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Statement on the Death of H. Julian Bond
August 16, 2015

Julian Bond was a hero and, I’m privileged
to say, a friend. Justice and equality was the
mission that spanned his life: from his leader-
ship of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, to his founding role with the
Southern Poverty Law Center, to his pioneer-
ing service in the Georgia legislature and his
steady hand at the helm of the NAACP. Mi-
chelle and I have benefited from his example,
his counsel, and his friendship, and we offer

our prayers and sympathies to his wife Pamela
and his children.

Julian Bond helped change this country for
the better. And what better way to be remem-
bered than that.

NOTE: The statement referred to Pamela S.
Horowitz, wife, and Horace M. Bond II, Jeffrey
A. Bond, Michael J. Bond, Phyllis J. Bond Mc-
Millan, and Julia L. Bond, children, of Mr. Bond.

Statement on the Death of Emma Didlake
August 17, 2015

Emma Didlake served her country with
distinction and honor, a true trailblazer for
generations of Americans who have sacri-
ficed so much for their country. I was hum-
bled and grateful to welcome Emma to the

White House last month, and Michelle and I
send our deepest condolences to Emma’s
family, friends, and everyone she inspired
over her long and quintessentially American
life.

Statement on the Death of Former Representative Louis Stokes
August 19, 2015

Michelle and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of former Congressman Louis
Stokes. As a founding member of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and the first African
American to represent the State of Ohio in
Congress, Lou believed deeply in fairness and
the idea that every American should have the
same opportunity to succeed. Growing up in
Depression-era Cleveland with his mother and
brother Carl, Lou triumphed over hardship to

become a passionate voice for those less fortu-
nate. He fought to expand access to quality
health care in struggling communities and
worked tirelessly on behalf of hard-working
Ohioans. Lou leaves behind an indelible legacy
in the countless generations of young leaders
that he inspired, and he will be sorely missed.
Michelle and I send our condolences to his
wife Jay and the family and friends who loved
him so dearly.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 22, 2015

Hi, everybody. Seven years after the worst
economic crisis in generations, our economy
continues to grow and create jobs. In fact, our
businesses have created 13 million new jobs
over the past 5½ years.

But if we want to keep this momentum go-
ing, to make sure that working families feel like

their hard work is being rewarded with a basic
sense of security, then we all need to do our
part.

That’s why my administration has been part-
nering with States and cities to help grow the
middle class. Over the past few years, nearly 20
cities and counties have implemented paid sick
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days. Six States have enacted paid sick days or
paid family leave. Seventeen States, and more
than two dozen cities and counties, have raised
their minimum wage. All of this will help work-
ing families. And across the country, folks are
proving that preparing all our kids for the fu-
ture doesn’t have to be a partisan issue. Seattle,
a city with a Democratic mayor, just passed
universal pre-K, while Indianapolis, a city with
a Republican mayor, is starting citywide pre-
school scholarships. All told, 34 States have in-
creased funding for preschool, and that’s good
for all of us.

Now we need Congress to do its part to
boost the economy as well. Unfortunately,
Congress left town for 5 full weeks, and they
left behind a stack of unfinished business. For
the first time ever, Congress failed to reautho-
rize the Export-Import Bank. That left thou-
sands of business owners and their employees
at a serious disadvantage compared to their
competitors overseas. That’s not good for jobs.
It’s not good for our economy. When it returns
from recess, reauthorizing the Bank ought to
be a top agenda for Members of Congress.

Congress also hasn’t passed a budget, and
when they return from vacation, they’ll only
have a few weeks to do so or shut down the
Government for the second time in 2 years.
They’ve had all year to do this. Months ago, I
put forward a detailed plan to strengthen our
economy and our national security in a fiscally

responsible way. And for months, I’ve said I
will veto any budget that locks in the sequester,
those senseless cuts to domestic and national
security priorities. Remember, we can’t cut our
way to prosperity. We should be investing in
things that help our economy grow today and
tomorrow, like education or infrastructure or
scientific research.

Democrats in Congress have made it clear
they’re ready to sit down and work with Re-
publicans to find common ground on this. Af-
ter all, Americans expect Congress to help
keep our country strong and growing, not
threaten to shut down our Government. When
Congress gets back, they should prevent a
shutdown, pass a responsible budget, and
prove that this is a country that looks forward, a
country that invests in our future and keeps
our economy growing for all Americans.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:15 a.m. on August 7 in the Diplo-
matic Reception Room at the White House for
broadcast on August 22. In the address, the
President referred to Mayor Edward B. Mur-
ray of Seattle, WA; and Mayor Gregory A. Bal-
lard of Indianapolis, IN. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 21, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on August 22.

Remarks at the National Clean Energy Summit in Las Vegas, Nevada
August 24, 2015

Thank you, everybody. Please, please, have a
seat. We’re all about saving energy here.
[Laughter] Sit down. [Laughter]

Hello, Las Vegas! It’s good to be back on the
road after spending a little downtime with my
family, recharging my own batteries, so to
speak. And it is great to join you at this Clean
Energy Summit to see the work that you’re all
doing on what I consider to be one of the most
important issues not just of our time, but of any
time.

I want to thank Mandalay Bay, MGM’s
chairman, Jim Murren, for hosting us today. I

want to thank my dear friend, your outstanding
Senator, Harry Reid, for holding this summit
and for keeping us focused on this challenge. I
want to thank him, by the way, for his strong
statement over the weekend in support of a
deal that is going to make sure that Iran does
not get a nuclear weapon, which is a top priori-
ty of my administration. And Harry’s leader-
ship matters. It sends a message that Congress
should support this historic diplomatic break-
through, and not block it over the objections of
most of the world. It reflects the best of Amer-
ican foreign policy. We don’t rely on bluster or
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