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say in front of progressive groups. Everybody is
fired up and rightly so. But the reason that the
voting rate in the last midterm election was 30-
something percent is not attributable to a pho-
to ID law. The fact of the matter is that far
more people disenfranchise themselves than
any law does by not participating, by not get-
ting involved.

So yes, we have to be vigilant in pushing
back against laws that seek to disenfranchise
people. Yes, we should be fighting back against
laws, for example, that say ex-felons, no matter
how long they’ve been living a correct life, no
matter how well they've paid their dues, that
they can never vote again in that State. There
are all kinds of battles we have to fight. But we
miss the forest for the trees if we don’t also
recognize that huge chunks of us, citizens, just
give away our power. We’d rather complain
than do something about it. We won’t vote, and
then we’ll talk about the terrible political pro-
cess that isn’t doing anything.

And I like barber shop talk. [Laughter] I like
grumbling and complaining. I can’t always do it
in public. [Laughter] But what I know is, it
doesn’t get anything accomplished. So the
groups that are here today, one of the things
that we’re looking forward to is how do we mo-
bilize, how do we galvanize, how do we get
people focused not only on laws, but also on
our habits, our habits of citizenship? How do
we instill in people a sense of why this is so
critically important?

And that is why we are proclaiming Septem-
ber 22 National Voter Registration Day. Sep-
tember 22. And we're going to have groups

fanning out all across the country. And on Sep-
tember 22, we're going to try to get everybody
to register to vote. We probably won’t get ev-
erybody—{laughter]—but we’re going to try.

I want to thank so many of you who are in-
volved in this—including the NAACP, which
started their Journey to Justice, a march from
Selma to Washington, earlier this week—be-
cause you're shining a light on this issue. And I
want to make sure that we are fully mobilized
across the country on September 22.

Bottom line is, everybody here has a part to
play. Members of Congress need to do the
right thing. State legislators and Governors,
they need to do the right thing. Businesses,
make it easier for your employees to vote. Do
the right thing. Universities, other civic institu-
tions: Help register people to vote, provide civ-
ic education. Do the right thing.

Most of all, citizens, seize the power that
you have. Make this democracy work. Do not
succumb to cynicism. Heroic things happen
when people get involved. Heroic things hap-
pen when a young man without any official ti-
tle joins up with a bunch of other young and
not-so-young people of every color and every
persuasion and are willing to march across a
bridge. That’s the power that is in all of us.
We've got to take advantage of it.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:27 p.m. in the
South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Executive Office Building.

Remarks on Signing the Sawtooth National Recreation Area and Jerry Peak

Wilderness Additions Act
August 7, 2015

Well, first of all, over the last 6 years, the
American people have worked really hard to
bounce back from the worst economic crisis
since the Great Depression. We got jobs num-
bers today, showing that America had created
another 210,000 new jobs. That makes 65 con-
secutive months of private sector job growth.
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This is the strongest 2-year run of private sec-
tor job growth that we’ve seen in the last 15
years. And it is a testament, I think, to the in-
credible ingenuity and resilience and hard
work of the American people.

So, even as we continue to focus on rebuild-
ing our economy, providing more opportunity,



one of the things that we’ve also been trying to
focus on is leaving a legacy for the next genera-
tion in preserving this incredible beauty, the
God-given blessings, that we’ve received, those
of us who have lived here in the United States
of America.

I think everybody here knows that one of
the prettiest States that we have, with some of
the greatest national treasures, is the great
State of Idaho. I am very proud to be able to
sign this piece of legislation, enacted by the
House of Representatives, entitled the Saw-
tooth National Recreation Area and the Jerry
Peak Wilderness Additions Act. And what this
does is, it designates three additional wilder-
ness designations in the great State of Idaho.

This is a remarkable area. It is used by fish-
ermen, hunters, rafters, people taking hikes. It
is not only beautiful, but it’s also an important
economic engine for the State, attracting tour-
ism and creating jobs. And thanks to the work
of a broad-based coalition of folks in Idaho, but
spearheaded here in Congress by Congress-
man Mike Simpson—who was able to receive
not a single “no” vote—([laughter]—which
does not happen often in the House of Repre-
sentatives—something that folks have been
working on for quite some time is going to be
reality.

And so we want to congratulate all of them.
We want to urge the American people to visit
these new, incredible wilderness areas and rec-
ognize that not only will this give opportunities
to people in Idaho, but it’s going to be there
for future generations as well.
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One last point I want to make: We want to
be thinking during the course of this summer
about the firefighters who are taking on some
really tough fires all across the Western States.
As I've noted before, we've seen a consistent
escalation of the severity and the length of
wildfire season. And a lot of that is attributable
to the fact that climate change is going to be
raising temperatures and creating less water,
more vulnerability for a lot of forests out there.

One of the things we'’re trying to work on
with Congress is making sure that we are able
to properly fund firefighting efforts, but also
that we're engaged in the kind of conservation
planning to ensure that we're preventing fires
from happening in the first place.

And so that’s a project that, at least in the
Western States, you get a lot of bipartisan sup-
port for. And hopefully, we'll be able to get
that same kind of support here in Washington.

So, again, congratulations to all of you.
Mike, congratulations for the great work
you've done.

I will now sign this designation.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

I'm getting a lot of practice doing this, but I
want even more. [Laughter] There you go.

Good job.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. H.R.
1138, approved August 7, was assigned Public
Law No. 114-46.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Export Control Regulations

August 7, 2015
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to

the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the an-
niversary date. In accordance with this provi-
sion, I have sent to the Federal Register for
publication the enclosed notice, stating that
the national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13222 in light of the expiration of the
Export Administration Act of 1979 is to
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