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ple of Yemen; and, to that end, to work toward
opening Red Sea ports to be operated under
UN supervision. Both leaders agreed to sup-
port and enable the UN-led humanitarian re-
lief efforts.

Regarding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
the two leaders underscored the enduring im-
portance of the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative, and
underlined the necessity of reaching a compre-
hensive, just and lasting settlement to the con-
flict based on two states living side-by-side in
peace and security. They also encouraged both
parties to take steps to preserve and advance
the two-state solution.

Both leaders stressed the importance of
reaching a lasting solution to the Syrian con-
flict based on the principles of Geneva 1 to end
the suffering of the Syrian people, maintain
continuity of civilian and military government
institutions, preserve the unity and territorial
integrity of Syria, and ensure the emergence of
a peaceful, pluralistic and democratic state free
of discrimination or sectarianism. The two
leaders reiterated that any meaningful political
transition would have to include the departure
of Bashar al Asad who has lost legitimacy to
lead Syria.

The two sides expressed their support for
Prime Minister Abadi’s efforts to defeat
ISIL/DAESH and encouraged the full imple-
mentation of reforms agreed to last summer
and those agreed to by Parliament recently.
Implementation of these reforms will support
security and stability in Iraq and preserve its
national unity and territorial integrity, as well
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Hi, everybody. I hope most of you are gearing
up for a long weekend with family and friends:
maybe some barbecues, road trips, or fantasy
drafts. But I wanted to take a moment to talk to
you about the real meaning of Labor Day, a day
we set aside every year to honor the hard-work-
ing men and women who fought for so many of
the rights that we take for granted today.

The 8-hour workday, 40-hour workweek,
weekends. Overtime and the minimum wage.
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as unify the internal front to fight terrorism,
which threatens all Iragis.

The two leaders emphasized their continued
strong support for Lebanon and its sovereign-
ty, security and stability, and for the Lebanese
Armed Forces as they secure Lebanon and its
borders and resist extremist threats. The two
leaders also affirmed the critical importance of
Lebanon’s parliament expeditiously electing a
new President in accordance with the Consti-
tution of Lebanon.

The two leaders discussed the challenge of
global climate change and agreed to work to-
gether to achieve a successful outcome at the
Paris negotiations in December.

Finally, the two leaders discussed a new
strategic partnership for the 21st century and
how to significantly elevate the relationship be-
tween the two countries. His Royal Highness
Prince Mohammed bin Salman briefed the
President on the Kingdom’s views regarding
the strategic partnership. The President and
King Salman directed officials in their respec-
tive governments to explore appropriate ways
to move forward in the coming months.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to Presi-
dent Bashar al-Asad of Syria; Prime Minister
Haider al-Abadi of Irag; and Minister of De-
fense Muhammad bin Salman bin Abd al-Aziz
Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. It also referred to the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this joint
statement.

Safer workplaces. Health insurance, Social Se-
curity, Medicare, and retirement plans. All of
those gains were fought for and won by the la-
bor movement, folks who were working not
just for a bigger paycheck for themselves, but
for more security and prosperity for the folks
working next to them as well. That's how we
built the great American middle class.

And that’s the spirit we’ve been working to
restore these past 6% years. On Friday, we
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found out that the economy created another
173,000 jobs in August. Over the past 5%
years, our businesses have created 13.1 million
new jobs in total, the longest streak of job cre-
ation on record. The unemployment rate
dropped to 5.1 percent, the lowest it’s been in
7 years. The American auto industry is on track
to sell more cars and trucks this year than it has
in more than a decade. Sixteen million Ameri-
cans have gained the security of health insur-
ance. Seventeen States and about 30 cities and
counties have raised the minimum wage. And
we've proposed extending overtime protec-
tions to as many as 5 million Americans. All of
that is progress.

Now, this month, Congress has an opportu-
nity to continue that progress. As always, the
deadline for Congress to pass a budget is the
end of September. Every year. This is not new.
And if they don’t, theyll shut down the Gov-
ernment for the second time in 2 years. At a
time when the global economy faces head-
winds and America’s economy is a relative
bright spot in the world, a shutdown of our
Government would be wildly irresponsible. It
would be an unforced error that saps the mo-
mentum we’ve worked so hard to build. Plain
and simple, a shutdown would hurt working
Americans.

It doesn’t have to happen. If Congress wants
to support working Americans and strengthen
our middle class, they can pass a budget that
invests in, not makes cuts to, the middle class.
If they pass a budget with shortsighted seques-
ter cuts that harm our military and our econo-
my, I will veto it. If they make smart invest-
ments in our military readiness, our infrastruc-
ture, our schools, public health, and research,
I'll sign that budget, and they know that.

So let’s get it done. Our economy doesn’t
need another round of threats and brinkman-
ship. Nobody gets to play games with our econ-
omy or the middle class I grew up in and you
grew up in. Tell Congress to pass a budget that
reflects the values we honor on Labor Day: re-
warding hard work, giving everybody a fair
shot, and working together to give all of our
kids a better life.

Thanks, everybody, and enjoy your week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on September 4 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
September 5. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 4, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on September 5.

Remarks at the Greater Boston Labor Council Labor Day Breakfast in

Boston, Massachusetts
September 7, 2015

The President. Hello, Boston! Well, every-
body, have a seat. Everybody, have a seat.
Happy Labor Day, everybody.

Audience members. Thank you. Happy La-
bor Day to you!

The President. This is a day where we cele-
brate the grit, the resilience, and the hard work
of America’s working families. Let me start by
thanking your mayor, Mayor Walsh, who has
stood up for working folks for a long time,
since before he held this office. You've got two
outstanding Senators: Elizabeth Warren in the
house and Ed Markey. I brought along our La-
bor Secretary, Tom Perez, who's fighting for
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you every day. I know we must have some oth-
er Members of Congress here—I love them—
and labor leaders who have devoted their lives
to working Americans. Some of them caught a
ride with me on the way over here. Mary Kay
Henry from SEIU. Randi Weingarten from
AFT. Arturo Rodriguez from UFW. Billy Hite
from my hometown of Chicago, from UA.
We've got Massachusetts AFL-CIO President,
Steve Tolman. And give it up for Rich Rogers
and everybody from the Greater Boston Labor
Council for hosting this great breakfast.

It’s always good to be back in Boston, espe-
cially when the weather is like this. [Laughter]
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