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Message to the Congress Transmitting the United States-Czech Republic
Supplementary Social Security Agreement
October 6, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Securi-
ty Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–216,
42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit herewith the
Supplementary Agreement Amending the
Agreement on Social Security between the
United States of America and the Czech Re-
public (the “Supplementary Agreement”). The
Supplementary Agreement, signed at Prague
on September 23, 2013, is intended to modify
a certain provision of the Agreement on Social
Security between the United States of America
and the Czech Republic, with Administrative
Arrangement, signed at Prague on September
7, 2007, and entered into force January 1, 2009
(the “U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement”).

The U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement
as amended by the Supplementary Agreement
is similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with most Europe-
an Union countries, Australia, Canada, Chile,
Japan, Norway, and the Republic of Korea.
Such bilateral agreements provide for limited
coordination between the United States and
foreign social security systems to eliminate du-
al social security coverage and taxation, and to
help prevent the lost benefit protection that
can occur when workers divide their careers
between two countries.

The Supplementary Agreement amends the
U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement to ac-
count for a new Czech domestic health insur-

ance law, which was enacted subsequent to the
signing of the U.S.-Czech Social Security
Agreement in 2007. By including the health in-
surance law within the scope of the U.S.-Czech
Social Security Agreement, this amendment
will exempt U.S. citizen workers and multina-
tional companies from contributing to the
Czech health insurance system, when such
workers otherwise meet all of the ordinary cri-
teria for such an exemption.

The U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement,
as amended, will continue to contain all provi-
sions mandated by section 233 of the Social Se-
curity Act and other provisions that I deem ap-
propriate to carry out the purposes of section
233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of the Social
Security Act.

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report required by section
233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act on the esti-
mated number of individuals who will be af-
fected by the Supplementary Agreement and
its estimated cost effect. The Department of
State and the Social Security Administration
have recommended the Supplementary Agree-
ment and related documents to me.

I commend the Supplementary Agreement
to the U.S.-Czech Social Security Agreement
and related documents.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 6, 2015.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Joachim Gauck of Germany
October 7, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a great honor to
have a great friend of the United States, Presi-
dent Gauck, visit the Oval Office. It gives me
an opportunity to repay the hospitality that the
President extended to me during one of my
visits to Germany.

Although it’s well-known in Germany, I—
for American audiences, some people may not
be aware of the President’s extraordinary life
and the role that he’s played in creating a mod-
ern, unified, democratic, and peaceful Germa-
ny. As a pastor and a democratic activist in
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Eastern Germany, he played an important role
in giving voice to the aspirations of all those
who sought a unified Germany that reflected
the values that we now see in that great coun-
try.

And as Germany recently marked an impor-
tant milestone in reunification, it’s a great re-
minder that not only was reunification impor-
tant for Germany, but it was important for Eu-
rope, it was important for the transatlantic re-
lationship, and it was important for the world.

Germany obviously is one of our strongest
allies. And the President continues to give
voice to the importance of the U.S.-German
relationship, to the values of tolerance and de-
mocracy and human rights and freedom that
are so important to both of our countries. On a
wide range of international issues—from the
tragic situation in Syria and the need for a hu-
mane response to the refugee crisis, to a
peaceful resolution that prevents Iran from
getting a nuclear weapon—the President’s
voice has been clear in helping Germany make
its mark on the world stage and serve as an in-
credibly important partner for us.

And I think his travel itinerary here in the
United States, visiting Philadelphia and seeing
the Liberty Bell, visits here to the King Memo-
rial and the Lincoln Memorial, I think are in-
dicative of the shared values, both democratic
and religious and humanist, that are so impor-
tant to the President, important to Germany,
and important to the American people.

So we welcome him. I look forward to an ex-
cellent discussion about how we can further
deepen our already extraordinarily strong ties
and deeply appreciate the work that he’s done
on behalf of Germany and on behalf of the
world.

President Gauck. Mr. President, I would
like to thank you very much for having invited
me. Your invitation reaches me at the age—at
a time where I’ve turned 75. And in that lifes-
pan of mine, the United States of America
have twice expressed their strong support for a
positive development of Germany and thus
have had a positive influence on German de-
velopment.

And my visit has to be viewed in a broader
historical context. Seventy years ago, Germany
suffered a vast defeat, a defeat that then
turned into a liberation for the country. Many
Americans gave their lives at that time in order
to bring out that liberation. Twenty-five years
ago, my country became reunited. Americans
like the then-President George W. Bush Se-
nior and other Americans have expressed their
strong support firmly and early on in ensuring
that Germany became united. One cannot but
express one’s gratitude for that fact. And this is
how I want my visit to be understood.

It is in this context that you have mentioned
the places I’ve had the pleasure to visit during
my visit here. In Philadelphia, I went to see
Liberty Bell and Independence Hall. I went to
the room in which important documents of im-
portance for the integrity of the United States
of America—freedom for everyone, that is, a
nation of liberty—are displayed.

I went to visit the Lincoln Memorial, to re-
member Martin Luther King, and thus I ex-
pect that, above and beyond the topics that we
will discuss today and that we need to discuss
because they are of importance and affect us
these days, my visit is also to be understood as
kind of pilgrimage to the birthplace of a coun-
try that embodies very important concepts and
ideas, ideas that are important for the Ameri-
can people, but also for the history of mankind.

Thus, I have the expectations that, as I said,
of course, we are going to talk about topical is-
sues, but we will also have the opportunity to
address the odd problem in that context, but I
also want to do that, expressing my full aware-
ness of the fact that the relations between our
countries and peoples are firmly based on a
solid, longstanding foundation.

Mr. President, I am very grateful that you
have raised a topic that has turned into a burn-
ing issue these days, one of the major problems
on our agenda, and that is the present situation
in Syria, which is very complicated and com-
plex indeed. We are not yet in a position where
we could claim that we have found the appro-
priate response to this problem and this crisis,
and as the crisis unfolds, we are faced with a
situation that faces another difficult situation
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for us, and that is the great influx of a great
number of refugees, of people who are fearing
for their lives and thus are leaving their home
country.

Now, Germany, because of its history, is a
country that shows great readiness to allow
these people into its country to provide—to of-
fer asylum for these people in dire need. And
this is why this issue has very much moved into
the focus of political debate and to the top of
Germany’s or Europe’s political agenda these
days.

We are quite aware of the fact that this is a
major humanitarian challenge that we have to
address. And my hope would be, my wish
would be that a realization that that awareness
does not only exist in Europe, but it’s also
something that is recognized in the United
States of America. And I also have the sincere
hope and wish that we may succeed in finding
a solution on the one hand for these people
who are fleeing their country, but also a solu-
tion that will allow us to tackle the problem at
its root causes.

We are very close here, Mr. President. Ev-
ery side is trying to do its bit. And I’m very
grateful for the fact—[inaudible].

It is in this sense that I would like to convey
the heartfelt greetings of the Federal Chancel-

lor to you, Mr. President. At the same time, I
would like to thank you for the very kind words
you have found as regards my personal life and
myself as a person.

I still remember very fondly the joy felt by
the German people when you for the first time
came to pay a visit to my country. And that
feeling of openness and joy was a feeling that
was addressed to you, Mr. President, but it was
also Germans’ hearts going out to the Ameri-
can people and to the Nobel Peace Laureate,
Barack Obama. And I think that that is an illus-
tration of the fact that, despite the disagree-
ments and misunderstandings that occur every
once in a while—and I think that is only natu-
ral, in a way, amongst partners—we are very
close. We are cooperating closely. We share
common values. And I would wish to underline
this here and now once again.

President Obama. Thank you very much, ev-
erybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, President Gauck referred to Chancellor
Angela Merkel of Germany. President Gauck
spoke in German, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.

Remarks at the White House Summit on Worker Voice
October 7, 2015

The President. Thank you so much. Well, ev-
erybody, please have a seat. Welcome to the
White House. Let me offer at the outset the
observation that Terrance could run for some-
thing. [Laughter] But we’re so grateful to you
for sharing your story, for everything you’re
doing to organize and inspire Americans across
the country. You already recognized your mom
Joann, another fast-food worker who’s come
up today from South Carolina. This is actually
a remarkable moment: Neither of them make
enough money to be able to afford to travel
much, so this is the first time Terrance and
Joann have seen each other in 10 years.

Audience members. Aww!

The President. Ten years apart because they
don’t earn enough to be able to just hop on a
plane and visit each other.

The only problem I have with this story is
that I am not sure that Joann is old enough to
actually be Terrance’s mom—[laughter]—
based on how she’s looking there. [Laughter]

Their story describes why we wanted to have
this summit. Their story describes why workers
need a voice. That’s why our Secretary of La-
bor, Tom Perez, is here, and I should add, this
is a pretty good way for the Labor Secretary to
celebrate his birthday.

That’s why we’ve got our outstanding leader
in the House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi,
here. And Senator Al Franken is here. And
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