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one of the things that we’ve also been trying to
focus on is leaving a legacy for the next genera-
tion in preserving this incredible beauty, the
God-given blessings, that we’ve received, those
of us who have lived here in the United States
of America.

I think everybody here knows that one of
the prettiest States that we have, with some of
the greatest national treasures, is the great
State of Idaho. I am very proud to be able to
sign this piece of legislation, enacted by the
House of Representatives, entitled the Saw-
tooth National Recreation Area and the Jerry
Peak Wilderness Additions Act. And what this
does is, it designates three additional wilder-
ness designations in the great State of Idaho.

This is a remarkable area. It is used by fish-
ermen, hunters, rafters, people taking hikes. It
is not only beautiful, but it’s also an important
economic engine for the State, attracting tour-
ism and creating jobs. And thanks to the work
of a broad-based coalition of folks in Idaho, but
spearheaded here in Congress by Congress-
man Mike Simpson—who was able to receive
not a single “no” vote—[laughter]—which
does not happen often in the House of Repre-
sentatives—something that folks have been
working on for quite some time is going to be
reality.

And so we want to congratulate all of them.
We want to urge the American people to visit
these new, incredible wilderness areas and rec-
ognize that not only will this give opportunities
to people in Idaho, but it’s going to be there
for future generations as well.

One last point I want to make: We want to
be thinking during the course of this summer
about the firefighters who are taking on some
really tough fires all across the Western States.
As I’ve noted before, we’ve seen a consistent
escalation of the severity and the length of
wildfire season. And a lot of that is attributable
to the fact that climate change is going to be
raising temperatures and creating less water,
more vulnerability for a lot of forests out there. 

One of the things we’re trying to work on
with Congress is making sure that we are able
to properly fund firefighting efforts, but also
that we’re engaged in the kind of conservation
planning to ensure that we’re preventing fires
from happening in the first place.

And so that’s a project that, at least in the
Western States, you get a lot of bipartisan sup-
port for. And hopefully, we’ll be able to get
that same kind of support here in Washington.

So, again, congratulations to all of you.
Mike, congratulations for the great work
you’ve done.

I will now sign this designation.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

I’m getting a lot of practice doing this, but I
want even more. [Laughter] There you go.
Good job.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. H.R.
1138, approved August 7, was assigned Public
Law No. 114–46.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Export Control Regulations
August 7, 2015

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to

the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the an-
niversary date. In accordance with this provi-
sion, I have sent to the Federal Register for
publication the enclosed notice, stating that
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13222 in light of the expiration of the
Export Administration Act of 1979 is to
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continue in effect for 1 year beyond August
17, 2015.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 8, 2015

Hi, everybody. The right to vote is one of
the most fundamental rights of any democracy.
Yet, for too long, too many of our fellow citi-
zens were denied that right, simply because of
the color of their skin.

Fifty years ago this week, President Lyndon
Johnson signed a law to change that. The Vot-
ing Rights Act broke down legal barriers that
stood between millions of African Americans
and their constitutional right to cast a ballot. It
was and still is one of the greatest victories in
our country’s struggle for civil rights.

But it didn’t happen overnight. Countless
men and women marched and organized, sat in
and stood up, for our most basic rights. For this
they were called agitators and un-American;
they were jailed, and they were beaten. Some
were even killed. But in the end, they reaf-
firmed the idea at the very heart of America:
that people who love this country can change it.

Our country is a better place because of all
those heroes did for us. But as one of those he-
roes, Congressman John Lewis, reminded us in
Selma this past March, “There is still work to
be done.” Fifty years after the Voting Rights
Act, there are still too many barriers to vote
and too many people trying to erect new ones.
We’ve seen laws that roll back early voting,
force people to jump through hoops to cast a
ballot, or lead to legitimate voters being im-
properly purged from the rolls. Over the years,

we’ve seen provisions specifically designed to
make it harder for some of our fellow citizens
to vote. In a democracy like ours, with a history
like ours, that’s a disgrace.

That’s why, as we celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the Voting Rights Act, I’m calling on
Congress to pass new legislation to make sure
every American has equal access to the polls.
It’s why I support the organizers getting folks
registered in their communities. And it’s why,
no matter what party you support, my message
to every American is simple: Get out there and
vote, not just every 4 years, but every chance
you get. Because your elected officials will only
heed your voice if you make your voice heard.

The promise that all of us are created equal
is written into our founding documents, but it’s
up to us to make that promise real. Together,
let’s do what Americans have always done:
Let’s keep marching forward, keep perfecting
our Union, and keep building a better country
for our kids.

Thanks, everybody. Have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:30 a.m. on August 7 in the Diplo-
matic Reception Room at the White House for
broadcast on August 8. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 7, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on August 8.

Statement on the Health of Former President Jimmy Carter
August 12, 2015

Michelle and I send our best wishes to Presi-
dent Carter for a fast and full recovery. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Rosalynn and the

entire Carter family as they face this challenge
with the same grace and determination that
they have shown so many times before. Jimmy,
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