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ed States that led to the declaration of a na-
tional emergency on September 23, 2001, has
not been resolved. These actions continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13224 with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 19, 2015

Hi, everybody. It is hard to believe, but it
was 7 years ago this week that one of Wall
Street’s biggest investment banks went bank-
rupt, triggering a meltdown on Wall Street and
the worst economic crisis since the Great De-
pression. And in the months that followed, mil-
lions of Americans lost their jobs, their homes,
and the savings they’d worked so hard to build.

Today’s a different story. Over the past 5½
years, our businesses have created more than 13
million new jobs. The unemployment rate is low-
er than it’s been in over 7 years. Manufacturing is
growing. Housing is bouncing back. We’ve re-
duced our deficits by two-thirds. And 16 million
more Americans now know the security of health
insurance.

This is your progress. It’s because of your
hard work and sacrifice that America has come
back from crisis faster than almost every other
advanced nation on Earth. We remain the saf-
est, strongest bet in the world.

Of course, you might not know all that if you
only listened to the bluster of political season,
when it’s in the interest of some politicians to
paint America as dark and depressing as possi-
ble. But I don’t see it that way. I’ve met too
many Americans who prove, day in and day
out, that this is a place where anything is possi-
ble. Yes, we have a lot of work to do to rebuild
a middle class that’s had the odds stacked
against it now for decades. But that’s the thing
about America: Our work is never finished. We
always strive to be better, to perfect ourselves.

We just have to make the right choices. And
if Republicans want to help, they can choose,

right now, to pass a budget that helps us grow
our economy even faster, create jobs even fast-
er, lift people’s incomes and prospects even
faster. But they’ve only got until the end of the
month to do it, or they’ll shut down our Gov-
ernment for the second time in 2 years.

Democrats are ready to sit down and negoti-
ate with Republicans right now. But it should
be over legitimate issues like how much do we
invest in education, job training, and infra-
structure, not unrelated ideological issues like
Planned Parenthood. We need to set our sights
higher than that. We need to reverse harmful
cuts to middle class economic priorities, close
loopholes that benefit only a fortunate few at
the top, and invest more in the things that help
our entire economy grow.

There’s nothing principled about the idea of
another Government shutdown. There’s noth-
ing patriotic about denying the progress you’ve
worked so hard to make. America is great right
now, not because of our Government or our
wealth or our power, but because of everyone
who works hard every day to move this country
forward. Now Congress needs to work as hard
as you do.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:45 a.m. on September 18 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
September 19. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 18, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on September 19.
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