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Message to the Congress Transmitting the United States-Czech Republic
Supplementary Social Security Agreement

October 6, 2015
To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Securi-
ty Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95-216,
42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit herewith the
Supplementary Agreement Amending the
Agreement on Social Security between the
United States of America and the Czech Re-
public (the “Supplementary Agreement”). The
Supplementary Agreement, signed at Prague
on September 23, 2013, is intended to modify
a certain provision of the Agreement on Social
Security between the United States of America
and the Czech Republic, with Administrative
Arrangement, signed at Prague on September
7, 2007, and entered into force January 1, 2009
(the “U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement”).

The U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement
as amended by the Supplementary Agreement
is similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with most Europe-
an Union countries, Australia, Canada, Chile,
Japan, Norway, and the Republic of Korea.
Such bilateral agreements provide for limited
coordination between the United States and
foreign social security systems to eliminate du-
al social security coverage and taxation, and to
help prevent the lost benefit protection that
can occur when workers divide their careers
between two countries.

The Supplementary Agreement amends the
U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement to ac-
count for a new Czech domestic health insur-

ance law, which was enacted subsequent to the
signing of the U.S.-Czech Social Security
Agreement in 2007. By including the health in-
surance law within the scope of the U.S.-Czech
Social Security Agreement, this amendment
will exempt U.S. citizen workers and multina-
tional companies from contributing to the
Czech health insurance system, when such
workers otherwise meet all of the ordinary cri-
teria for such an exemption.

The U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement,
as amended, will continue to contain all provi-
sions mandated by section 233 of the Social Se-
curity Act and other provisions that I deem ap-
propriate to carry out the purposes of section
233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of the Social
Security Act.

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report required by section
233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act on the esti-
mated number of individuals who will be af-
fected by the Supplementary Agreement and
its estimated cost effect. The Department of
State and the Social Security Administration
have recommended the Supplementary Agree-
ment and related documents to me.

I commend the Supplementary Agreement
to the U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement
and related documents.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 6, 2015.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Joachim Gauck of Germany

October 7, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a great honor to
have a great friend of the United States, Presi-
dent Gauck, visit the Oval Office. It gives me
an opportunity to repay the hospitality that the
President extended to me during one of my
visits to Germany.
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Although it’s well-known in Germany, I—
for American audiences, some people may not
be aware of the President’s extraordinary life
and the role that he’s played in creating a mod-
ern, unified, democratic, and peaceful Germa-
ny. As a pastor and a democratic activist in
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