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and engaging ways for you to join me on this
trip all week at whitehouse.gov/Alaska. Be-
cause what’s happening in Alaska is happen-
ing to us. It’s our wakeup call. And as long as
I’m President, America will lead the world to
meet the threat of climate change before it’s
too late.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:25 p.m. on August 28 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on Au-
gust 29. In the address, the President referred
to Gov. William M. Walker of Alaska. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 28, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on August 29.

Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion With Alaska Native Leaders in
Anchorage, Alaska
August 31, 2015

Well, I am thrilled to be in Alaska. And I
look forward to spending the next few days
with everyday Alaskans to tell me what’s going
on in their lives and what’s going on in this re-
markable State.

I want to thank our Governor, Governor
Walker, Lieutenant Governor Byron Mallott,
as well as Senator Lisa Murkowski, and Secre-
tary Sally Jewell of the Department of Interior
for joining us.

But the main purpose of this meeting was to
give me an opportunity to interact and listen to
some of Alaska Native tribal leaders. A number
of them I’ve met with before during the tribal
summits that we’ve had in Washington. But
this gave me a chance to focus more intensely
on specifically what’s happening in Alaska. And
they don’t just represent a large portion of
Alaska’s population, these are communities
that have been around for 10,000 years or so.
So it’s worth paying attention to them because
they know a little bit from all that history.

Since I took office, I’ve been committed to
sustaining a government-to-government rela-
tionship between the United States and our
tribal nations. We host tribal leaders in Wash-
ington every year. I’ve visited Indian Country
at the Standing Rock Reservation and the
Choctaw Nation. This week, we’re going to be
visiting two more tribal communities here in
Alaska: in Dillingham and Kotzebue.

And in fact, by the end of my time in office,
I’ll have visited more communities—more trib-
al communities than any previous sitting Presi-

dent, which I feel pretty good about—in case
anybody is keeping track. [Laughter]

One of the things that we’ve been focused
on is, how can we work together and improve
communication, consultation, collaboration,
and participation in dealing with the issues that
face Native communities? And we’ve made
progress so far in providing support for tribal
youth, expanding access to health care, im-
proving disaster assistance, making sure that
we’re addressing squarely the profound issues
around violence against Native women.

We’ve also made a couple of news an-
nouncements today. Obviously the big one was
returning the most magnificent peak in our
Nation to its original name—Mount Denali—
something that the people of Alaska had been
working on and petitioning consistently since
1970. And I’m glad that we were able to re-
spond to that.

My administration also is taking new action
to make sure that Alaska Natives have direct
input into the management of Chinook salmon
stocks, something that has been of great con-
cern here.

But one of the biggest things that I heard
during this discussion was the need for us to
work more intensively and more collaborative-
ly with communities, particularly in rural areas,
that are burdened by crippling energy costs,
that are obviously continually concerned about
hunting and fishing rights and their ability to
sustain their way of life in the face of profound
climate change that’s taking place—taking
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place, in fact, faster—twice as fast here in Alas-
ka as it is in the lower 48.

And so, in addition to initiatives around re-
newable energy and how we can be more cre-
ative in helping local communities deal with
high energy costs and bringing them down,
housing construction that’s more energy effi-
cient, that can save people money, we’re also
going to be paying a lot of attention to how we
can work together and tap into the wisdom and
knowledge of tribal communities in managing
and conserving land in the face of what is a
profound global challenge.

Many of the issues that were raised here—
everything from voting rights to land trusts—
are issues that my agencies will be following up
with on an ongoing basis. And we’ve already
had a lot of visits from various Cabinet Secre-
taries and Deputy Secretaries, working with
the people around this table. That’s going to
continue for as long as I remain President. And

hopefully, we will have set a new pattern and a
new set of relationships that will extend well
beyond my own Presidency, because when it
comes to the First Americans, how we interact
with these communities says a lot about who
we are as a country. And I think the people of
Alaska understand that as well as anybody.

So again, I want to thank all the leadership
here for everything that they’ve done in work-
ing with us. I want to thank you for all the great
ideas that you offered. And I want to thank the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and the Sena-
tor for their participation as well. They obvi-
ously feel very deeply about these issues in
their home State as well.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.
Thank you, pool.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:22 p.m. at the
Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center.

Remarks at the Global Leadership in the Arctic: Cooperation, Innovation,
Engagement and Resilience (GLACIER) Conference in Anchorage
August 31, 2015

Thank you so much. Thank you. Please.
Well, it is wonderful to be here in the great
State of Alaska.

I want to thank Secretary Kerry and mem-
bers of my administration for your work here
today. Thank you to the many Alaskans, Alaska
Natives, and other indigenous peoples of the
Arctic who have traveled a long way, in many
cases, to share your insights and your experi-
ences. And to all the Foreign Ministers and
delegations who have come here from around
the world, welcome to the United States, and
thank you all for attending this GLACIER
Conference.

The actual name of the conference is much
longer. It’s a mouthful, but the acronym works
because it underscores the incredible changes
that are taking place here in the Arctic that
have impact not just the nations that surround
the Arctic, but have an impact for the entire
world, as well.

I want to thank the people of Alaska for
hosting this conference. I look forward to visit-
ing more of Alaska over the next couple of
days. The United States is, of course, an Arctic
nation. And even if this isn’t an official gather-
ing of the Arctic Council, the United States is
proud to chair the Arctic Council for the next 2
years. And to all the foreign dignitaries who are
here, I want to be very clear: We are eager to
work with your nations on the unique opportu-
nities that the Arctic presents and the unique
challenges that it faces. We are not going to—
any of us—be able to solve these challenges by
ourselves. We can only solve them together.

Of course, we’re here today to discuss a
challenge that will define the contours of this
century more dramatically than any other, and
that’s the urgent and growing threat of a
changing climate.

Our understanding of climate change ad-
vances each day. Human activity is disrupting
the climate, in many ways faster than we
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