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creative? Because we've looked very narrowly
at what can we get through Congress, what can
the NLRB do, but we haven’t come up with as
many new models as we need to.

And T used as an example a single mom who
is working in an office park somewhere who
maybe has been misclassified or cheating—is
getting cheated, knows that she doesn’t have
sick leave, doesn’t have overtime pay, but
frankly, feels isolated, doesn’t have recourse
immediately to a union someplace, isn’t—
doesn’t have the time—because she’s got to
take care of her kids—doesn’t have time to go
to a town hall or a union meeting, but would be
very interested if she thought that there was a
way for her to join up with others in order to
promote her interests. And so that was how
this thing got started.

I—the reason I wanted to share that with
you is to say that this is the beginning of a con-
versation that I want to push for the next 15
months, through the end of my Presidency.
And the ideas that have been generated from
these groups, we're going to try to collate, we
will then distribute. And then I'll make sure
that my team is working with the various orga-
nizations and individuals that are represented
here to think about how do we then follow up
in concrete ways around these issues, whether
that means doing some regional summits or
more localized summits to talk about very par-
ticular issues; whether it’s identifying three or
four ideas that have enough traction that we
want to start pushing them real hard; whether

it is attaching more publicity to a particular or-
ganizing drive that’s taking place right now; or
taking an idea that involves branding good
practices and starting to lift that up more.

I don’t know yet what you guys will deter-
mine are the best ideas, but we’re going to be
seeking your input. And that’s how we’re going
to make sure to follow up.

I guess what I'm saying is, is that we provid-
ed the platform, but you own this thing. And so
this is not one of those situations where you
had a nice time, you took some pictures—
[laughter]—and then, 6 months from now,
you're all like, well, what did Obama do? That’s
not the deal here. [Laughter]

All right, the deal is T will work with you
around the ideas that you identify. And we’ll
work together. And, hopefully, this will be the
start of reversing some trends, both economic
and cultural, that have been around way too
long.

All right? Thank you, everybody. Good job.

Ms. Miller. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred Richard L. Trumka, presi-
dent, American Federation of Labor and Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO).
Ms. Henry referred to Kansas City, MO, resi-
dent Terrance Wise, who introduced the Presi-
dent for his earlier remarks to summit partici-
pants.

Statement on the Sinking of the El Faro Cargo Ship

October 7, 2015

The captain and crew of the El Faro were
Americans and Poles, men and women, experi-
enced mariners and young seamen. They were
beloved sons and daughters and loving hus-
bands and fathers. They were dedicated engi-
neers, technicians, and a cook. And these 33
sailors were united by a bond that has linked
our merchant mariners for more than two cen-
turies: a love of the sea. As their ship battled
the storm, they were no doubt working as they
lived: together, as one crew. This tragedy also
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reminds us that most of the goods and prod-
ucts we rely on every day still move by sea. As
Americans, our economic prosperity and quali—
ty of life depend upon men and women who
serve aboard ships like the El Faro.

I thank everyone across our Government
and in the private sector who worked so tire-
lessly, on the sea and in the air, day after day,
in the massive search for survivors. The investi-
gation now underway will have the full support
of the U.S. Government, because the grieving



families of the El Faro deserve answers and be-
cause we have to do everything in our power to
ensure the safety of our people, including
those who work at sea. Today 28 American
families—from Florida to Maine—and five
Polish families are heartbroken. May they be
comforted, in some small way, in knowing that
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they have the love and support of their neigh-
bors, the merchant mariner community, and
the American people. May God bless the men
and women of the El Faro. May He comfort
their families. And may He watch over and
protect all those who serve at sea on behalf of
us all.

Remarks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute Annual Awards Gala

October 8, 2015

Audience member. 1 love you!

The President. 1 love you back. Buenas
noches! Well, it is good to be here. Thank you,
Secretary Castro, not just for the introduction,
but for the great work he is doing on behalf of
the American people every single day. Thank
you to your chair, Linda Sanchez, for her out-
standing leadership in the Congress. Thank
you to all of you for having me here tonight.

Audience member. Thank you!

The President. Thank you! I'd like to begin
my remarks with a story.

Audience member. 1 love youl!

The President. 1 love you too! [Laughter]
But look, I've got to tell you this story here. So,
on an evening about 75 years ago, in the Boyle
Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles, a young
man proposed to the woman of his dreams.

Any of us who've done that—and I have—
[laughter]—know at that moment he was feel-
ing pretty nervous. And fortunately for him,
she said yes. And because apparently he was
making the kind of money I was making when
I proposed—(laughter]—to celebrate, they
went to a hot dog stand. Things were simpler
back then. But things took a wrong turn. Au-
thorities suddenly pulled up, lined them up,
patted them down, demanded to see their IDs,
just because they were Mexican American.
And when the young man handed over his wal-
let, the officer pulled the cards out of it and
just dropped them on the sidewalk, and then
he said, “Now you pick them up.”

“I remember getting on my knees and pick-
ing them up,” that young man said decades lat-
er. And we can imagine his fear and his humili-
ation. What had been a beautiful day had sud-
denly become an example of occurrences that

were happening far too often. And imagine
how easy it would have been for him at that
moment to turn to despair and to allow the an-
ger and the resentment to feed a cynicism and
for him to decide that America could never
change.

But that young man was named Ed Roybal.
And Ed Roybal never lost faith in himself or in
his country. And less than 25 years after he was
brought to his knees on the streets of Los An-
geles, Ed stood under the Capitol Dome to
represent those very same streets in the Con-
gress of the United States of America. He ded-
icated his life to the idea that America can
change, that our Union can become more per-
fect. And today, his legacy lives on not only in
the legislation he passed and the improve-
ments he made in his district, but also in his
daughter Lucille, who is here tonight. And he
helped start the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus because he knew that we are stronger to-
gether than we could ever be alone.

And that’s the same reason I ran for this of-
fice 8 years ago, not because I believed in what
I could do, but because I believed in what we
could do together. The financial crisis hadn’t
even hit yet, and we came to understand it was
going to make our job a lot harder. But thanks
to the members of the Hispanic Caucus,
thanks to people like Nancy Pelosi—who is
standing here tonight—thanks to the determi-
nation and fundamental optimism of the
American people, we have made progress.

When I took office, the unemployment rate
was on its way to 10 percent. Today, it's 5.1
percent. The unemployment rate among Lati-
nos hit 13 percent, and we've brought that
down to 6.4 percent. When I took office, we
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