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engage with Federal, State, local, tribal, and
international officials, technical advisors, and
nongovernmental organizations, among others,
as necessary to carry out its mission.

(b) The Director of the Office for Access to
Justice in the Department of Justice, or his or
her designee, shall serve as Executive Director
of LAIR and shall, as directed by the Co-
Chairs, convene regular meetings of LAIR and
supervise its work. The Office for Access to
Justice staff shall serve as the staff of LAIR.

(c) The Department of Justice shall, to the
extent permitted by law and subject to the
availability of appropriations, provide adminis-
trative services, funds, facilities, staff, equip-
ment, and other support services as may be
necessary for LAIR to carry out its mission.

(d) The LAIR members are encouraged to
provide support, including by detailing person-
nel, to LAIR.

(e) Members of LAIR shall serve without
any additional compensation for their work.

Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) This memo-
randum shall be implemented consistent with

applicable law and subject to the availability of
appropriations.

(b) Nothing in this memorandum shall be
construed to impair or otherwise affect:

(i) the authority granted by law to an ex-
ecutive department, agency, or the head
thereof; or
(ii) the functions of the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget relat-
ing to budgetary, administrative, or legis-
lative proposals.

(c) This memorandum is not intended to,
and does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in
equity by any party against the United States,
its departments, agencies, or entities, its offi-
cers, employees, or agents, or any other per-
son.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this memorandum.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President Xi Jinping of China
September 25, 2015

President Obama. Good morning.
Audience members. Good morning.
President Obama. Ni hao. 
Audience members. Ni hao.
President Obama. President Xi, Madame

Peng, members of the Chinese delegation: On
behalf of Michelle and myself, welcome to the
White House. And on behalf of the American
people, welcome to the United States.

Across more than two centuries, Americans
and Chinese have traded together. Chinese
immigrants helped build our railroads and our
great cities. The United States is enriched by
millions of proud Chinese Americans, includ-
ing those who join us here this morning. So this
visit reflects a history of friendship and cooper-
ation between our two great peoples.

This is also an opportunity for Michelle and
me to reciprocate the hospitality shown to us
during our visits to China. And Michelle, our

daughters, and my mother-in-law were warmly
welcomed last year as they traveled across the
country, as was I when I made a state visit to
Beijing. And I’m told that news about Mi-
chelle’s trip got some 1 billion views online.
[Laughter] President Xi, I believe that we are
both accustomed to being outshone by our dy-
namic spouses. [Laughter]

As I have said many times, the United States
welcomes the rise of a China that is stable,
prosperous and peaceful, because that benefits
us all. Our work together—to increase our
trade, boost the global economy, fight climate
change, and prevent Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon—shows that when the United
States and China work together, it makes our
nations and the world more prosperous and
more secure.

Even as our nations cooperate, I believe—
and I know you agree—that we must address
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our differences candidly. The United States
will always speak out on behalf of fundamental
truths. We believe that nations are more suc-
cessful and the world makes more progress
when our companies compete on a level play-
ing field, when disputes are resolved peaceful-
ly, and when the universal human rights of all
people are upheld. 

During our multiple visits together, I be-
lieve that we have made significant progress in
enhancing understanding between our two na-
tions and laying the foundation for continued
cooperation. President Xi, you’ve spoken of
your vision of China’s peaceful development.
And during my visit to Beijing last year, you
said that there were “wide areas” where our
two nations “need to and can cooperate with
each other.” And I fully agree.

In fact, I believe that our two great nations,
if we work together, have an unmatched ability
to shape the course of the century ahead. And,
President Xi, Madame Peng, members of the
Chinese delegation: In that spirit, with the eyes
and hopes of the world upon us, welcome to
the United States of America. 

Xiè xie.
President Xi. Mr. President, Mrs. Obama,

ladies and gentlemen, dear friends: In this
golden season of autumn, my wife and I are
very pleased to come to the beautiful city of
Washington, DC.

At the outset, I wish to thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for your kind invitation and the gracious
hospitality. I also wish to convey to the Ameri-
can people the warm regards and the best
wishes of over 1.3 billion Chinese people.

China and the United States are both great
nations. And the Chinese and American people
are two great peoples. Since we established
diplomatic relations 36 years ago, China-U.S.
relations have forged ahead despite twists and
turns and have made historic advances.

At our Sunnylands meeting in the summer
of 2013, President Obama and I made the stra-
tegic decision of building a new model of ma-
jor-country relations. More than 2 years have
passed, and we have made important progress
in various areas of exchange and cooperation.

This has been welcomed by people of our two
countries and the world at large.

Working together, China and the United
States can make a greater impact than our indi-
vidual efforts. To grow our relationship under
the new conditions, we must adapt to the
changing times and seize the positive momen-
tum. I come to the United States this time to
promote peace and advance cooperation. We
would like to work with the U.S. side to make
great advances in our relationship and deliver
more benefits to people of our two countries
and the whole world.

We must uphold the right direction of build-
ing a new model of major-country relations;
make sure our relationship is defined by peace,
respect, and cooperation; and see to it that it
keeps moving forward on the sound track of
steady growth. We must enhance strategic
trust and mutual understanding, respect each
other’s interests and concerns, be broadmind-
ed about our differences and disagreements,
and strengthen our people’s confidence in Chi-
na-U.S. friendship and cooperation.

We must pursue win-win cooperation, up-
date the model and broaden the scope of our
collaboration, and improve the well-being of
people of our two countries and the world
through concrete actions and outcomes of co-
operation. We must enhance friendship and
promote interactions between our people, en-
courage our two societies to meet each other
halfway, and cement the social foundation of
China-U.S. relations.

We must promote world peace and develop-
ment, improve coordination on major interna-
tional and regional issues, make concerted ef-
forts to address global challenges, and work
with other nations to build a better world.

Thirty years ago, during my first visit to the
United States, I was hosted by an American
family in Muscatine, Iowa. My hosts were so
warm, sincere, and friendly. We had cordial
conversations, and we hugged tightly when we
had to say goodbye. To this day, those mo-
ments are still fresh in my memory.

Three years ago, I went back to Muscatine
and had a reunion with my old friends there.
They said to me, friendship is a big business.
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Well, from these old friends and from many
other American friends, I can feel firsthand the
genuine friendship between the Chinese and
American people. We do share each other’s
feelings. And this gives me every confidence
about the future of our relations.

Mr. President, and Mrs. Obama, ladies and
gentlemen, dear friends, success comes with
dedicated efforts. China-U.S. relations have
reached a new starting point in the 21st centu-
ry. For further growth of our relations, we have
no choice but to seek win-win cooperation. Let
us work hand-in-hand with great resolve to
write a new chapter in China-U.S. relations.

Xiè xiè.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:22 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Presi-
dent Xi was accorded a formal welcome with
full military honors. In his remarks, President
Obama referred to Peng Liyuan, wife of Presi-
dent Xi. He also referred to his mother-in-law
Marian Robinson. President Xi referred to
Muscatine, IA, residents Roger and Sarah
Lande, who hosted President Xi during his
2012 visit to the U.S. as Vice President, and
Thomas and Eleanor Dvorchak, who hosted
President Xi during his 1985 visit as a Hebei
Province official. President Xi spoke in Chi-
nese, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter.

The President’s News Conference With President Xi Jinping of China
September 25, 2015

President Obama. Good afternoon, every-
body. Please have a seat.

I want to once again welcome President Xi
back to the White House. We first hosted him
here 3 years ago when he was Vice President.
So this is our sixth meeting. As a result of our
efforts, our two nations are working together
more closely across a broader range of critical
issues, and our cooperation is delivering re-
sults, for both our nations and the world.

Now, since I took office, American exports
to China have nearly doubled and now support
nearly 1 million American jobs. Chinese invest-
ment in the United States helps support jobs
across our country. We partner to address
global challenges, whether it’s promoting nu-
clear security, combating piracy off the Horn
of Africa, encouraging development and recon-
ciliation in Afghanistan, and helping to end the
Ebola epidemic in West Africa.

The historic climate change announcements
that we made last year in Beijing have encour-
aged other countries to step up as well, in-
creasing the prospects for a stronger global
agreement this year. And as a member of the
P5-plus-1, China was critical to both the sanc-
tions regime that brought Iran to the negotiat-
ing table and to the talks that produced the
comprehensive deal to prevent Iran from ob-
taining a nuclear weapon.

So greater prosperity and greater security,
that’s what American and Chinese cooperation
can deliver. And that’s why I want to say again,
the United States welcomes the rise of a China
that is peaceful, stable, prosperous, and a re-
sponsible player in global affairs. And I’m com-
mitted to expanding our cooperation, even as
we address disagreements candidly and con-
structively. That’s what President Xi and I have
done on this visit, during our working dinner
last night and our meetings today.

Let me mention some specifics. First, with
respect to our economic relationship, we
agreed to step up our work toward a high-stan-
dard bilateral investment treaty that would
help level the playing field for American com-
panies. We’ve committed ourselves to a set of
principles for trade in information technolo-
gies, including protection of innovation and in-
tellectual property. President Xi discussed his
commitment to accelerate market reforms,
avoid devaluing China’s currency, and have
China play a greater role in upholding the
rules-based system that underpins the global
economy, all of which are steps we very much
support.

I raised once again our very serious con-
cerns about growing cyber threats to American
companies and American citizens. I indicated
that it has to stop. The United States
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