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And that means that we’ve got to support
sentencing reform efforts, like the one that
these Members of Congress are supporting, so
that we can more effectively use our resources
to protect the public. It means that we have to
stay focused on prevention programs and alter-
natives like drug courts that can intercede with
young people before they’re locked into a path
from which they cannot recover. It means that
providing education and job training and focus
inside of prisons is not being soft on crime; it is
being smart about what is needed in order to
make sure that people can recover from their
mistakes.

And the good news is that people from Fed-
eral, State, and local governments, from law
enforcement and the judiciary, from business
and entertainment, and local communities are
finding common ground on this issue. What’s
encouraging is, this is one of the few areas
where we’re seeing some really important bi-
partisan conversations taking place and mem-
bers of the faith community stepping up along-
side civil rights advocates in really significant
and meaningful ways. And so I’m encouraged
by it.

You represent the possibilities of shaping a
coalition that makes this aspect of America
more consistent with our ideals and our values.
And for your extraordinary work, I want to

thank you. But recognize this is going to be
hard work. It is not going to be easy. It is not
going to happen soon. We are just going to
have to keep on pushing at the Federal level,
but also at the State and local levels. We’ve got
a great Attorney General currently, and we had
a previous Attorney General who cared deeply
about this.

But we need States attorneys and local pros-
ecutors and sheriffs and departments all across
this country to internalize these issues as well,
because the Federal system is just a very—is a
small portion of our overall criminal justice sys-
tem. And it’s not something that I can direct by
fiat to change. This is something that’s going to
have to be a collaboration with everybody.

So that’s enough talking. Thank you for the
great work you’re doing. And enjoy the show.
All right? 

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:36 p.m. in the
South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Angela Martinez, host,
Power 105.1’s “The Angie Martinez Show” in
New York City; Attorney General Loretta E.
Lynch; Shane Smith, owner and chief execu-
tive officer, VICE Media LLC; and civil rights
leader and activist Alfred C. Sharpton, Jr.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support
Terrorism
September 18, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the Congress
a notice stating that the emergency is to contin-
ue in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed

notice stating that the national emergency with
respect to persons who commit, threaten to
commit, or support terrorism declared in Exec-
utive Order 13224 of September 23, 2001, is to
continue in effect beyond September 23, 2015.

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist at-
tacks on September 11, 2001, in New York and
Pennsylvania and against the Pentagon, and
the continuing and immediate threat of further
attacks on United States nationals or the Unit-
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ed States that led to the declaration of a na-
tional emergency on September 23, 2001, has
not been resolved. These actions continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared in Executive Or-
der 13224 with respect to persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 19, 2015

Hi, everybody. It is hard to believe, but it
was 7 years ago this week that one of Wall
Street’s biggest investment banks went bank-
rupt, triggering a meltdown on Wall Street and
the worst economic crisis since the Great De-
pression. And in the months that followed, mil-
lions of Americans lost their jobs, their homes,
and the savings they’d worked so hard to build.

Today’s a different story. Over the past 5½
years, our businesses have created more than 13
million new jobs. The unemployment rate is low-
er than it’s been in over 7 years. Manufacturing is
growing. Housing is bouncing back. We’ve re-
duced our deficits by two-thirds. And 16 million
more Americans now know the security of health
insurance.

This is your progress. It’s because of your
hard work and sacrifice that America has come
back from crisis faster than almost every other
advanced nation on Earth. We remain the saf-
est, strongest bet in the world.

Of course, you might not know all that if you
only listened to the bluster of political season,
when it’s in the interest of some politicians to
paint America as dark and depressing as possi-
ble. But I don’t see it that way. I’ve met too
many Americans who prove, day in and day
out, that this is a place where anything is possi-
ble. Yes, we have a lot of work to do to rebuild
a middle class that’s had the odds stacked
against it now for decades. But that’s the thing
about America: Our work is never finished. We
always strive to be better, to perfect ourselves.

We just have to make the right choices. And
if Republicans want to help, they can choose,

right now, to pass a budget that helps us grow
our economy even faster, create jobs even fast-
er, lift people’s incomes and prospects even
faster. But they’ve only got until the end of the
month to do it, or they’ll shut down our Gov-
ernment for the second time in 2 years.

Democrats are ready to sit down and negoti-
ate with Republicans right now. But it should
be over legitimate issues like how much do we
invest in education, job training, and infra-
structure, not unrelated ideological issues like
Planned Parenthood. We need to set our sights
higher than that. We need to reverse harmful
cuts to middle class economic priorities, close
loopholes that benefit only a fortunate few at
the top, and invest more in the things that help
our entire economy grow.

There’s nothing principled about the idea of
another Government shutdown. There’s noth-
ing patriotic about denying the progress you’ve
worked so hard to make. America is great right
now, not because of our Government or our
wealth or our power, but because of everyone
who works hard every day to move this country
forward. Now Congress needs to work as hard
as you do.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:45 a.m. on September 18 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
September 19. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 18, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on September 19.
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