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guarantee, the next President is going to con-
tinue to be confronted with difficult deci-
sions. And as we lead into this next political
season, I just hope that everybody is listening
to the veterans around this room and the or-
ganizations that they represent, because I
think the American people will be well served
if they’re hearing from the perspective of
those who actually fight and the moms who
will be visiting Arlington to remember and be
with their children. That kind of sobriety in

our foreign policy decisionmaking, I think, is
necessary and useful.

And so, to all of you, I want to thank you very
much for everything you’ve done. All right? 

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Sumpter, OR, resi-
dent Michelle DeFord; Mountain View, CA,
resident Karen Meredith; and Secretary of De-
fense Ashton B. Carter.

Remarks on Presenting the National Medal of Arts and the National
Humanities Medal
September 10, 2015

The President. Thank you. Everybody, please
have a seat, have a seat. I always do pretty good
with writers and scientists. [Laughter] That’s
sort of my crew.

Hello, everybody. 
Audience members. Hello.
The President. On behalf of Michelle and

myself, welcome to the White House for one of
our favorite events of the year—love this
event—when truly extraordinary artists and in-
novators and thinkers are recognized for their
brilliance while the rest of us look on and feel
totally inadequate. [Laughter]

I want to start by thanking a few members of
our audience who help sustain the arts and the
humanities in America. We have Members of
Congress here. We have National Endowment
for the Arts Chairman Jane Chu. Where’s
Jane? There she is. The National Endowment
for the Humanities Chairman, Bro Adams, is
here. And the Cochairs of the Presidential
Committee on Arts and Humanities, George
Stevens and Margo Lions. There they are.

One of our great poets, Emily Dickinson,
once said that “truth is such a rare thing, it is
delightful to tell it.” The truth is so rare, it is
delightful to tell it. And that’s especially true in
Washington. [Laughter] The men and women
that we honor today, recipients of the National
Medals for the Arts and the Humanities, are
here not only because they’ve shared rare
truths, often about their own experience, but

because they’ve told rare truths about the com-
mon experiences that we have as Americans
and as human beings.

They span mediums and methods. We have
artists, actors, writers, musicians, historians, a
landscape architect, and a chef. Without them
there would be no Edible Schoolyard—[laugh-
ter]—no Jhumpa Lahiri novels, no really scary
things like “Carrie” and “Misery.” [Laughter]

They are versatile—poets and opera singers
who were also master teachers at liberal arts
colleges and Detroit Public Schools; philoso-
phers who wrote novels. They are visual artists
who work filling pages that spilled over to
screens, three-dimensional gallery floors, and
most of a New York City block.

And they all have one thing in common:
They do what they do because of some urgent
inner force, some need to express the truth
that they experience, that “rare truth.” And as a
result, they help us understand ourselves in
ways that we might not otherwise recognize.
They deepen and broaden our great American
story and the human story.

So we celebrate writers like Larry McMurtry,
who grew up on a Texas ranch without books,
but went on to pen a multitude of memoirs and
essays, more than 30 novels, and cowrote
screenplays for films like “Brokeback Moun-
tain.” He wrote about the Texas he knew from
his own life, and then the old West as he heard
it through the stories of his grandfather’s—on
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his grandfather’s porch. And in “Lonesome
Dove,” the story of two ex-Texas Rangers in the
19th century, readers found out something es-
sential about their own souls, even if they’d nev-
er been out west or been on a ranch.

We celebrate historians like Everett Fly,
who studied to become both a building and
landscape architect and who got his start study-
ing forgotten African American towns and
communities. Deep in the stacks of the Na-
tional Archives, he encountered a map of a
Freedman’s Village that is now Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, which inspired him to re-
search further. “Once I got to the National Ar-
chives and saw all of those records,” Everett
says, “I knew I just had to keep on working.”
And because he kept on working, we have
come to know some 1,300 African American
and Native American towns and structures
across our country.

We celebrate incomparable musicians like
Meredith Monk, who has been making music
with the instrument of her voice for 50 years.
Her singular blend of harmonies, yowls,
rasps—[laughter]—have punctuated concert
halls and films, as well as the performances of
her fellow recipients here today. “I’ve been in
fashion and out of fashion,” she says. I can re-
late to that. [Laughter] “I just keep on trucking
along. It’s an inner necessity to work, and that’s
not going to change. I need to create.” I need
to create.

I suspect those are words that every honoree
here has felt throughout their lives. And as in-
dividuals, as a nation, we are beneficiaries of
that need. Fifty years ago this month, right
here at the White House, President Johnson
signed the Arts and Humanities Bill into law
and created the NEA and the NEH. At the
time, he said: “In countless American towns
there live thousands of obscure and unknown
talents. What this bill really does is to bring ac-
tive support to this great national asset.”

Half a century later—because of their raw
talent and their passion and their need to cre-
ate, but also because our country invests in the
arts and the humanities as great national as-

sets—some of those once obscure and un-
known talents are rightly being recognized.
That’s what we celebrate here today: our fel-
low citizens, from all walks of life, who share
their gifts with all of us, who make our lives
and our world more beautiful, and richer, and
fuller, and I think, most importantly, help us
understand each other a little bit better. They
help us connect.

And, as Emily Dickinson would say, that is
the truth. It’s delightful to tell. Or in the words
of one of the recipients today, we like you. We
really like you. [Laughter]

Now it is my privilege to present these med-
als to each of our recipients as their citations
are read by my Military Aide. And I’m going to
stand right here.

[At this point, Lt. Cmdr. Jillian C. Malzone,
USCG, Coast Guard Aide to the President, read
the citations, and the President presented the
medals, assisted by Maj. Wesley N. Spurlock
III, USAF, Air Force Aide to the President.]

Let’s give one more big round of applause to
our outstanding recipients. [Applause]. Yay!

So, obviously, we are extraordinarily hon-
ored to be able to just provide this moment of
recognition to just some outstanding artists and
writers and historians and actresses. We are
grateful for the joy that you’ve brought us, and
I’m grateful that I’ve gotten promises for at
least a couple of signed books. [Laughter] And
I think Alice said she’s going to cook me some-
thing. [Laughter] So nothing unethical, just a
little bit of—[laughter]—but I want everybody
to enjoy the White House. We’re not kicking
you out right away. [Laughter] I think that
there’s a wonderful reception to be had here.

And once again, on behalf of Michelle and
myself, let me just say thank you to all of you
for everything that you’ve done for us. Okay? 

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:51 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to 2014 National Humani-
ties Medal recipient Alice Waters, executive
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chef and owner, Chez Panisse restaurant; and
2014 National Medal of the Arts recipient ac-
tor Sally Field. The transcript released by the

Office of the Press Secretary also included the
reading of the citations.

Statement on Senate Action on the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action To
Prevent Iran From Obtaining a Nuclear Weapon
September 10, 2015

 Today the Senate took an historic step for-
ward and voted to enable the United States to
work with our international partners to enable
the implementation of the comprehensive,
long-term deal that will prevent Iran from ob-
taining a nuclear weapon. This vote is a victory
for diplomacy, for American national security,
and for the safety and security of the world.
For nearly 2 years, we negotiated from a posi-
tion of strength to reach an agreement that
meets our core objectives. Since we concluded
these negotiations, we have had the most con-
sequential national security debate since the

decision to invade Iraq more than a decade
ago. Over the last several weeks, the more
Members studied the details of this deal, the
more they came out in support. Today I am
heartened that so many Senators judged this
deal on the merits and am gratified by the
strong support of lawmakers and citizens alike.
Going forward, we will turn to the critical work
of implementing and verifying this deal so that
Iran cannot pursue a nuclear weapon, while
pursuing a foreign policy that leaves our coun-
try—and the world—a safer place.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
September 10, 2015

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. Consistent with this provision, I have sent
to the Federal Register the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency declared in Procla-
mation 7463 with respect to the terrorist at-
tacks on the United States of September 11,

2001, is to continue in effect for an additional
year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national
emergency continues. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue in
effect after September 14, 2015, the national
emergency with respect to the terrorist threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 10, 2015.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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