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families of the El Faro deserve answers and be-
cause we have to do everything in our power to
ensure the safety of our people, including
those who work at sea. Today 28 American
families—from Florida to Maine—and five
Polish families are heartbroken. May they be
comforted, in some small way, in knowing that
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they have the love and support of their neigh-
bors, the merchant mariner community, and
the American people. May God bless the men
and women of the El Faro. May He comfort
their families. And may He watch over and
protect all those who serve at sea on behalf of
us all.

Remarks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Annual Awards Gala

October 8, 2015

Audience member. 1 love you!

The President. 1 love you back. Buenas
noches! Well, it is good to be here. Thank you,
Secretary Castro, not just for the introduction,
but for the great work he is doing on behalf of
the American people every single day. Thank
you to your chair, Linda Sanchez, for her out-
standing leadership in the Congress. Thank
you to all of you for having me here tonight.

Audience member. Thank you!

The President. Thank you! I'd like to begin
my remarks with a story.

Audience member. 1 love youl!

The President. 1 love you too! [Laughter]
But look, I've got to tell you this story here. So,
on an evening about 75 years ago, in the Boyle
Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles, a young
man proposed to the woman of his dreams.

Any of us who've done that—and I have—
[laughter]—know at that moment he was feel-
ing pretty nervous. And fortunately for him,
she said yes. And because apparently he was
making the kind of money I was making when
I proposed—(laughter]—to celebrate, they
went to a hot dog stand. Things were simpler
back then. But things took a wrong turn. Au-
thorities suddenly pulled up, lined them up,
patted them down, demanded to see their IDs,
just because they were Mexican American.
And when the young man handed over his wal-
let, the officer pulled the cards out of it and
just dropped them on the sidewalk, and then
he said, “Now you pick them up.”

“I remember getting on my knees and pick-
ing them up,” that young man said decades lat-
er. And we can imagine his fear and his humili-
ation. What had been a beautiful day had sud-
denly become an example of occurrences that

were happening far too often. And imagine
how easy it would have been for him at that
moment to turn to despair and to allow the an-
ger and the resentment to feed a cynicism and
for him to decide that America could never
change.

But that young man was named Ed Roybal.
And Ed Roybal never lost faith in himself or in
his country. And less than 25 years after he was
brought to his knees on the streets of Los An-
geles, Ed stood under the Capitol Dome to
represent those very same streets in the Con-
gress of the United States of America. He ded-
icated his life to the idea that America can
change, that our Union can become more per-
fect. And today, his legacy lives on not only in
the legislation he passed and the improve-
ments he made in his district, but also in his
daughter Lucille, who is here tonight. And he
helped start the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus because he knew that we are stronger to-
gether than we could ever be alone.

And that’s the same reason I ran for this of-
fice 8 years ago, not because I believed in what
I could do, but because I believed in what we
could do together. The financial crisis hadn’t
even hit yet, and we came to understand it was
going to make our job a lot harder. But thanks
to the members of the Hispanic Caucus,
thanks to people like Nancy Pelosi—who is
standing here tonight—thanks to the determi-
nation and fundamental optimism of the
American people, we have made progress.

When I took office, the unemployment rate
was on its way to 10 percent. Today, it's 5.1
percent. The unemployment rate among Lati-
nos hit 13 percent, and we've brought that
down to 6.4 percent. When I took office, we
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were losing about 800,000 jobs a month. To-
day, our businesses have created jobs for a re-
cord 67 months in a row, more than 13 million
new jobs overall.

When I took office, more than 15 percent of
Americans, including nearly one in three His-
panics, lacked health insurance. Today, we've
covered another 17 million Americans, includ-
ing 4 million Latinos, and only 9.2 percent of
Americans are uninsured. For the first time on
record, more than 90 percent of Americans
have health insurance. For the first time ever,
insurance companies can’t discriminate against
anybody with a preexisting condition.

When I took office, we were still too often
stuck in a cold war mentality that began before
many of us were even born. And today, for the
sake of our people, and our entire hemisphere,
we have reestablished relations with Cuba, we
have turned the page on the failed policies of
the past. We have strengthened our relation-
ship with Latin America. We've put forward a
plan to invest $1 billion in our shared security
and prosperity in Central America.

When I took office, hard-working young
people—Americans in every way but on pa-
per—lived in constant fear of deportation. To-
day, more than 680,000 DREAMers live and
study and work freely and openly in the coun-
try they've always called home. We've got
smarter enforcement priorities, because it
makes no sense to focus on separating families
when we can be going after felons instead.
We're taking new steps to reach out to folks
who are eligible to become citizens and attract
immigrant entrepreneurs and educate STEM
students. We're going to help more husbands
and wives of American citizens get their green
cards without separating them from their fami-
lies. And the deferred action policies T an-
nounced last year will help millions of mothers
and fathers remain in the United States of
America with their families, and although it is
taking us longer than we hoped, I know we’re
on the right side of the law, and we are going to
keep fighting to prove it.

And we haven’t won every battle. We've still
got a lot more work to do. But when the cynics
told us we couldn’t change our country for the
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better, they were wrong. There are more job
openings today than at any time in our history.
The high school dropout rate is near the lowest
on record, and Latino students are making
some of the fastest gains. More Americans are
graduating from college. The deficits are down
by two-thirds. The amount of foreign oil we
buy is down. Teen pregnancy is down.

Which—all of which makes you wonder:
Why are some of the folks who are running for
my office so down on America? [Laughter]

Audience member. What about you?

The President. Well, no, I'm definitely not
doing that. [Laughter] But by most measures,
we are better off now than we were 7 years ago.
And that we know. Of course, none of it comes
up in their debates. I mean, they have invented
this new reality where everything was terrific
back in 2008—[laughterl—when the unem-
ployment and uninsured rates were rising and
DREAMers lived in fear of deportation and we
were engaged in two wars and bin Laden was
still at large. That was the golden era, apparent-
ly, the good old days. [Laughter] And then I
came along and messed it all up. [Laughter]

And now when you listen to them, you still
don’t know what theyre for except turning
back the clock on the work that we’ve done to-
gether: repealing Obamacare, gutting Wall
Street reform, allowing power plants to pollute
the air our children breathe. And there is no-
where where they want to go further back-
wards than on immigration.

It wasn’t that long ago that my predecessor,
George W. Bush, a Republican—a conserva-
tive Republican from Texas, with whom I dis-
agreed with on a whole lot of things, made im-
migration reform one of his core priorities.
“We cannot build a unified country,” he said,
“by inciting people to anger or playing on any-
one’s fears or exploiting the issue of immigra-
tion for political gain.” That’s what he said.

Think how much better our economy would
be if the rest of his party got the message.
[Laughter] Think about how much better off
our country would be if Republican politicians
hadn’t spent years precisely trying to scare vot-
ers with tales of immigrants flooding across our
borders and taking our jobs and destroying



America as we know it, even though we know
that when you look at what’s happening at the
borders, it's the lowest rates of immigration
that we've seen since the 1970s. A clear major-
ity of Americans, including a lot of Republican
voters, support reform. That’s one of the rea-
sons we got a bipartisan bill through the Senate
in 2013. But now some of the very same Re-
publican politicians who championed reform
in the past—some of whom sponsored these
efforts—suddenly, they want nothing to do
with it.

Audience members. Hmm!

The President. Hmm. [Laughter] In these
circumstances, I always say, don’t boo, vote.

They can’t hear the boos, but they can hear
your vote. But the point is, that’s not leader-
ship: turning against what’s right the moment
the politics of your base gets tough. Leadership
is not fanning the flames of intolerance and
then acting all surprised when a fire breaks
out. Saying clearly inflammatory things and
then saying, well, that’s not what I meant—un-
til you do it again and again and again. So we’ve
got to decide whether or not we, as Americans,
are willing to stand up against this kind of big-
otry that—the same cruel impulse that Ed
Roybal spent a lifetime fighting against.

The anti-immigrant sentiment that has in-
fected our politics is not new, but it is wrong. It
was directed at Irish folk. It was directed
against Italians. There have been generations
of immigrants that have been subject to this
same kind of attitude, with some of the same
stereotypes. It wasn’t right then; it’s not right
now. And unless you were one of the First
Americans—unless you're Navajo or Chero-
kee—somebody somewhere came from some-
place else.

I believe we need an immigration system
that is fair and orderly and lawful. T believe
that people who come here illegally should
have to pay a fine and pay their fair share of
taxes and get registered and get right with the
law and go to the back of the line before they
earn citizenship. But when I hear folks talking
as if somehow those kids are different from my
kids, as if they're less worthy in the eyes of
God, that somehow their families are less wor-
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thy of our respect and consideration and care,
as if somehow back in the day, everybody had
their papers in order when they came here, but
now suddenly, nobody has their papers in or-
der—I believe we're better than that.

If you want to be taken seriously as a leader,
you can’t just be against everything. You've got
to be for something. You can’t just feed on
fear. You should be feeding hope. You should
be for fixing our immigration system. You
should be for allowing DREAMers and their
parents, who have been here for years, to live
without fear in the country they love. You
should tell the truth, which is that illegal bor-
der crossings are lower than they've been in
decades and that economists agree that immi-
gration does not hurt our economy, it grows
our economy, creating jobs, raising wages for
Americans. You don’t hear those facts very of-
ten, but those facts—those are facts.

And you've got to recognize that America’s
greatness does not come from building walls.
Our greatness comes from building opportuni-
ty. Our greatness comes from building an
economy that works for everybody. Our great-
ness comes from a dream that says in this
country, if you work hard, you can build a bet-
ter life for your family. No matter where you
come from. No matter what you look like. No
matter what your last name is. That’s what
makes America great.

So I'm going to spend every day that I have
left in this office fighting to restore that dream
so that everyone who works hard can get
ahead. And, yes, that includes immigration re-
form. But that’s not all that we've got to do.
We've got to keep creating good jobs. We've
got to make sure every family feels our coun-
try’s recovery in their own lives, and that in-
cludes the families in Puerto Rico. We've got
to make 2 years of college as free and universal
as high school is today. We've got to stop
spending billions of taxpayer dollars keeping
nonviolent drug offenders behind bars and
give them a chance to get right and back on the
right track. We've got to make sure that every
child gets a world-class education from an ear-
liest age, that every person who’s still
uninsured gets covered, that every school and
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every street is safe from the madness of gun vi-
olence.

And this change will not be easy because
change never is. Change is never easy. It takes
longer than 1 year. It takes longer than one
term. It takes longer than the tenure of one
President. But what we together have shown
and proven is that when we stick together and
put our shoulders to the wheel of history, not
only is change possible, change is inevitable.
America can change. And if we keep dreaming
of something better and organizing for some-

thing better, if we keep voting for something
better, together we're going to build on the
progress we’ve made. We're going to create a
brighter future for our children. Si, se puede.
Juntos podemos!

Thank you, CHC—thank you, CHCI. Que
Dios los bendiga. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:55 p.m. at the
Walter E. Washington Convention Center. In
his remarks, he referred to Rep. Lucille Roybal-
Allard.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Families of the Victims of the Shooting
at Umpqua Community College in Roseburg, Oregon

October 9, 2015

I'm going to be very brief here. I just want
to first of all say thank you to Mayor Rich. I
want to thank Governor Brown. Most impor-
tantly, I want to thank the entire community
and the entire State of Oregon for coming to-
gether at this terrible time to support the fami-
lies.

I just had a chance to talk to them. Obvious-
ly, in moments like these, words aren’t going to
bring their loved ones back. But the one thing
that they shared is how much they appreciate
the entire UCC community coming together,
how much they appreciate all their neighbors,
all their friends, and people all across the coun-
try who have offered to help, sent their
thoughts and their prayers.

What I just told the mayor is that if there’s
anything that we can do at the Federal level to
help the community heal from this loss, obvi-
ously, we’re going to be there. And I know that
flying out here with some of the members of
the Oregon delegation, they feel the same way.
And the Governor, obviously, has been paying
a lot of attention to how we can be most help-
ful to the families.

So—but there are going to be, I think, mo-
ments as we go forward where we're going to
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have to come together and figure out how do
we stop things like this from happening. And
I've got some very strong feelings about this,
because when you talk to these families, you're
reminded that this could be happening to your
child or your mom or your dad or your relative
or your friend. And so we’re going to have to
come together as a country to see how we can
prevent these issues from taking place.

But today, it’s about the families and their
grief and the love we feel for them. And they
surely do appreciate all the support that
they've received.

Governor Kate Brown of Oregon. Thank you.

The President. Thank you.

Mayor Larry Rich of Roseburg, OR. Thanks
very much. [Inaudible]

The President. Thank you again. No prob-
lem. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. at
Roseburg High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sens. Ronald L. Wyden and Jeff
Merkley; and Rep. Peter DeFazio. The related
proclamation of October 2 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.
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