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Secretary-General, you have helped to mobi-
lize the world around a host of urgent chal-
lenges: humanitarian disasters, our new sus-
tainable development goals, and climate
change. I value your friendship. I value your
counsel. I’m glad you think that we’re all
lucky to have this many challenges. [Laugh-
ter] I don’t know if you personally always feel
that way. But because of your tireless work,
the world is a better place. We very much ap-
preciate you.

One of the Secretary-General’s predeces-
sors, Dag Hammarskjold, once said, “The pur-
suit of peace and progress, with its trials and its
errors, its successes and its setbacks, can never
be relaxed and can never be abandoned.” Over
the past seven decades, we’ve witnessed this
institution’s enormous power to resolve con-
flicts and protect the world’s vulnerable peo-
ple, to strengthen international cooperation,
including between former adversaries. But we
are facing extraordinary challenges today, ones
that test our capacity to work together: human-
itarian crises, challenges to the international
order, threats to human rights. And so our abil-
ity to come together as the United Nations is
being tested once again.

When I think about the true measure of our
success going forward, the opportunities that
we create for our people, the security that we
provide them, our ability to address terrorism
or the ravages of climate change, I feel opti-
mistic that we can tackle these problems if we
all work together. And this institution will be
critical in order for us to achieve those goals.

There is no problem that man has caused
that man cannot solve if we are bold enough,
deploy our imagination, have the political will,
and recognize our common humanity. That’s
what the United Nations is about. That’s what
our Secretary-General has been about.

And I want to propose a toast: To all of our
nations, to the United Nations, to the people
that we represent and to whom we have re-
sponsibilities towards. Amid the inevitable tri-
als and setbacks, may we never relax in our
pursuit of progress, and may we never abandon
the pursuit of peace.

Cheers.

[At this point, the President offered a toast.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. in the
North Delegates’ Lounge at United Nations
Headquarters.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India
in New York City
September 28, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a great pleasure
to meet once again with my good friend, Prime
Minister Modi. Our meeting builds on the
progress that was made during the wonderful
visit that I was able to make to India, to the
Prime Minister’s invitation, and the historic
participation that I had with Republic Day.
We’ve elevated our ties. We’ve committed our-
selves to a new partnership between our two
countries. And there’s been excellent follow-
through on a whole range of issues.

Much of our discussion today focused on the
upcoming climate conference in Paris. We

agreed that this is a critical issue for the world;
that all of us have responsibilities. We are en-
couraged by the aggressive nature of President
[Prime Minister]* Modi’s commitment to clean
energy. And what I indicated to the Prime
Minister is that I really think that India’s lead-
ership in this upcoming conference will set the
tone not just for today, but for decades to
come. And I have great confidence in our abili-
ty to partner with other large countries like
China and the European Union’s efforts in or-
der for us to really solve this problem in a sig-
nificant way that will help not just our people,
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but I think can actually be an engine of growth
over the long term.

We also had a chance to talk about trade and
investment, where our governments and busi-
ness leaders met again last week to forge new
partnerships to create jobs and opportunities
for Indians and Americans. Prime Minister
Modi has called on the Indian diaspora in the
United States, which is very large and very suc-
cessful, to contribute their talents to India’s
progress. And that’s something that we wel-
come.

And we discussed how we can further refine
our strategic vision—our common joint vi-
sion—moving forward for security and part-
nerships. And that encompasses everything
from scientific exchanges and educational ex-
changes to security cooperation and defense
procurement. On all these issues, the Prime
Minister has been an outstanding partner, and
it reflects the fact that as the two largest de-
mocracies in the world—or two of the largest
democracies in the world, we have an opportu-
nity to help to define a common set of princi-
ples that are consistent with what the United
Nations believes and are consistent with what
both India’s and the United States’ founders
believed: that governments are there to serve
their people and to provide uplift and prosper-
ity to everyone. And in my interactions with
Prime Minister Modi, I have to say that those
ideals are ones that he not only gives lip service
to, but he also acts on. And so we very much
appreciate his friendship and his partnership.

Prime Minister Modi. President Obama,
members of the media, it is a great pleasure to
meet President Obama in New York. Thank
you for your hosting this meeting. I deeply val-
ue our friendship and your vision and commit-
ment for the relationship between our two
countries.

We have achieved significant progress in our
bilateral cooperation and international part-
nership. I was in Silicon Valley over the week-
end; I experienced the strength of American
innovation and enterprise that provide the
foundation of American success. I also saw the
driving force of our relationship—youth, tech-
nology, and innovation—and the natural part-

nership of Indian and Americans in advancing
human progress.

California also reminds us that India and the
United States are part of the dynamic Asia-Pa-
cific region. Amid the problems that world fac-
es today and the global challenges that we see
ahead, our partnership is a great significance
for us and our world. We can apply innovation
and technology by achieving sustainable devel-
opment goals, including combating climate
change and conserving nature.

President and I share an uncompromising
commitment on climate change without affect-
ing our ability to meet the development aspira-
tions of humanity. We have both set ambitious
national agendas. In India, our major include
not just a plan to have 175 gigawatt of renew-
able energy by 2022, but a development strate-
gy that will enable us to transition to a more
sustainable energy mix. This is an exercise we
are undertaking in the spirit of our culture and
tradition, but also because of our commitment
to the future of this planet. Our extraordinary
bilateral partnership in the energy sector focus
on clean and renewable energy and energy ef-
ficiency.

I also thank President Obama for his posi-
tive response to my call for a global public
partnership for developing affordable clean en-
ergy source. And that will enable faster adop-
tion of clean energy across the world. We
should work together to advance the goal. And
it is equally important to develop mechanisms
to ensure that the affordable also become ac-
cessible to those who need it the most.

We look forward to comprehensive and con-
crete outcome in Paris with a positive agenda
on combating climate change which also focus-
es on access to finance and technology for the
developing world, especially the poor countries
and small island states.

I thank President Obama for U.S. support
for India’s permanent membership of a re-
formed U.N. Security Council. I also sought
U.S. support to complete the reform process
within a fixed frame—timeframe. I expressed
our appreciation for continued U.S. support
for India’s membership of the international
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export control regimes within our targeted
timeframe.

Our partnership addresses a broad range of
strategic and security concerns. Our defense
cooperation, including defense training, is ex-
panding. As extrinsic terrorism threats grow
and new ones emerge, we have resolved to fur-
ther deepen cooperation on counterterrorism
and radicalism.

We have just had a successful cybersecurity
dialogue. We have agreed to further strength-
en our consultation and cooperation on help-
ing the Afghan people combat terrorism and
build a peaceful, stable, and prosperous future
of their nation.

I welcome the progress in giving shape to
our joint strategic vision on our Asia-Pacific
and Indian Ocean region and also our joint en-
gagement with regional partners like Japan.
This will also strengthen our maritime security
cooperation. To further increase our strategic
engagement in the region, I look forward to

work with the U.S. for India’s early member-
ship of Asian-Pacific economic community.

Our economic partnership is a key driver of
our relationship. I had an excellent meeting
with business leaders in New York and San Jo-
se. I’m very pleased with the confidence in In-
dia, and value their constructive feedback and
suggestions. We will also continue to work to-
wards a stronger bilateral framework of eco-
nomic cooperation, including the bilateral in-
vestment treaty and totalization agreement.

This meeting and my engagement in the
U.S. demonstrate the extraordinary depth and
diversity of our relationship. Our meeting to-
day was very productive in advancing some of
our immediate priorities and also our broader
strategic partnership.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you, my friend.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:19 p.m. in
Conference Room C at United Nations Head-
quarters.

Remarks at the United Nations Leaders’ Summit on Peacekeeping in New
York City
September 28, 2015

Good afternoon. Mr. Secretary-General,
heads of state and government, distinguished
representatives: The word “peacekeeping”
does not appear in the Charter of the United
Nations. But for the past seven decades, our
collective ability to “maintain international
peace and security” has often depended on the
willingness of courageous U.N. peacekeepers
to put their lives on the line in war-torn cor-
ners of the world.

Over the years—from El Salvador to Na-
mibia, from Liberia to Timor-Leste—more
than 1 million men and women in blue helmets
have prevented violence and preserved peace.
They have saved lives. They’ve given societies a
chance to rebuild. Through bitter experience,
in places like Bosnia and Rwanda, we’ve
learned painful lessons, and we’ve worked to
do better. Right now, as we speak, more than
100,000 troops and police are deployed around
the world: training police in Haiti, promoting

stability in Lebanon, protecting civilians in
South Sudan. And down the decades, more
than 3,300 peacekeepers, as well as many po-
lice and civilian staff, have made the ultimate
sacrifice. The United Nations and the United
States salutes them all.

We know that peace operations are not the
solution to every problem, but they do remain
one of the world’s most important tools to ad-
dress armed conflict. And I called for this sum-
mit because U.N. peacekeeping operations are
experiencing unprecedented strains. Old chal-
lenges persist: Too few nations bear a dispro-
portionate burden of providing troops, which is
unsustainable. Atop this, we’ve seen new chal-
lenges: more armed conflicts, more instability
driven by terrorism and violent extremism, and
more refugees.

As a consequence, peacekeepers head into
more difficult and deadlier conflicts. They’re
given ambitious mandates and charged with in-
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