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From the halls of Congress to the class-
rooms in our schools, we pledge allegiance to
one Nation under God, with liberty and justice
for all. And Justice means that every child de-
serves a chance to grow up safe and secure,
without the threat of violence. Justice means
that the punishment should fit the crime. And
justice means allowing our fellow Americans
who have made mistakes to pay their debt to
society and rejoin their community as active,
rehabilitated citizens.

Justice has never been easy to achieve,
but it’s always been worth fighting for. And

it’s something I'll keep fighting for as long
as I have the privilege to serve as your Pres-
ident.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:45 p.m. on October 16 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
October 17. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 16, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on October 17.

Statement on the Adoption of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action To
Prevent Iran From Obtaining a Nuclear Weapon

October 18, 2015

Today marks an important milestone toward
preventing Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon and ensuring its nuclear program is ex-
clusively peaceful going forward. On this
Adoption Day of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) reached between the
P5-plus-1, EU, and Iran, JCPOA participants
will make necessary arrangements and prepa-
rations for the implementation of their JCPOA
commitments. Today Iran begins to take the
steps necessary to implement its JCPOA com-
mitments, including removing thousands of
centrifuges and associated infrastructure, re-
ducing its enriched uranium stockpile from ap-
proximately 12,000 kilograms to 300 kilograms,
and removing the core of the Arak heavy-water
reactor and filling it with concrete so that it
cannot be used again, among other steps.
These next steps will allow us to reach the ob-
jectives we set out to achieve over the course of
nearly 2 years of tough, principled diplomacy
and will result in cutting off all four pathways
Iran could use to develop enough fissile mate-
rial for a nuclear weapon. I am confident in the

extraordinary benefits to our national security
and the peace and security of the world that
come with the successful implementation of
the JCPOA.

I have directed that the heads of all relevant
executive departments and agencies of the
United States begin preparations to implement
the U.S. commitments in the JCPOA, in accor-
dance with U.S. law, including providing relief
from nuclear-related sanctions as detailed in
the text of the JCPOA once the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has verified
that Iran has completed all of its nuclear steps.
We will also be closely monitoring Iran’s ad-
herence to its commitments, working closely
with the TAEA and the other JCPOA partici-
pants, to ensure Iran fully fulfills each and ev-
ery one of its commitments.

I welcome this important step forward, and
we, together with our partners, must now focus
on the critical work of fully implementing this
comprehensive resolution that addresses our
concerns over Iran’s nuclear program.

Remarks at a Roundtable Discussion With Business Leaders on Climate Change

October 19, 2015

Well, T just had the opportunity to meet
with CEOs from across the country who are
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acting on climate change. Historically, when
you start talking about an issue like climate



change, the perception is that this is an envi-
ronmental issue, it’s for tree huggers, and that
hard-headed businesspeople either don’t care
about it or see it as a conflict with their bottom
lines. And this conversation has confirmed
what we’ve known for quite some time, which
is that considerations of climate change, energy
efficiency, renewable energies are not only not
contradictory to their bottom lines, but for
these companies, they’re discovering that it can
enhance their bottom lines.

For decades, our addiction to fossil fuels, to
imported oil, T think, not only threatened our
planet and our security, but also our economy.
And what we’ve been able to do over the last 7
years is, even as we've attained number-one
status in the production of oil and gas, what
we've also been able to do is to slowly begin
the transition of our economy to a cleaner,
smarter approach to using energy. And many
of the companies sitting around here have
been at the forefront of that process.

We have now doubled our production of
clean energy. We've been reducing our carbon
footprint even as the economy grows. And this
progress isn’t just creating a safer planet, it’s al-
so creating jobs, it’s creating business opportu-
nities, and it’s something that customers are in-
creasingly looking for.

Thanks in part to the investments that we’ve
made, there are already parts of America
where clean power is actually not only compet-
itive, but in some cases, cheaper than tradition-
al sources of energy. We have seen, for exam-
ple, companies like Walmart install onsite solar
capacity more actively than just about any oth-
er company. We've seen Google become the
largest corporate purchaser of renewable ener-
gy in the world, with companies like Apple and
Costco close behind.

Today, the CEOs around this table who
have already done extraordinary work are de-
termined to go even further. Right now we've
got 81 companies who've signed on to what
we're calling the American Business Act on
Climate Change. They operate in all 50 States.
They've got about 9 million employees, collec-
tively, and about $5 trillion worth of market
cap. These are some of the cutting-edge, most
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extraordinary businesses that we have. But it’s
not just the big companies that are getting in-
volved, it’s their suppliers and small businesses
that are also getting involved and saying, num-
ber one, we need a strong outcome in Paris as
we go for the climate summit there; and num-
ber two, we need to have a partnership be-
tween business and the Federal government,
State government, local government, non-for-
profit sector, all to continue to achieve aggres-
sive reductions in our carbon footprint here in
the United States of America as a leader.

And all told, right now the commitments
that these companies are making total at least
$160 billion. It ranges from reducing emissions
to reducing water usage, to pursuing zero-net
deforestation, to purchasing 100-percent clean
energy. Represented around this table we've
got companies as diverse as Intel, which is ob-
viously one of our leading high-tech innova-
tors, and chip manufacturers and inventors.
They're—not only are they doing the right
thing in the production of their products, but
they're also facilitating along with some of their
suppliers the ability for us to pursue the data
that we need for companies to become even
more energy efficient.

And we've got big utilities, like PG&E that
have been at the forefront of making it eco-
nomical for customers to get clean energy. And
one of the things that we discussed is the im-
portance of us getting a smarter grid and trans-
mission so that we are able to work to get ener-
gy from one part of the country to another part
of the country in an efficient way that doesn’t
have a lot of leakage, but can end up really
feeding an increasing demand on the part of
customers for clean energy.

We’ve got chocolate companies that are do-
ing the right thing—[laughter]—in terms of
how they are getting their inputs and farmers
who are doing a wonderful job in California
and recognizing in light of changing tempera-
ture, what they need to do to be much more
energy and environmentally conscious. And
big companies like Berkshire Hathaway that,
across a whole range of industries, are starting
to get involved.
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So the bottom line is this. We have to do
something about climate change, because not
only is it going to have an impact on our chil-
dren and our grandchildren and we have a
moral obligation to leave them a planet that is
as wonderful as the one that we inherited from
our forebears, but it’s really important for
America’s bottom line and economic growth
that we do something about climate change.

If we are at the forefront of this, if we are
the innovators, if we are the early adaptors, if
we are the example setters, then we're the ones
who are going to be creating and selling the
products and services that help the entire
world adapt to a clean energy future. If we are
lagging behind, it’s not going to happen.

And so, as we look at this major conference
that we're going to be having in Paris in just a
few months, where we've already mobilized
the international community, including China,
to participate, I just want everybody to under-
stand that American businesses want this to

happen as well. What they do need is certainty.
It’s going to be very hard for them to operate if
they don’t know what the rules of the road are.
And what we’re trying to do is make sure that
everybody is on a fair playing field; everybody
is going their part to make sure that we’re sav-
ing this planet.

If we're able to establish those kinds of rules
and that’s the goal that we're setting forth in
Paris, I have no doubt that these companies
are going to excel. And that’s going to mean
jobs, businesses, and opportunity alongside
cleaner air and a better environment.

So I'm very grateful to all of you for partici-
pating. And I'm looking forward to getting
even more companies on board in the months
and years to come.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia

October 19, 2015
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia declared in Exec-
utive Order 12978 of October 21, 1995, is to
continue in effect beyond October 21, 2015.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions of
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significant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States
and to cause an extreme level of violence, cor-
ruption, and harm in the United States and
abroad. For this reason, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 12978
with respect to significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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