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Even though we’ve got a cloudy day, I think
everybody has a sense of how beautiful this
place is. And the scale of fish that come
through here is remarkable. If you catch—or if
you've eaten wild salmon, it’s likely to have
come from here. And this has some of the big-
gest salmon runs, sockeye, in the world. And
it’s part of the reason why it’s so critical that we
make sure that we protect this incredible natu-
ral resource, not just for the people whose live-
lihood depends on it, but for the entire coun-
try. About 40 percent of the wild-caught sea-
food in America is caught right here on Bristol
Bay.

And it represents not just a critical way of
life that has to be preserved, but it also repre-
sents one of the most important natural re-
sources that the United States has. This is one
of the reasons why we have shut off oil and gas
exploration in this region. It is too fragile, and
it is too important

Audience member. Thank you.

Administration of Barack Obama, 2015 / Sept. 2

The President. for us to be able to en-
danger it in any sort of way. And this is some-
thing that obviously has strong support for the
people whose livelihoods depend on it and for
the people of Alaska.

But there are other threats to this environ-
ment that we've always got to be alert to. And
hopefully, by us coming here, we're highlight-
ing the need for us to keep this pristine and
make sure that this is there for the children
and grandchildren and great-grandchildren of
all these wonderful fishermen.

So we very much appreciate it. And by the
way, that fish jerky, outstanding. [Laughter] So
I strongly recommend it. You guys should get
some samples before you get out of here.

Audience member. Yes. Please do. Please,
and you're welcome to have some more.

The President. Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:34 p.m. on
Kanakanak Beach.

Remarks at N&N Market in Dillingham

September 2, 2015

[The President greeted store patrons and then
made remarks as follows.]

So the—one of the reasons we stopped by,
along with Ralph, is just to highlight the fact
that obviously this is a great grocery store, folks
who do great work, but because everything has
to be shipped in, the costs for folks living in
Dillingham and a lot of the villages along Bris-
tol Bay end up being extraordinary. You're
looking at prices that are double, in some cas-
es, or even higher for basic necessities like
milk, like orange juice, like other produce.

That's part of the reason why the subsis-
tence economy is so important and why fishing
is so important. But it’s also why folks like
Ralph and some of the various tribal organiza-
tions are trying to do more economic develop-
ment in the area in order to start making some
of these things more affordable, but also hav-
ing more locally produced stuff that can end up

cutting prices and create jobs in the region. So
we're going to be working on some ideas on
economic development in the region.

But in the meantime, if you need some-
thing—TI thought the press corps might need to
get some supplies. Feel free to grab some-
thing. We're not going to be here too long
though. I'm going to be shaking some hands.
All right. Thank you.

[The President continued to greet patrons.]

Well, it’s so nice to be here, everybody. We
appreciate you. And hopefully, T'll be able to
bring Michelle and the girls back sometime
soon. All right. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Ralph Anderson, chief
executive officer, Bristol Bay Native Associa-
tion.
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