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young person can afford the new skills that
they need to get a good job.

So, over the last few years, States likes yours
have gotten a lot done. And I hope you’re go-
ing to head back home ready to get even more
done, whether it’s some of the issues I already
mentioned or expanding pre-K or modernizing
licensing laws to help workers and our veterans
fill those jobs or putting into place the—some
limits on the amount of carbon pollution that
power plants can generate and dump into our
air. We’ve got to keep moving forward. And
we’ve got to keep measuring success not just
by winning elections—although I do want us to
do a little more work and pay a little more at-
tention to State and legislative elections and
gubernatorial elections and not just focused on
national politics, because that’s where a lot of
decisions get made—but I want us most im-
portantly, to be focusing on how we’re helping
people in their own lives every single day.

At its worst, politics can be a dirty business.
It can be a tool for those with wealth and pow-
er to rig the system so that they can keep that
wealth and power. It can be a place where
elected officials shy away from tough issues be-
cause they’re not interested in stirring up con-
troversy that might cost them an election. But
that makes it all the more important that we’ve
got folks like you who believe in practicing pol-
itics at its best.

So when you talk to principled, passionate
people who want to run for office for the right

reasons, but wonder if it’s really worth it, you
can tell them that the President of the United
States says absolutely. It is absolutely worth it.
We haven’t won every fight. We’ve got a lot
more work to do. But all across America, there
are people who have jobs today that didn’t
have them because of the work that we did.
There are people who have health insurance
today who didn’t have it before because of the
work that we did. There are students who are
going to college for the first time because
we’ve made that possible. There are veterans
who served tour after tour who are now home
with their families and are getting help that
they have not only earned, but that will help
make our country stronger.

So that’s what change looks like. And that’s
why the right policies are important. And that’s
what public service is about. So I want to thank
all of you for the outstanding work that you are
doing to keep your communities, your States
on the right track. When you get frustrated,
don’t lose heart, because we’re counting on
you and, more importantly, the families in your
districts and in your States are counting on
you. And I think their faith is well placed.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. in the
South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Jerry E. Abramson, Di-
rector, Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.

Message to the Congress on Terminating the Designations of Seychelles,
Uruguay, and Venezuela as Beneficiary Developing Countries Under the
Generalized System of Preferences Program
September 30, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 502(f)(2) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)), I am providing
notification of my intent to terminate the des-
ignations of Seychelles, Uruguay, and Venezu-
ela as beneficiary developing countries under
the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)

program. Section 502(e) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2462(e)) provides that if the President
determines that a beneficiary developing coun-
try has become a “high income” country, as de-
fined by the official statistics of the Interna-
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment of the World Bank (the “World Bank”),
the President shall terminate the designation
of such country as a beneficiary developing
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country for purposes of the GSP program, ef-
fective on January 1 of the second year follow-
ing the year in which such determination is
made.

Pursuant to section 502(e) of the 1974 Act, I
have determined that it is appropriate to termi-
nate the designations of Seychelles, Uruguay,
and Venezuela as beneficiary developing coun-
tries under the GSP program, because they
have become high income countries as defined
by the World Bank. Accordingly, their eligibili-

ty for trade benefits under the GSP program
will end on January 1, 2017.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 30, 2015.

NOTE: The related proclamation is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress on Terminating the Designation of Seychelles as a
Beneficiary Sub-Saharan African Country Under the African Growth and
Opportunity Act
September 30, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

I am providing notification of my intent to
terminate the designation of Seychelles as a
beneficiary sub-Saharan African country under
the African Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA) program.

Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (the “1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C.
2466a(a)(1)) authorizes the President to desig-
nate a country listed in section 107 of the
AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a beneficiary sub-
Saharan African country eligible for the bene-
fits described in section 506A(b) of the 1974
Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(b)), if the President de-
termines that the country meets the eligibility
requirements in section 104 of the AGOA (19
U.S.C. 3703), subject to the authority granted
to the President under subsections (a), (d), and
(e) of section 502 of the 1974 Act.

Pursuant to section 502(e) of the 1974 Act, I
have determined that Seychelles has become a
“high income” country and its designation as a
beneficiary sub-Saharan country is no longer
within the authority granted to the President
under section 502 of the 1974 Act. According-
ly, pursuant to section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974
Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), I have determined
that Seychelles is no longer eligible for benefits
as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country
for the purpose of section 506A of the 1974
Act, effective January 1, 2017.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 30, 2015.

NOTE: The related proclamation is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Designating Funds for Overseas Contingency
Operations and Global Counterterrorism
September 30, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 114(c) of the
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016, also titled
the TSA Office of Inspection Accountability Act

of 2015 (the “Act”), I hereby designate for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War
on Terrorism all funding (including the rescis-
sion of funds) and contributions from foreign
governments so designated by the Congress in
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