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you to go out and mobilize. We need you to
knock on doors. We need you to work on refer-
endums and ballot initiatives. We need you to
work at the local level and at the State level.
We need you to inform people. You need to in-
volve people. You need to turn them out to
vote.

We’ve got to make sure that your friends
across the country know where their leaders
stand. And if they don’t know, then inform
them and make sure they’re doing the right
thing and hold them accountable. And if
they’re not doing the right thing, we’ve got to
vote them out. 

So, Democrats, we are at our best and
America is at its best when we assume the best
in others instead of the bad, when we’re willing
to try and recognize our own struggles and
fears and hopes in other people. When we see
some kid struggling to pay for college, we have
to feel like that’s our kid, or I remember how I
had to struggle. When you see an immigrant
hoping to contribute, that’s my parent or
grandparent or great-grandparent. Right?
When you see that African American denied
the right to vote, you understand, my democra-
cy is at stake when that happens. When a work-

er is denied a living wage or equal pay for her
efforts, that hurts everybody.

Their stories may not be exactly like ours,
but we’re in the same fight. We care about the
same things. We believe in each other. And
that’s what makes me proud to be a Democrat.
We are right on most policy issues. Our argu-
ments are the right ones. But at our core, what
I’m really proud of is the fact that we believe in
this country that everybody has a fair shot, that
everybody has got to be able to get ahead. That
we’ve got a responsibility to uphold those high-
est ideals, to fight for everybody who hasn’t
had the same chances that we have. And leave
a country to our kids where no matter who you
are or what you look like or where you come
from or who you love, you can make it if you
try.

That’s what we stand for as Democrats.
That’s what we stand for as Americans. That’s
what’s at stake in next year’s election. That’s
why I need you to go out and get busy and get
to work.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Washington hotel. 

Statement on the Resignation of General John R. Allen as Special
Presidential Envoy for the Global Coalition To Counter ISIL and the
Appointment of Brett H. McGurk as Special Presidential Envoy for the
Global Coalition To Counter ISIL
October 23, 2015

I offer my profound gratitude to General
John Allen as he prepares to depart his role of
Special Presidential Envoy for the Global Co-
alition To Counter ISIL next month. Thirteen
months ago, I asked General Allen once again
to postpone his well-earned retirement from
government service, including nearly 38 years
in the Marines, where he served our country in
the Balkans, Iraq, Afghanistan, and beyond. I
gave him an enormously complex assignment:
to build from conception a robust international
coalition that would undertake a wide range of
political, diplomatic, military, economic, and

other efforts to degrade and ultimately destroy
ISIL.

General Allen has met that challenge with
tremendous ability and courage. Thanks in
large part to General Allen’s tireless work, to-
day the United States is leading a 65-member
global coalition that is rolling back ISIL’s terri-
torial gains in Iraq and Syria, advising and as-
sisting Iraqi security forces, constricting ISIL’s
financing, interdicting the flow of foreign fight-
ers, helping stabilize liberated communities,
and countering ISIL’s heinous message. Ameri-
can leadership of this coalition is making the
world a safer place, and we have been fortunate
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to have a great patriot like John Allen leading
our efforts. I have very much relied on his
counsel and leadership and am deeply grateful
that he once again answered his Nation’s call to
serve.

As I thank General Allen for his service, I
am pleased to welcome his Deputy, Brett Mc-
Gurk, as my new Special Presidential Envoy
for the counter-ISIL campaign. Brett has been
with General Allen at every key moment in this
campaign and has long been one of my most
trusted advisers on Iraq. Brett has my full sup-

port as he continues broadening and deepen-
ing our coalition efforts to degrade and ulti-
mately destroy ISIL. I have also asked him to
work closely with my national security team to
strengthen our partnership with Iraq and work
intensively with regional partners to bring an
end to t he civil war in Syria, which continues to
fuel ISIL and other extremist groups.

NOTE: The statement referred to the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist
organization.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 24, 2015

Hi, everybody. Our country is home to some
of the most beautiful God-given landscapes in
the world. We’re blessed with natural trea-
sures, from the Grand Tetons to the Grand
Canyon, from lush forests and vast deserts to
lakes and rivers teeming with wildlife. And it’s
our responsibility to protect these treasures for
future generations, just as previous generations
protected them for us.

Since taking office, I’ve set aside more than
260 million acres of public lands and waters,
more than any President in history. Last
month, we announced that 11 States had come
together with ranchers and industry groups to
protect a threatened species, the sage grouse,
without jeopardizing local economies. Two
weeks ago, we announced that we’re creating
one new marine sanctuary on the Potomac Riv-
er in Maryland and another along Lake Michi-
gan in Wisconsin, part of unprecedented ef-
forts to restore the Chesapeake Bay and the
Great Lakes. We also joined a coalition of
countries cracking down on illegal fishing that
threatens jobs and food security around the
globe. And I’m going to keep protecting the
places that make America special and the live-
lihoods of those who depend on them.

We’ll also keep doing what we can to pre-
vent the worst effects of climate change before
it’s too late. Over the past 6 years, we’ve led by
example, generating more clean energy and
lowering our carbon emissions. Our businesses
have stepped up in a big way, including just

this past week. Some of our biggest companies
made new commitments to act on climate, not
just because it’s good for the planet, but be-
cause it’s good for their bottom line.

This is how America is leading on the envi-
ronment. And because America is leading by
example, 150 countries, representing over 85
percent of global emissions, have now laid out
plans to reduce their levels of the harmful car-
bon pollution that warms our planet. That
gives us great momentum going into Paris this
December, where the world needs to come to-
gether and build on these individual commit-
ments with an ambitious, long-term agreement
to protect this Earth for our kids.

Now Congress has to do its job. This month,
even as Republicans in Congress barely man-
aged to keep our Government open, they shut
down something called the Land and Water
Conservation Fund. For more than half a cen-
tury, this fund has protected more than 5 mil-
lion acres of land, from playgrounds to parks to
priceless landscapes, all without costing taxpay-
ers a dime. Nearly every single county in
America has benefited from this program. It
has bipartisan support in both the House and
the Senate. Republicans in Congress should
reauthorize and fully fund the Land and Water
Conservation Fund without delay.

After all, as Pope Francis reminds us so elo-
quently, this planet is a gift from God, and our
common home. We should leave it to our kids
in better shape than we found it.
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