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Statement Congratulating the 2015 Nobel Peace Prize Recipients
October 9, 2015

On behalf of the American people, I con-
gratulate Tunisia’s National Dialogue Quartet
on winning the Nobel Peace Prize. This brave
coalition of workers, industry, lawyers and hu-
man rights advocates is an inspiring reminder
that lasting peace and security can only be
achieved when citizens are empowered to
forge their own future and that democracy is
both possible and necessary in the North Afri-
ca and the Middle East.

In the 5 years since a Tunisian fruit vendor
set himself on fire to protest an oppressive dic-
tatorship, the Tunisian people have made re-
markable strides in building an inclusive de-
mocracy, and the Quartet has played an indis-
pensable role. When the promise of the Jas-
mine Revolution was in doubt, the Quartet
helped to bring Tunisians together in a peace-
ful dialogue. With the Quartet’s support, Tuni-
sians voted in free elections, forged a new con-
stitution that upholds human rights and equali-
ty for all people, including women and minori-
ties, and formed a national unity Government,
including secular and Islamist parties, showing
that democracy and Islam can indeed thrive to-
gether.

Today’s award is therefore also a tribute to
the perseverance and courage of the Tunisian
people who, in the face of political assassina-
tions and terrorist attacks, have come together
in a spirit of unity, compromise and tolerance.
I welcomed President Caid Essebsi, Tunisia’s
first democratically elected President, to the
White House this year to reaffirm America’s
support for Tunisia’s democracy, and I have
been proud to meet with Tunisian students:
young men and women who are working to
create more opportunity and prosperity in
their country. In a region gripped by so much
tumult and violence, Tunisia points the way to
a better future, one in which stability is pur-
sued through peaceful dialogue, not violence
and division.

Just as the world must support the Tunisian
people, we must stand with civil society groups
around the world who advocate, often at great
risk to themselves, for the human rights and in-
herent dignity of every human being. In this
never-ending work for justice and peace, these
fearless men and women have a steadfast part-
ner in the United States of America.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for Senator Patricia L. Murray in Seattle, Washington
October 9, 2015

The President. Hello, Seattle! Oh, it is good
to be back in Seattle! All right, all right, all
right. Everybody, have a seat, have a seat.
Thank you. Thank you, everybody. Thank you.
Thank you, guys. Thank you. Thank you some
much. Thank you. Love——

Audience member. I love you!
The President. I love you back! Love Seattle!

I love Seattle. I love Seattle, one of the most
beautiful cities in America. Some of the best
people that I’ve ever had the pleasure of know-
ing. A place where my mom went to high
school, Mercer Island. [Applause] There you
go. Way to go, Mercer Island!

So I just have a deep affection for Seattle.
And I also get a chance to see some really good
friends. For example, your outstanding Gover-
nor, Jay Inslee. Where’s Jay? He’s out here
somewhere. King County Executive Dow Con-
stantine. There he is with his bundle of joy.
There she is. Your outstanding mayor, Ed
Murray. And the main person that I’m out here
to talk about—one of my favorite people in ei-
ther Washington—your Senator, Patty Murray!

Now, when this State first sent Patty Murray
to the Senate, she wasn’t one of those lifelong
politicians who just wanted a big job, fancy ti-
tle. She was the mom in tennis shoes, wanted
to help people and solve a few problems. And
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