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politely, but firmly say, sorry, we’re moving
forward.

And anybody who suggests that moving to a
clean energy economy is going to somehow
cripple our economy or lead to fewer jobs, if
they hold up snowballs in February—[laugh-
ter]—as if that somehow disproves decades of
scientific data, if they suggest that we’ve got to
set our sights lower and do less or delay action
because we can’t figure this stuff out, I just
want everybody to remember, we’ve heard
these arguments before. We have engaged in
this debate many times before. It’s taken dif-
ferent forms, but this is a age-old debate in
America. It’s a debate between the folks who
say, “No, we can’t,” and the folks who say, “Yes,
we can.” Because those—between those who
fear the future and those who are eager to
seize the future.

And although sometimes, it—there are
some growing pains, America always comes
down on the side of the future. We’ve always
been a people who reach—proudly and boldly
and unafraid—to that more promising future.
We refuse to surrender the hope of a clean en-
ergy future to those who fear it and fight it and
sometimes provide misinformation about it.

Because the naysayers always underestimate
what the American people are capable of. And
we prove that every day. All across this country
right now, you’ve got once-dusty plains and
rundown buildings that are now solar fields
and rooftop arrays. All across this country right
now, once-shuttered factories are humming,

retraining workers to build wind turbines,
technology that we’re importing—we’re not
just importing now, now we’re making it here,
and we’re exporting it: technology made in
America. All across this country, once-dark-
ened plants are now full of rehired autowork-
ers manufacturing some of the world’s most
energy-efficient cars, cars that make you proud
to be an American.

This generation of Americans is hammering
into place the high-tech foundations of a clean
energy age. It’s the same people who first har-
nessed the power of the atom, the power of the
sun; the same spirit of people who connected
the continent by road and by rail, who connect-
ed the world through our science and our
imaginations; the same people who set foot on
the Moon and put a rover on Mars and probes
the farthest reaches of our solar system.

That’s what Americans do. We can do any-
thing. And you guys are proving it every single
day, and I’m going to be right there beside you.
Congratulations.

God bless you. God bless this country we
love. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:12 p.m. at the
Mandalay Bay Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Dilma Vana
Rousseff of Brazil; Charles G. Koch, chief ex-
ecutive officer and chairman of the board, and
David H. Koch, executive vice president, Koch
Industries, Inc. The transcript was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on August 25.

Remarks at a Nevada State Democratic Party Fundraiser in Henderson,
Nevada
August 24, 2015

Hey! Thank you, everybody. Thank you so
much. Thank you. Everybody, have a seat.
Have a seat. Come on. We’re among friends
here. Thank you so much. Let me begin by
thanking Brian and Myra for their hospitality
in this humble abode. [Laughter] The last time
I saw Brian, I have to admit that he and Derek
Jeter stole money from me—[laughter]—at
Shadow Creek.

And it was clearly a setup, because as we
got—I knew Derek, but I hadn’t played golf
with him before, and as we got up to the prac-
tice range, he was shanking balls everywhere.
And I said, “Well, do you play golf, Derek?”
He said, “I just started 2 weeks ago.” [Laugh-
ter] And Brian said, “Yes, I’ll be his partner,”
because Brian is a better golfer than me. And
we gave Derek Jeter, like, 30 strokes. And
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then, on the first tee, suddenly, the ball just
went straight and down the middle of the fair-
way, and we had to take a picture of me hand-
ing Derek Jeter money at the end of it.

So, despite that, Brian is a great friend and
obviously an incredible leader in this commu-
nity and nationally. And I could not be more
grateful to him and Myra for hosting us here
today. So please give them a big round of ap-
plause.

It’s hard for me to express how much I love
Harry Reid, but it’s easier to do it in a room of
people who love Harry Reid. Harry and I
drove over here together, and we were doing a
little reminiscing and then figuring out how
we’re going to deal with the crazies in terms of
managing some problems. And then we talked
about riding off into the sunset together.

Everything I’ve accomplished, I’ve accom-
plished because Harry Reid was there by my
side. And I am forever grateful for his friend-
ship and his strength, because the thing about
Harry is, he’s a great politician, but he’s also a
man with a lot of backbone and is willing to do
hard things when it’s required, and that’s what
you want out of a political leader.

That’s part of the reason why Harry has
made me so confident about Catherine and her
capacity to do a great job in the United States
Senate. Catherine Cortez Masto has already
shown her leadership in this State. She has
been a tireless advocate on behalf of children,
on behalf of women, on behalf of folks who are
vulnerable to fraud. She’s the kind of person
with the track record of integrity and fighting
for people on the right side of the issues that
you want in the United States Senate. And I
think this will be a lasting part of what is al-
ready an incredible legacy of leadership in the
United States Senate as Harry passes the torch
on to Catherine. So we are thrilled that she has
agreed to take on what is going to be always a
tough fight. I don’t know that there are ever
any easier—easy fights around here, but I have
full confidence that not only is she going to be
a great candidate, but more importantly, she’s
going to be a great Senator.

And then, I’ve just got a lot of friends in the
room, so—you know who you are. Hey,

friends. It is wonderful to be back in Vegas,
wonderful to be back in Nevada.

I’m coming off a couple of weeks of family
time. I feel refreshed, renewed, recharged, a
little feisty—[laughter]—and ready to roll up
my sleeves and get to work, because we still
have a lot of work facing this country.

When I came into office, obviously, we had
enormous challenges, almost unprecedented
challenges. And systematically, we have dug
ourselves out of the economic hole that we
were in. Nevada was as hard hit as any State in
the Union, and Nevada has bounced back. Still
got a lot of work to do. But the economy is
stronger; the housing market is stronger. Peo-
ple are seeing job creation once again. But
what we also know is that the potential of
America is so much greater than what is cur-
rently being realized, and part of the reason is
because we’ve got a political system that’s
holding us back.

Right now we could be putting hundreds of
thousands of people back to work rebuilding
the infrastructure of this country, and yet we
have a Congress that finances our highway bill
for 3 months at a time. That’s not what the
greatest country on Earth does. That’s not how
the Hoover Dam was built. That’s not how the
Interstate Highway or the transcontinental
railroad were built. That’s not how we sent a
man to the Moon or invented the Internet, by
failing to invest in our future.

I just came back from a conference that
Harry organized today about clean energy.
When we came into office in 2008, one of our
top priorities was to kickstart what was still a
fairly nascent clean energy industry. We’re
now producing more solar energy in 1 year
than we did in 8 or 10 years before I came into
office. We’ve increased solar power by twenty-
fold, increased wind power by three, four
times. And yet you’ve got a budget in Washing-
ton right now that’s being structured that
would rob us of the investments we need to in-
novate and move us in the direction of a clean
energy future that also will happen to save the
planet, a pretty good byproduct of the work
that’s already being done by the private sector
and public sector all across the country.
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We know that our kids are going to have to
be trained for a new knowledge economy. And
yet, unfortunately, we are still having debates
about whether we should be making invest-
ments in K–12 education, whether we should
make our community colleges more affordable
for more people, whether we should be prop-
erly funding job training programs to make
sure that every worker out there is trained for
the jobs of the future as opposed to simply
longing for the jobs of the past.

So, across the board, we have incredible op-
portunities. And I have never been more opti-
mistic about America than I am right now.
You’ll recall that it was probably just a year,
year and a half ago, where everybody was talk-
ing about China taking over. Let me tell you
something: I spend a lot of time overseas, and
around the world, if you ask people who’s got
the best cards, who’s got the combination of
the best universities and colleges, the best sci-
entists, the best entrepreneurs, the best inno-
vators, the most dynamic workforce—in part
because we have the best tradition of immigra-
tion and attracting the best and brightest from
around the world—people will say the United
States of America. They envy us. But what’s
holding us back is too often our political de-
bates are not about what’s best for the country,
but what’s best for the next election.

And what’s true here domestically is also
true in terms of foreign policy. I mean, we’ve
got enormous challenges around the world.
But the fact is, is that since I came into office,
not only have we been able to wind down two
wars, take out bin Laden, but often without
fanfare, we’ve saved millions of lives because
of initiatives to stop malaria. We’ve provided
billions dollars of new initiatives to help devel-
op the poorest countries in the world. We’re
promoting the education of girls and women
all around the world and championing human
rights each and every day. We’ve been leaders
in nonproliferation, which is part of the reason
why I am so insistent that Congress not block a
historic diplomatic effort when it comes to
making sure that Iran does not get a nuclear
weapon. And I’m so appreciative of Harry
Reid’s support for that effort.

And part of what we have to recognize is, is
that in the same way that we can’t let politics
get in the way of our growth and prosperity
here at home, the world is counting on us for
leadership around the world. I’ve said this be-
fore: When there’s a problem someplace, the
first call isn’t to Berlin, isn’t to Beijing. The
first call isn’t to Moscow. The first call is to
Washington, to the United States of America.
If there is a hurricane somewhere, if there is an
earthquake someplace, if there is a crisis that
needs to be addressed, people understand that
we have to lead.

And the fact is, is that we have led and can
continue to lead. But in order for us to do so,
we’re going to need not just a strong executive
branch, not just a President who after a few
gray hairs seems to know what he’s doing, but
we also need a Congress that works, that func-
tions. And listen, the happiest person on Earth
that I cannot run for a third term is Michelle
Obama. [Laughter] And so we’re going to be
observing, to some degree, what takes place in
the election to come.

But what I can say is this. Democrats are not
perfect. There are times where we have dis-
agreements within the party. There are some
folks in our party who sometimes are dogmatic.
But Democrats govern. Democrats are willing
to do things that are hard. Harry Reid and Nan-
cy Pelosi had been willing to stand up for what’s
right, even when it’s not popular. And that,
more than anything, is what America needs
right now. And so you being here tonight indi-
cates that you believe in that kind of leadership.

And I would just urge you, especially those
who were actively involved in my campaign back
in 2008, we need you even more involved now
because the stakes are so high, from education
to infrastructure, to climate change, to clean en-
ergy, to making sure that we fight terrorism and
the threats against this country, but we do it in a
way that is lawful and in a way that is respectful
to our values. The stakes are enormous. And
your participation, your willingness to stand up
for the America I think we all believe in, that’s
what’s going to make a difference.

So thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 7:04 p.m. at the
residence of Brian and Myra Greenspun. In his
remarks, he referred to Derek S. Jeter, former
shortstop, Major League Baseball’s New York

Yankees. The transcript was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 25. Au-
dio was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the 2014 Women’s National Basketball Association
Champion Phoenix Mercury
August 26, 2015

The President. Hello, everybody. Well, wel-
come to the White House. Congratulations to
the 2014 WNBA Champion, Phoenix Mercury!
And I want to acknowledge WNBA President
Laurel Richie—Laurel—and WNBA Coach of
the Year Sandy Brondello. [Applause] Yay!

I would be happy to be here, except that the
Mercury getting here involved beating the
Chicago Sky in the finals. [Laughter] In fact,
Diana, backstage, was trash-talking me.
[Laughter] You have kept yet another Chicago
sports team from getting into the White
House. [Laughter] But there’s always next
year.

It’s been a while since the Mercury last visit-
ed here 5 years ago. And in that time, this team
has appeared in four more Western Confer-
ence Finals. Last year, they cracked the code
again. Last season, the Mercury set a WNBA
record with 29 regular season wins. And obvi-
ously, their fans had their backs; Phoenix had
the highest attendance rate in the league.

In the Western Conference finals, they got
some payback against their archrivals, the Min-
nesota Lynx, and set themselves up for the
championship. But it was not always easy.
Brittney Griner had a breakout season; we ex-
pected that after having seen her at Baylor.
And she was tearing it up in the playoffs before
going down with an injury in the finals. So, in
the clinching game, the rest of the team had to
step up. And so Diana Taurasi was good for 24
points; she apparently can shoot the ball pretty
good. [Laughter] With less than a minute to
go, the game tied at 82, she put the Mercury
ahead for good. As Coach Brondello says about
Diana, “When you put the ball in her hands, in
the money, crunch time, she makes things hap-
pen.”

So these are some outstanding basketball
players—Diana and Brittney, but also Candice
Dupree, DeWanna Bonner, Erin Phillips, and
Penny Taylor, who sealed the championship
with two clutch free throws. Penny said that:
“Nobody is left out of anything on the Mercu-
ry. Everybody has to listen, everybody is in-
volved, one through 11.”

And that sense of teamwork extends to the
work that they’re doing in the Phoenix commu-
nity as well. These women have spent more
than 150 hours cleaning up courts and running
basketball clinics for underserved kids and
working with high school basketball teams that
they adopt every year. And during the play-
offs——

[At this point, a baby cried.]

The President. That’s okay, it’s an excited
fan. [Laughter] And during the playoffs, the
Mercury raised awareness for the national
bone marrow donor registry by enlisting an
honorary assistant coach named Mia McPo-
land, a 12-year-old who’s waiting and hoping to
find a donor.

So this is a team that I think is representa-
tive of what the WNBA is all about. They’re
doing good in their community. They’re great
athletes. They and women across the WNBA
are changing the way that young girls, includ-
ing my daughters, see themselves. And as a
dad, I’ve witnessed the shift just in the last 10
years, 15 years, 20 years, in terms of it just be-
ing taken for granted that women are great
athletes and great leaders. And that does not
happen unless these outstanding women per-
form the way they do. Plus, they look so good.
[Laughter] You know? They clean up pretty
good.
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