
Administration of Barack Obama, 2015 / Aug. 29

1085

The President’s Weekly Address
August 29, 2015

Hi, everybody. This Monday, I’m heading to
Alaska for a 3-day tour of the State. Now, I’ve
been looking forward to this for a long time,
not only because Alaska is one of the most
beautiful places in a country that’s full of beau-
tiful places, but because I’ll have several op-
portunities to meet with everyday Alaskans
about what’s going on in their lives. I’ll travel
throughout the State, meeting with Alaskans
who live above the Arctic Circle, with Alaska
Natives, and with folks who earn their liveli-
hoods through fishing and tourism. And I ex-
pect to learn a lot.

One thing I’ve learned so far is that a lot of
these conversations begin with climate change.
And that’s because Alaskans are already living
with its effects: more frequent and extensive
wildfires, bigger storm surges as sea ice melts
faster, some of the swiftest shoreline erosion in
the world, in some places, more than 3 feet a
year.

Alaska’s glaciers are melting faster too,
threatening tourism and adding to rising seas.
And if we do nothing, Alaskan temperatures
are projected to rise between 6 and 12 degrees
by the end of the century, changing all sorts of
industries forever.

This is all real. This is happening to our fel-
low Americans right now. In fact, Alaska’s Gov-
ernor recently told me that four villages are in
“imminent danger” and have to be relocated.
Already, rising sea levels are beginning to swal-
low one island community.

Think about that. If another country threat-
ened to wipe out an American town, we’d do
everything in our power to protect ourselves.
Climate change poses the same threat right
now.

That’s why one of the things I’ll do while I’m
in Alaska is to convene other nations to meet
this threat. Several Arctic nations have already
committed to action. And since the United
States and China worked together to set ambi-
tious climate targets last year, leading by exam-
ple, many of the world’s biggest emitters have
come forward with new climate plans of their

own. And that’s a good sign as we approach this
December’s global climate negotiations in Paris.

Now, one of the ways America is leading is
by transitioning away from dirty energy sourc-
es that threaten our health and our environ-
ment and by going all-in on clean, renewable
energy sources like wind and solar. And Alaska
has the natural resources to be a global leader
in this effort.

Now, even as we accelerate this transition,
our economy still has to rely on oil and gas.
And as long as that’s the case, I believe we
should rely more on domestic production than
on foreign imports and we should demand the
highest safety standards in the industry: our
own. Still, I know that there are Americans
who are concerned about oil companies drill-
ing in environmentally sensitive waters. Some
are also concerned with my administration’s
decision to approve Shell’s application to drill a
well off the Alaskan coast, using leases they
purchased before I took office. I share people’s
concerns about offshore drilling. I remember
the BP spill in the Gulf of Mexico all too well.

And that’s precisely why my administration
has worked to make sure that our oil explora-
tion conducted under these leases is done at
the highest safety standards possible, with re-
quirements specifically tailored to the risks of
drilling off Alaska. We don’t rubberstamp per-
mits. We make it clear that Shell has to meet
our high standards in how they conduct their
operations, and it’s a testament to how rigor-
ously we’ve applied those standards that Shell
has delayed and limited its exploration off
Alaska while trying to meet them. The bottom
line is, safety has been and will continue to be
my administration’s top priority when it comes
to oil and gas exploration off America’s pre-
cious coasts, even as we push our economy
and the world to ultimately transition off of
fossil fuels.

So I’m looking forward to talking with Alas-
kans about how we can work together to make
America the leader on climate change around
the globe. And we’re going to offer unique
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and engaging ways for you to join me on this
trip all week at whitehouse.gov/Alaska. Be-
cause what’s happening in Alaska is happen-
ing to us. It’s our wakeup call. And as long as
I’m President, America will lead the world to
meet the threat of climate change before it’s
too late.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:25 p.m. on August 28 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on Au-
gust 29. In the address, the President referred
to Gov. William M. Walker of Alaska. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 28, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on August 29.

Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion With Alaska Native Leaders in
Anchorage, Alaska
August 31, 2015

Well, I am thrilled to be in Alaska. And I
look forward to spending the next few days
with everyday Alaskans to tell me what’s going
on in their lives and what’s going on in this re-
markable State.

I want to thank our Governor, Governor
Walker, Lieutenant Governor Byron Mallott,
as well as Senator Lisa Murkowski, and Secre-
tary Sally Jewell of the Department of Interior
for joining us.

But the main purpose of this meeting was to
give me an opportunity to interact and listen to
some of Alaska Native tribal leaders. A number
of them I’ve met with before during the tribal
summits that we’ve had in Washington. But
this gave me a chance to focus more intensely
on specifically what’s happening in Alaska. And
they don’t just represent a large portion of
Alaska’s population, these are communities
that have been around for 10,000 years or so.
So it’s worth paying attention to them because
they know a little bit from all that history.

Since I took office, I’ve been committed to
sustaining a government-to-government rela-
tionship between the United States and our
tribal nations. We host tribal leaders in Wash-
ington every year. I’ve visited Indian Country
at the Standing Rock Reservation and the
Choctaw Nation. This week, we’re going to be
visiting two more tribal communities here in
Alaska: in Dillingham and Kotzebue.

And in fact, by the end of my time in office,
I’ll have visited more communities—more trib-
al communities than any previous sitting Presi-

dent, which I feel pretty good about—in case
anybody is keeping track. [Laughter]

One of the things that we’ve been focused
on is, how can we work together and improve
communication, consultation, collaboration,
and participation in dealing with the issues that
face Native communities? And we’ve made
progress so far in providing support for tribal
youth, expanding access to health care, im-
proving disaster assistance, making sure that
we’re addressing squarely the profound issues
around violence against Native women.

We’ve also made a couple of news an-
nouncements today. Obviously the big one was
returning the most magnificent peak in our
Nation to its original name—Mount Denali—
something that the people of Alaska had been
working on and petitioning consistently since
1970. And I’m glad that we were able to re-
spond to that.

My administration also is taking new action
to make sure that Alaska Natives have direct
input into the management of Chinook salmon
stocks, something that has been of great con-
cern here.

But one of the biggest things that I heard
during this discussion was the need for us to
work more intensively and more collaborative-
ly with communities, particularly in rural areas,
that are burdened by crippling energy costs,
that are obviously continually concerned about
hunting and fishing rights and their ability to
sustain their way of life in the face of profound
climate change that’s taking place—taking
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