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simulations of entire towns with people and all
kinds of scenarios that they've figured out.

And so it’s actually something that they nat-
urally gravitate to. We just have to start early.
It’s almost like a foreign language, where rath-
er than try to catch kids when they’re in 10th,
11th, 12th grade, make it part of the broader
curriculum and incorporate it into how you're
teaching math and how you're teaching science
and how you're teaching social studies. That
seems to be the way in which kids get most en-
gaged.

So we're doing a lot of work with many of
you individually as companies on this STEM
education issue. We hope that you will contin-
ue to participate. You've been great partners
on that front.

I'll just say in closing, it’s always a pleasure
to be here. I want to just reiterate, as we enter
into the silly season of politics, that the primary
thing that is holding back a lot of potential
growth, jobs, improved bottom lines, greater
stability is well within our control right now—
it—and are things that traditionally enjoyed bi-
partisan support: Ex-Im Bank, getting TPP
done, financing and executing on an infrastruc-
ture policy. I've had conversations with folks
like Larry Fink and others about if we’re open
to looking at new, creative ways of financing it,
but the notion that we’re not doing that right
now makes absolutely no sense—investing in
research and development.

These are not partisan issues. There are
some areas where there have traditionally been
legitimate arguments between Democrats and
Republicans. There are some issues, like on
environmental regulations or financial regula-
tions, where Jamie and I may disagree or Nick
and I may disagree. And we can have those ar-
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guments, and we probably won’t convince each
other on some of these things.

But what I'm looking at is the low-hanging
fruit that are no-brainers and that nobody here
would argue with. And the notion that we're
not doing them right now because—primarily
because a faction within one of our parties has
gone off the rails and sees a conspiracy around
everything or simply is opposed to anything I
propose even if they used to propose it—
[laughter]—that’s a problem.

And T think it’s very important for all of you
to just step back and take a look at it, because
you still have influence on at least some of
those folks. And challenge them. Why wouldn’t
we do things that everybody knows make
sense?

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:24 a.m. at
the headquarters of the Business Roundtable.
In his remarks, he referred to former Gov.
John E. “Jeb” Bush of Florida and Donald J.
Trump, chairman and chief executive officer,
Trump Organization, in their capacities as
2016 Republican Presidential candidates; John
M. Engler, president, Business Roundtable;
Gov. Edmund G. “Jerry” Brown, Jr., of Califor-
nia; President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin of
Russia; Jeffrey R. Immelt, chairman and chief
executive officer, General Electric Co.; Pope
Francis; Laurence D. Fink, chairman and chief
executive officer, BlackRock, Inc.; and James
L. Dimon, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, JPMorgan Chase and Co. He also referred
to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) terrorist organization. Ms. Wilderotter
referred to H.R. 1560.

Remarks During a Meeting With National Guard Specialist Aleksander
Skarlatos, USA, Airman First Class Spencer Stone, USAF, and Anthony

Sadler
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Well, these three gentlemen really don’t
need any introduction. I think all of you are fa-
miliar with the incredible story of three high

school friends who were getting together—two
of whom had served in uniform on behalf of
the United States Armed Forces—thinking
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that they were just going to have a fun reunion
up in Paris and ended up engaging a potential
catastrophic situation and pinning down some-
one who clearly was intent on doing a lot of
harm to a lot of people and inflicting terror on
the French people.

Because of their courage, because of their
quick thinking, because of their teamwork, it’s
fair to say that a lot of people were saved and a
real calamity was averted. And the French peo-
ple have already bestowed on them the highest
honor that they can—the Legion of Honor—at
a ceremony presided over by President Hol-
lande of France. I had an opportunity to talk to
him, and he told me that he could not have
been more grateful for what these three out-
standing young Americans did.

And T just wanted to make sure that, having
talked to them on the phone right after the
event, that I had a chance to shake their hands
in person and tell them what I think they've
heard from a lot of people, which is, they rep-
resent the very best of America: American
character. And it’s these kinds of young people
who make me extraordinarily optimistic and
hopeful about our future.

And T want to thank each and every one of
them and wish them well. I'm glad to see that
Spencer, apparently, his hand is in pretty good
shape and making real progress. And he in-
tends to continue to pursue his work in medi-
cine and caring for people. Anthony is interest-
ed in sports medicine and therapy. And Alek-
sander, as soon as he is finished on “Dancing
With the Stars”—[laughter]—plans to get into
law enforcement.

Whatever they do, they're going to do it
well. And we just want to say thank you to
them for not only saving so many lives, but also
for making America look so good. All right?

Mr. Sadler. Thank you, sir.

Spe. Skarlatos. Thank you.

AIC Stone. Thank you.

The President. Thank you. Come on, let’s
get one more—we’ll get one good picture with

everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Ayoub El Khazzani, sus-
pected gunman in the Thalys train attack out-
side Oignies in Pas-de-Calais, France, on Au-
gust 21.

Remarks at a White House Screening of the VICE News Documentary

“Fixing the System”
September 18, 2015

Hello, everybody! Hello, hello, hello. Every-
body, please have a seat, have a seat. Have a
seat. Well, T just wanted to stop by—[laugh-
ter]—and just say thank you, because we have
in this audience some people who are doing
outstanding work on behalf of criminal justice
reform. I want to thank Angie for the introduc-
tion. I want to recognize a couple of Members
of Congress who are here, who have been
great champions of this. Congresswoman
Frederica Wilson from the great State of Flori-
da. And a great champion of this issue, he is
working tirelessly in the Senate to advance
some important legislation, Senator Cory
Booker of New Jersey.

We also have former Attorney General and
buddy of mine, Eric Holder. I know our cur-
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rent Attorney General I think had to leave a lit-
tle bit earlier, but obviously is deeply involved
in these efforts. I want to thank Shane Smith
and everybody at VICE for the great work and
efforts that they’'ve made in the production of
what you're going to be seeing here today. And
then there’s a guy named Al Sharpton over
here. [Laughter] What's up, Al? He’s been
working on these issues for a while.

America spends $80 billion a year keeping
folks locked up. We represent 5 percent of the
world’s population, 25 percent of its inmates.
That’s not an indicator that we want to be the
leader in. Keep in mind that I'm the father of
two kids, and I care about them being safe, and
I am fiercely protective of them. And I think it
is important for all of us to recognize that in
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