

this past week. Some of our biggest companies
made new commitments to act on climate, not
just because it’s good for the planet, but be-
cause it’s good for their bottom line.

This is how America is leading on the envi-
ronment. And because America is leading by
example, 150 countries, representing over 85
percent of global emissions, have now laid out
plans to reduce their levels of the harmful car-
bon pollution that warms our planet. That
gives us great momentum going into Paris this
December, where the world needs to come to-
gether and build on these individual commit-
ments with an ambitious, long-term agreement
to protect this Earth for our kids.

Now Congress has to do its job. This month,
even as Republicans in Congress barely man-
aged to keep our Government open, they shut
down something called the Land and Water
Conservation Fund. For more than half a cen-
tury, this fund has protected more than 5 mil-
lion acres of land, from playgrounds to parks to
priceless landscapes, all without costing taxpay-
ers a dime. Nearly every single county in
America has benefited from this program. It
has bipartisan support in both the House and
the Senate. Republicans in Congress should
reauthorize and fully fund the Land and Water
Conservation Fund without delay.

After all, as Pope Francis reminds us so elo-
quently, this planet is a gift from God, and our
common home. We should leave it to our kids
in better shape than we found it.



Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:35 p.m. on October 23 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
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October 24. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 23, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on October 24.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo of

Indonesia
October 26, 2015

President Obama. Well, good afternoon, ev-
erybody. Selamat siang. [Laughter] It is a great
pleasure to welcome President Widodo to the
Oval Office, along with his delegation. And it is
a useful occasion for us to emphasize the
strength of the bilateral relationship between
two of the world’s largest democracies.

Obviously, T have a very personal interest in
Indonesia given the fact that I spent time there
as a child and I have relatives who are Indone-
sian. But what is also true is that our partner-
ship is very much in the interests of the United
States, given Indonesia’s large population, its
leadership in the region, its democratic tradi-
tions, the fact that it is a large Muslim country
with a tradition of tolerance and moderation,
and its role in trade and commerce and eco-
nomic development. The United States has a
great interest in being a partner with Indone-
sia, and I think our meeting today helped to
emphasize the nature of what we believe is a
key strategic partnership.

During the course of this meeting, I compli-
mented the President on a number of the re-
forms that he’s initiated, and we discussed how
we could continue to strengthen the trade, in-
vestment, and commercial relationships be-
tween our two countries, including the Presi-
dent’s interest in expanding the digital econo-
my in Indonesia in a way that would alleviate
poverty and empower millions of people in
that country.

We had an opportunity to discuss our secu-
rity cooperation, including in the maritime ar-
ea, helping Indonesia modernize its naval ca-
pabilities. And we discussed the importance of
working through channels like ASEAN and the
East Asia Forum to encourage a continuing
strengthening of rules and a international or-

der governing the behavior of nations in the
maritime area.

We talked about our cooperation in the
counterterrorism area. Indonesia has been a
very important partner. And we are continuing
to work together not just on the security ele-
ments of counterterrorism, but also countering
the message that comes from organizations like
ISIL. And Indonesia, I think, is uniquely posi-
tion to be able to help spread a message of
peace and cooperation and modernity within
the Muslim world.

And we discussed a range of global issues,
because Indonesia, as a member of the G-20,
is not only a regional leader, but also a global
leader. So we discussed the joint work we’re
doing on issues like health—global health se-
curity and making sure that we have public
health systems in place to prevent future pan-
demic.

Indonesia has been a leader on the open
government forum and transparency and root-
ing out corruption. And one of the main topics
we discussed was the issue of climate change
and why it’s so important that large countries
like ours work together to arrive at the stron-
gest possible set of targets and international
agreements when we arrive in Paris just a little
over a month from now.

So whether it’s helping Indonesia deal with
the current difficulties surrounding peat fires
or it is encouraging ongoing student exchanges
between our two countries, this meeting, I
think, signifies our taking this partnership to
the next level.

I think that, Mr. President, you are moving
Indonesia in the right direction. We want to be
a partner with you. And please know that the
friendship that the United States feels towards
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