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So the bottom line is this. We have to do
something about climate change, because not
only is it going to have an impact on our chil-
dren and our grandchildren and we have a
moral obligation to leave them a planet that is
as wonderful as the one that we inherited from
our forebears, but it’s really important for
America’s bottom line and economic growth
that we do something about climate change.

If we are at the forefront of this, if we are
the innovators, if we are the early adaptors, if
we are the example setters, then we're the ones
who are going to be creating and selling the
products and services that help the entire
world adapt to a clean energy future. If we are
lagging behind, it’s not going to happen.

And so, as we look at this major conference
that we're going to be having in Paris in just a
few months, where we've already mobilized
the international community, including China,
to participate, I just want everybody to under-
stand that American businesses want this to

happen as well. What they do need is certainty.
It’s going to be very hard for them to operate if
they don’t know what the rules of the road are.
And what we’re trying to do is make sure that
everybody is on a fair playing field; everybody
is going their part to make sure that we’re sav-
ing this planet.

If we're able to establish those kinds of rules
and that’s the goal that we're setting forth in
Paris, I have no doubt that these companies
are going to excel. And that’s going to mean
jobs, businesses, and opportunity alongside
cleaner air and a better environment.

So I'm very grateful to all of you for partici-
pating. And I'm looking forward to getting
even more companies on board in the months
and years to come.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia

October 19, 2015
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia declared in Exec-
utive Order 12978 of October 21, 1995, is to
continue in effect beyond October 21, 2015.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions of
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significant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States
and to cause an extreme level of violence, cor-
ruption, and harm in the United States and
abroad. For this reason, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 12978
with respect to significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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