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should do better. Because that’s how America
was made, by us caring about all our kids.

Thank you, everybody. I love you guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:06 p.m. in
the auditorium. In his remarks, he referred
to Russhaun Johnson, student body presi-
dent, Chad Ryan, basketball coach, and
Kimber L. Foshe, counselor, North High
School; and 2016 Republican Presidential

candidate Benjamin S. Carson, Sr. He also
referred to his sister Maya Soetoro-Ng. Sec-
retary Duncan referred to Rashawn Love-
joy, mother of Russhaun Johnson. He also
referred to his wife Karen Duncan and their
children Ryan and Claire. A participant re-
ferred to former Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Sen. Bernard Sanders,
in their capacity as 2016 Democratic Presi-
dential candidates.

Remarks Honoring the NCAA Women’s Basketball Champion University of
Connecticut Huskies
September 15, 2015

Everybody, have a seat. Welcome to the
White House. And welcome back to the—sur-
prisingly enough—NCAA Champions, the
UConn Huskies! We have some rabid Mem-
bers of Congress here today. And not only do
we have the—some of the current delegation,
but we also have Connecticut’s own former
Senator Chris Dodd here.

We have the chairman of the University of
Connecticut’s Board of Trustees, Larry
McHugh is here. Give him a big round of ap-
plause. The Huskies’ athletic director, Warde
Manuel, who is having a pretty good run, it ap-
pears. And a frequent visitor and friend to the
White House, Coach Geno Auriemma.

As some of you may be aware, this is Coach’s
10th championship. This is this team’s third
visit in a row. They are now certified to provide
White House tours. [Laughter] I was telling
folks, this is becoming like the annual Christ-
mas tree lighting. [Laughter] We do this every
year around this time.

Now, last season began with something un-
usual for these Huskies, which was a loss. In
their second game, Stanford needed overtime
to snap UConn’s 47-game winning streak. For
this team, it was just a wakeup call. There was,
as Associate Head Coach Chris Dailey would
say, no dilly and no dally. [Laughter]

So Breanna Stewart, the National Player of
the Year 2 years in a row—she has game—
[laughter]—she reminded everybody how hard
this team works to be the best. She said: “We

make it look easier than it is, but it comes with
a lot of hard work. We don’t just step on the
court and get the trophy. We have to get bet-
ter. Each year, it seems there is someone else
trying to test us and push us to our breaking
point.”

So Breanna may have been Player of the
Year, but she was far from alone. This group of
young women understand the concept of team.
And this team was loaded. Kia Nurse. Morgan
Tuck. Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewis, who I will
not challenge in a H-O-R-S-E game. [Laugh-
ter] The Huskies’ point guard in the past two
championships, Moriah Jefferson, who’s got
speed. After they won this last championship
game, Moriah said: “I think this one for me is
by far the most exciting. It’s definitely one of
the ones that means the most because we had
to fight so hard.”

And so now, here they are. And like my
daughters, they apparently like Beyoncé, and
they are now running the world.

That competitive spirit extends to their mar-
athon Uno tournaments in the locker room.
Kiah Stokes, one of the hardest working play-
ers on and off the court, is the reigning locker
room Uno champion. Raise—[laughter]. Go
ahead and—she’s proud of that. They’re also
academic all-stars. These women won an
award for achieving the highest GPA of any
women’s basketball team in their conference,
and half the team made the Dean’s List. So
that deserves a big round of applause.



Sept. 15 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2015

1148

[Applause] Way to go. I do—you know, when I
see the men’s teams, generally I say, you know,
have you paid attention to the women’s teams?
[Laughter] And they go, yes. [Laughter]

Over the past 4 years, every Husky who has
completed their 4 years of eligibility at UConn
has graduated. And that’s something worth cel-
ebrating.

These women are also all-stars in their com-
munities. They run Thanksgiving and winter
food drives. They help stock shelves at local
food banks. They put on a Christmas party for
children with terminal illnesses. They spend
their afternoon with senior citizens. They host
basketball clinics and bike drives for kids in
downtown Hartford.

So they are outstanding basketball players,
more importantly, outstanding citizens, out-
standing role models for our kids and not just
for our girls, but also for our boys. They are fun
to be with, I’ve gotten used to it. [Laughter]
And I couldn’t be prouder of them.

And I always say this, but it bears repeating:
When I’ve got two daughters who are tall and

gorgeous and athletic, for them to know that
they’ve got a whole bunch of people ahead of
them who are doing great stuff, it empowers
them, and it makes me feel very proud to be
with these outstanding young women.

So congratulations to all the Huskies. I don’t
want to jinx it: No team has ever won four in a
row. [Laughter] I’m just saying. [Laughter]
You get here one more time, we might have to
name the White House Basketball Court after
you, or at least, you can guide the tour.
[Laughter]

So, with that, let me have Coach Auriemma
say a few words. And as I said before, no bunny
ears this time. [Laughter] All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Breanna Stewart, Mor-
gan Tuck, and Kaleena Mosqueda-Lewis, for-
wards, Kia Nurse, guard, and Kiah Stokes, cen-
ter, University of Connecticut women’s basket-
ball team; and musician Beyoncé G. Knowles-
Carter.

Remarks Following a Meeting With King Felipe VI of Spain
September 15, 2015

President Obama. Well, it is a wonderful
honor and pleasure to welcome His Majesty
King Felipe to the Oval Office. We’ve had oc-
casion to meet before, but this is the first time
that he has visited while I’ve been in office in
an official capacity. So welcome, Your Majesty.

His Majesty is here in part to celebrate in St.
Augustine, Florida, the oldest Spanish settle-
ment here in the hemisphere, 450 years, which
in Europe is a very brief time, but here in the
United States, that’s a very long time.

So that visit is a reminder of the long history
and bonds between our two peoples. At the
same time, we want to wish on behalf of the
American people, a happy birthday to Her
Majesty the Queen. She is currently being
hosted by Michelle. And given the Queen’s
outstanding work on issues like hunger and
malnutrition, she and Michelle, I’m sure, have
a lot to talk about.

His Majesty and I have had an excellent
conversation in which we reaffirmed what both
the Spanish people and the American people
understand, which is, we have an outstanding,
long-lasting friendship and alliance that is im-
portant not only to our two countries, but also
to the NATO alliance and also to the world.

I emphasized to His Majesty our great ap-
preciation for the security agreements and bi-
lateral ties, the fact that Spain is a host for so
many Americans who every single day are
working to keep us safe and working together,
side by side with Spanish armed servicemem-
bers, to provide the collective security that’s so
important to us all.

I expressed appreciation for the work we’re
doing side by side in training Afghan security
forces and pushing back against ISIL and other
extremists in the Middle East; the counterter-
rorism efforts that we engage in together, in-
cluding strong cooperation with our intelli-
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