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overtures to North Korea, and welcomes
President Park’s principled approach that re-
sulted in a peaceful resolution of the August
tensions. The United States will continue to
strongly support her vision of a peacefully
unified Korean Peninsula, as envisaged in her
Dresden address. We will intensify high-level
strategic consultations to create a favorable
environment for the peaceful unification of
the Korean Peninsula.

The Republic of Korea and the United
States join the international community in con-
demning the deplorable human rights situation

The President’s Weekly Address
October 17, 2015

Hi, everybody. Thirty years ago, there were
500,000 people behind bars in America. To-
day, there are 2.2 million. The United States is
home to 5 percent of the world’s population,
but 25 percent of the world’s prisoners. Every
year, we spend $80 billion to keep people
locked up.

Now, many of the folks in prison absolutely
belong there. Our streets are safer thanks to
the brave police officers and dedicated prose-
cutors who put violent criminals behind bars.
But over the last few decades, we've also
locked up more nonviolent offenders than ever
before, for longer than ever before. That’s one
of the real reasons our prison population is so
high.

Ever since I was a Senator, I've talked about
how, in too many cases, our criminal justice
system is a pipeline from underfunded schools
to overcrowded jails. And we've taken steps to
address it. We've invested in our schools to
give at-risk young people a better shot to suc-
ceed. T've signed a bill reducing the 100-to-1
sentencing disparity between crack and pow-
der cocaine. I've commuted the sentences of
dozens of people sentenced under old drug
laws we now recognize were unfair. The De-
partment of Justice has gotten “Smart on
Crime,” refocusing efforts on the worst offend-
ers and pursuing mandatory minimum sen-
tences less frequently.
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in North Korea as documented in the 2014 UN
Commission of Inquiry report. We look for-
ward to supporting the work of the UN Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(Seoul). We remain dedicated to working with
the international community to improve the
human rights situation in North Korea and en-
sure accountability for human rights violations,
as well as to improve the livelihood of the peo-
ple in North Korea.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Still, much of our criminal justice system re-
mains unfair. In recent years, more of our eyes
have been opened to this truth, and we can’t
close them anymore. Good people of all politi-
cal persuasions are eager to do something
about it.

Over the next few weeks, I'll travel the
country to highlight some of the Americans
who are doing their part to fix our criminal jus-
tice system. I'll visit a community battling pre-
scription drug and heroin abuse. T'll speak with
leaders from law enforcement who are deter-
mined to lower the crime rate and the incar-
ceration rate and with police chiefs who have
dedicated their careers to keeping our streets
and officers safe. I'll meet with former prison-
ers who are earning their second chance.

And T'll keep working with lawmakers from
both parties who are determined to get crimi-
nal justice reform bills to my desk. Earlier this
month, Democrats and Republicans came to-
gether in the Senate to introduce such a bill,
one that would reduce mandatory minimums
for nonviolent drug offenders and reward pris-
oners with shorter sentences if they complete
programs that make them less likely to commit
a repeat offense. There’s a similar bill working
its way through the House, and I'm encour-
aged by these kinds of bipartisan efforts. It is
real progress, not liberal ideas or conservative
ideas, but commonsense solutions to the chal-
lenges we face.
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From the halls of Congress to the class-
rooms in our schools, we pledge allegiance to
one Nation under God, with liberty and justice
for all. And Justice means that every child de-
serves a chance to grow up safe and secure,
without the threat of violence. Justice means
that the punishment should fit the crime. And
justice means allowing our fellow Americans
who have made mistakes to pay their debt to
society and rejoin their community as active,
rehabilitated citizens.

Justice has never been easy to achieve,
but it’s always been worth fighting for. And

it’s something I'll keep fighting for as long
as I have the privilege to serve as your Pres-
ident.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:45 p.m. on October 16 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
October 17. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 16, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on October 17.

Statement on the Adoption of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action To
Prevent Iran From Obtaining a Nuclear Weapon

October 18, 2015

Today marks an important milestone toward
preventing Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon and ensuring its nuclear program is ex-
clusively peaceful going forward. On this
Adoption Day of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) reached between the
P5-plus-1, EU, and Iran, JCPOA participants
will make necessary arrangements and prepa-
rations for the implementation of their JCPOA
commitments. Today Iran begins to take the
steps necessary to implement its JCPOA com-
mitments, including removing thousands of
centrifuges and associated infrastructure, re-
ducing its enriched uranium stockpile from ap-
proximately 12,000 kilograms to 300 kilograms,
and removing the core of the Arak heavy-water
reactor and filling it with concrete so that it
cannot be used again, among other steps.
These next steps will allow us to reach the ob-
jectives we set out to achieve over the course of
nearly 2 years of tough, principled diplomacy
and will result in cutting off all four pathways
Iran could use to develop enough fissile mate-
rial for a nuclear weapon. I am confident in the

extraordinary benefits to our national security
and the peace and security of the world that
come with the successful implementation of
the JCPOA.

I have directed that the heads of all relevant
executive departments and agencies of the
United States begin preparations to implement
the U.S. commitments in the JCPOA, in accor-
dance with U.S. law, including providing relief
from nuclear-related sanctions as detailed in
the text of the JCPOA once the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has verified
that Iran has completed all of its nuclear steps.
We will also be closely monitoring Iran’s ad-
herence to its commitments, working closely
with the TAEA and the other JCPOA partici-
pants, to ensure Iran fully fulfills each and ev-
ery one of its commitments.

I welcome this important step forward, and
we, together with our partners, must now focus
on the critical work of fully implementing this
comprehensive resolution that addresses our
concerns over Iran’s nuclear program.

Remarks at a Roundtable Discussion With Business Leaders on Climate Change

October 19, 2015

Well, T just had the opportunity to meet
with CEOs from across the country who are
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acting on climate change. Historically, when
you start talking about an issue like climate
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