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export control regimes within our targeted
timeframe.

Our partnership addresses a broad range of
strategic and security concerns. Our defense
cooperation, including defense training, is ex-
panding. As extrinsic terrorism threats grow
and new ones emerge, we have resolved to fur-
ther deepen cooperation on counterterrorism
and radicalism.

We have just had a successful cybersecurity
dialogue. We have agreed to further strength-
en our consultation and cooperation on help-
ing the Afghan people combat terrorism and
build a peaceful, stable, and prosperous future
of their nation.

I welcome the progress in giving shape to
our joint strategic vision on our Asia-Pacific
and Indian Ocean region and also our joint en-
gagement with regional partners like Japan.
This will also strengthen our maritime security
cooperation. To further increase our strategic
engagement in the region, I look forward to

work with the U.S. for India’s early member-
ship of Asian-Pacific economic community.

Our economic partnership is a key driver of
our relationship. I had an excellent meeting
with business leaders in New York and San Jo-
se. I’m very pleased with the confidence in In-
dia, and value their constructive feedback and
suggestions. We will also continue to work to-
wards a stronger bilateral framework of eco-
nomic cooperation, including the bilateral in-
vestment treaty and totalization agreement.

This meeting and my engagement in the
U.S. demonstrate the extraordinary depth and
diversity of our relationship. Our meeting to-
day was very productive in advancing some of
our immediate priorities and also our broader
strategic partnership.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you, my friend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:19 p.m. in
Conference Room C at United Nations Head-
quarters.

Remarks at the United Nations Leaders’ Summit on Peacekeeping in New
York City
September 28, 2015

Good afternoon. Mr. Secretary-General,
heads of state and government, distinguished
representatives: The word “peacekeeping”
does not appear in the Charter of the United
Nations. But for the past seven decades, our
collective ability to “maintain international
peace and security” has often depended on the
willingness of courageous U.N. peacekeepers
to put their lives on the line in war-torn cor-
ners of the world.

Over the years—from El Salvador to Na-
mibia, from Liberia to Timor-Leste—more
than 1 million men and women in blue helmets
have prevented violence and preserved peace.
They have saved lives. They’ve given societies a
chance to rebuild. Through bitter experience,
in places like Bosnia and Rwanda, we’ve
learned painful lessons, and we’ve worked to
do better. Right now, as we speak, more than
100,000 troops and police are deployed around
the world: training police in Haiti, promoting

stability in Lebanon, protecting civilians in
South Sudan. And down the decades, more
than 3,300 peacekeepers, as well as many po-
lice and civilian staff, have made the ultimate
sacrifice. The United Nations and the United
States salutes them all.

We know that peace operations are not the
solution to every problem, but they do remain
one of the world’s most important tools to ad-
dress armed conflict. And I called for this sum-
mit because U.N. peacekeeping operations are
experiencing unprecedented strains. Old chal-
lenges persist: Too few nations bear a dispro-
portionate burden of providing troops, which is
unsustainable. Atop this, we’ve seen new chal-
lenges: more armed conflicts, more instability
driven by terrorism and violent extremism, and
more refugees.

As a consequence, peacekeepers head into
more difficult and deadlier conflicts. They’re
given ambitious mandates and charged with in-
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creasingly dangerous and complex missions.
Just yesterday, a U.N. peacekeeper was killed
in Darfur, and we’ve seen reports today of a
tragic incident in the Central African Republic.
Put simply, the supply of well-trained, well-
equipped peacekeepers can’t keep up with the
growing demand. 

So we are here today, together, to strength-
en and reform U.N. peacekeeping because our
common security demands it. This is not some-
thing that we do for others, this is something
that we do collectively because our collective
security depends on it.

As the largest financial contributor to the
U.N. peacekeeping operations, the United
States intends to continue to do its part. And
today I’m issuing new Presidential guidance—
the first in more than 20 years—to expand our
support for U.N. peace operations. Like the
nations participating today, we’ll pledge addi-
tional resources. We’ll work to double the
number of U.S. military officers serving in
peacekeeping operations. We will offer logisti-
cal support, including our unrivaled network of
air- and sealift. When there’s an urgent need
and we’re uniquely positioned to help, we’ll
undertake engineering projects like building
airfields and base camps for new missions. And
we’ll step up our efforts to help build the
U.N.’s capacity, from identifying state-of-the-
art technology to offering training to protec-
tion against IEDs.

And together, there’s much more we need
to do together. So let me briefly suggest sever-
al key areas where we can focus.

First, more nations need to contribute more
forces. We are joined today by countries from
every region of the world. And I want to thank
those who already do so much, and commend
those who have come here prepared to do
more. At this summit, more than 50 coun-
tries—from Bangladesh to Colombia, from
Finland to China—are making commitments
totaling more than 30,000 new troops and po-
lice. And they’re stepping up with critical con-
tributions like medical units, helicopters, and
capabilities to counter IEDs, which will help
peacekeepers be able to stay safe and succeed
in their missions. This all represents significant

progress, and over the coming years, I believe
more nations can make even more contribu-
tions. 

Second, we need to improve the protection
of civilians. Unlike 20 years ago, today’s U.N.
peacekeepers have the clear authority to safe-
guard the innocent, but it is still applied un-
evenly. That’s why the principles and best
practices for civilian protection laid out in Ki-
gali are so important. Because for innocent
people caught in the crossfire in places like
South Sudan, the actions of U.N. peacekeepers
can mean the difference between life and
death.

At the same time, we have to candidly ac-
knowledge that abuse by peacekeepers has to
end. I want to be very clear: The overwhelming
number of peacekeepers serve with honor and
decency in extraordinarily difficult situations.
But we have seen some appalling cases of
peacekeepers abusing civilians—including
rape and sexual assault—and that is totally un-
acceptable. It’s an affront to human decency. It
undermines the core mission because it erodes
trust with communities. It has a corrosive ef-
fect on global confidence in peacekeeping it-
self.

So, Mr. Secretary-General, we commend
you for leading on this issue and insisting on
accountability, and we know you cannot solve
this problem alone. As leaders and as an inter-
national community, we have to insist on zero
tolerance for abuse—zero.

Third, we need to reform and modernize
peace operations because today’s complex con-
flicts demand it. And that means putting in
place the highest caliber, merit-based leader-
ship teams for every single mission. It means
making sure we get more women leaders into
critical roles. It means planning the rules for
operations in the field and not in conference
rooms.

Our goal should be to make every new
peace operation more efficient and more effec-
tive than the last. Beyond strengthening U.N.
peacekeeping, the United States also supports
developing new and deeper partnerships be-
tween the U.N. and the African Union to pro-
vide reliable support for AU peace operations.
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And we look forward to hearing concrete pro-
posals from our African partners to advance
this work. 

Finally, we need to increase our support of
the full range of U.N. diplomatic tools—in-
cluding mediation, Envoys, and special politi-
cal missions—which help us to prevent con-
flicts in the first place. We cannot expect
peacekeeping operations to succeed unless the
parties involved are willing and committed to
making peace.

Now, if we do all these things, if we provide
the support and embrace the reforms that I’ve
described today, I believe we can strengthen
peace operations for decades to come. Because
we know—we can be certain—that in the years
ahead, as conflicts arise, the call will go out to
those men and women in blue helmets to re-
store calm and to keep the peace and to save
lives. And when they go, their success and their
lives will depend on whether they have the

training and the forces and the capabilities and
the global support they need to succeed in
their mission. The decisions and the commit-
ments we make today can help ensure that
they do.

I want to thank all of you for your partner-
ship and the commitments that your nations
are making here. We will hear some extraordi-
nary commitments from a number of nations.
And we are very proud that the international
community has responded to this call in such a
significant way. Rest assured that, in this criti-
cal work, the United States will be a strong
partner to all of you.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. in the
Trusteeship Council Chamber at United Na-
tions Headquarters. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of
the United Nations.

Joint Statement—Declaration of United Nations Leaders’ Summit on
Peacekeeping
September 28, 2015

The Governments of Armenia, Australia,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Chile, China, Colom-
bia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ethio-
pia, Finland, Fiji, France, Georgia, Germany,
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Malay-
sia, Nepal, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Pe-
ru, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Tur-
key, Senegal, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri
Lanka, Sweden, Thailand, Ukraine, United
States, United Kingdom, Uruguay, and Viet-
nam jointly declare their support for the fol-
lowing:

As the United Nations marks its seventieth
anniversary, we recognize that, for sixty-seven
years, its Member States have called and de-
pended upon United Nations peacekeeping
operations to help maintain international
peace and security around the world. Since
1948, UN peacekeeping has evolved through
tragedy and triumph to meet new security
threats and challenges as the world itself, and
environments in which peacekeepers are de-

ployed, has changed dramatically. We salute
the sacrifices of the brave peacekeepers, who
deploy to volatile and dangerous locations
throughout the world to serve humanity and
the cause of peace. Today, we celebrate the es-
sential role that UN peacekeeping plays in
bringing security, hope and peace to millions
of people, redouble our efforts to ensure that
peacekeeping operations succeed in meeting
this challenge and underscore our commit-
ment to the highest standards of professional-
ism and conduct.

We believe that the effectiveness of UN
peacekeeping operations is the responsibility
of all Member States and relies particularly on
partnerships among the Security Council,
Troop and Police Contributing Countries, fi-
nancial contributors, host countries, the UN
Secretariat and regional organizations. We,
therefore, welcome the convening of the re-
gional meetings on peacekeeping held in Ethi-
opia, Indonesia, Rwanda, the Netherlands and
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