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President Obama. Well, good evening, ev-
eryone. On behalf of Michelle and myself, wel-
come to the White House. President Xi, Ma-
dame Peng, members of the Chinese delega-
tion: Once again, I want to welcome you as we
honor the ties between our nations and our
peoples.

In our visits to China, Michelle and I have ex-
perienced the traditions, the culture, the cuisine
of a civilization that spans thousands of years. And
I understand that in China there’s a saying, “Food
is heaven.” [Laughter] I dare not stand in the way
of the divine, so I will be brief. [Laughter]

Today President Xi and I agreed to expand
our cooperation between our two nations. I
know that some—in both countries and around
the world—question whether we can sustain
the cooperation that we need and the world
needs. I think we can draw encouragement
from the ties that have long connected our
peoples.

I think of the American airmen during the
Second World War who went down over Chi-
na. Chinese villagers sheltered them, fed them,
clothed them, and treated their wounds. And
decades later, one Chinese man said of the
American he saved: “He is like the thumb on
the hand . . . and I am like the finger. . . . We
are brothers together.”

I think of the ties that are forged every sin-
gle day and that we’ve worked to expand in our
work today: American tourists in China visiting
the Forbidden City and the Great Wall, Chi-
nese tourists visiting our Statue of Liberty and
Independence Hall, our students who cross
the Pacific to learn from each other, our scien-
tists who discover new treatments together,
our health workers who fought Ebola together.

There will be times where there are differ-
ences between our two countries. That’s inevi-
table. There will be times where our interests
entirely overlap. But what I think will be sus-
taining is the friendship between our peoples,
the foundation of the ties between our nations.
And just as you say in China that a “sea accepts
a hundred rivers,” our countries together are
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stronger as—when we accept the diversity and
the views and contributions and uphold the
rights of all of our peoples.

And so I propose a toast: To the people of
China and the people of the United States,
may they work together, like fingers on the
same hand, in friendship and in peace. Ganbei!

[At this point, President Obama offered a toast.]

President Xi. Mr. President and Mrs.
Obama, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends:
Good evening. It gives me great pleasure to at-
tend this grand dinner. On behalf of the Chi-
nese delegation and in the name of my wife
and myself, I wish to extend heartfelt thanks to
you, Mr. President, and to Mrs. Obama.

I also extend my cordial greetings to all the
friends present and, through you, to all those
across American society who take a strong in-
terest in China-U.S. relationship and support
its growth.

My state visit to the United States is an un-
forgettable journey. From the West Coast to
the East Coast, what strikes me most is that the
American people have a lot of good will toward
the Chinese people. And they hope much
more can be accomplished through enhanced
China-U.S. cooperation. I want to assure you
that such good will is fully reciprocated by the
Chinese people.

Since yesterday evening, I have had three
meetings with President Obama. We had can-
did and in-depth exchange of views on China-
U.S. relations and the major issues that are vi-
tal to world peace and development. And we
reached broad and important agreement. Our
discussion has yielded many positive outcomes.

Thirty-six years ago, during his visit to the
United States, Mr. Deng Xiaoping predicted
that China-U.S. relations would make major
progress under new, historical conditions.
Bracing against wind and rain, our relations
have forged ahead and have made extraordi-
nary achievements in the past 30 years and



more. I am convinced that the future of U.S.-
China relations will be even more bright.

This morning my wife and Mrs. Obama vis-
ited the panda house at the National Zoo.
[Laughter] She later told me that she was
deeply touched by the American kids™ love of
panda and their curiosity about and a fondness
for China, the home of panda. My wife said at
the event, the seeds of China-U.S. friendship
have already taken root in the hearts of the
kids. I cannot agree more with her.

Mr. President and Mrs. Obama, ladies and
gentlemen, dear friends, as an ancient Chinese
saying goes: “Only those who take actions can
achieve their goal. Only those who stride for-
ward can reach their destination.” President
Abraham Lincoln once said, “The best way to
predict the future is to create it.” Let us con-
tinue to respect and learn from each other,
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Hi, everybody. Today, September 26, is Na-
tional Prescription Drug Take-Back Day. It’s a
day where you can safely, conveniently, and re-
sponsibly dispose of expired and unwanted
prescription drugs at collection sites in your
community.

Here’s why this matters. More Americans
now die every year from drug overdoses than
they do in car crashes. And most of those
deaths aren’t due to drugs like cocaine or hero-
in, but rather prescription drugs. In 2013
alone, overdoses from prescription pain medi-
cations killed more than 16,000 Americans.
And most young people who begin misusing
prescription drugs don’t buy them in some
dark alley; they get them from the medicine
cabinet.

If that’s not a good enough reason to partici-
pate in National Prescription Drug Take-Back
Day, here’s another. Many prescription pain
medications belong to the same class of drugs
as heroin. In fact, four in five heroin users
started out by misusing prescription drugs.
And over the course of just 1 year, between
2013 and 2014, we saw a 33-percent increase
in the number of heroin users.
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turn our blueprint into reality, and write in a
creative way a new, historic chapter in China-
U.S. relations.

In closing, let me propose a toast: To the
friendship between Chinese and American
peoples, to the prosperity of China and the
United States and the happiness of our two
peoples, and to the health of President and
Mrs. Obama and all the friends present.
Cheers!

[President Xi offered a toast.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:19 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Peng Liyuan, wife of
President Xi. President Xi spoke in Chinese,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

All of this takes a terrible toll on too many
families, in too many communities, all across
the country, big and small, urban and rural. It
strains law enforcement and treatment pro-
grams. It costs all of us in so many different
ways.

That's why, 4 years ago, my administration
unveiled a Prescription Drug Abuse Preven-
tion Plan. We've been partnering with commu-
nities to combat overdoses, and we're seeing
some promising results. That’s why the budget
I put forward this year would build on those ef-
forts. It would make critical investments in
things like drug monitoring programs, equip-
ping more first responders to save more lives,
and expanding medication-assisted treatment
programs, including in our prisons.

In fact, getting smarter about how we ad-
dress substance use disorders is a vital part of
reforming our criminal justice system. Rather
than keep spending billions of taxpayer dollars
on needlessly long prison sentences for nonvio-
lent drug offenders, we could save money and
get better outcomes by getting treatment to
those who need it. And we could use some of
the savings to make sure the brave men and
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