AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

as ever. It still looks blue. And it’s as vast, but
also as fragile, as miraculous as anything in this
universe.

This Blue Marble belongs to all of us. It be-
longs to these kids who are here. There are
more than 7 billion people alive today; no mat-
ter what country they’re from, no matter what
language they speak, every one of them can
look at this image and say, “That’s my home.”
And “we’re the first generation to feel the im-
pact of climate change; we're the last genera-
tion that can do something about it.” We only
get one home. We only get one planet. There’s
no plan B.

I don’t want my grandkids not to be able to
swim in Hawaii or not to be able to climb a
mountain and see a glacier because we didn’t
do something about it. I don’t want millions of
people’s lives disrupted and this world more
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dangerous because we didn't do something
about it. That'd be shameful of us. This is our
moment to get this right and leave something
better for our kids. Let’s make most of that op-
portunity.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Administrator Regina McCarthy;
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy; Gov.
Jay R. Inslee of Washington; Tanya Brown,
member, Moms Clean Air Force-North Caro-
lina, and her daughter Sanaa; Sumita Khatri,
codirector, Cleveland Clinic’s Asthma Center;
and Joan Marie Steadman, executive director,
Leadership Conference of Women Religious.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the

United Nations
August 4, 2015

The President. Tt is a great pleasure to wel-
come once again to the Oval Office my good
friend, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon.

As we celebrate the 70th anniversary of the
United Nations, we can take great satisfaction
in the success of the institution in resolving
conflicts, in moving forward through its agen-
cies on a whole range of development issues
that are helping vulnerable peoples around the
world. And at the same time, we are in a period
in which the demands placed, the burdens on
the United Nations have never been greater.
And throughout what was a very tumultuous
process, the Secretary-General and his team, I
think, have done excellent work and have been
excellent partners with us.

Today we spoke about a wide range of is-
sues. At the top of our list was the urgency of a
world response to the threat of climate change.
And the Secretary-General has been a consis-
tent champion of a concerted, unified, global
response to the issue. I shared with him the
work that we are doing in the United Nations

so that we can be a leader in addressing this
critical—perhaps the critical issue—that faces
humankind going forward and explained how
through our power plant rule, through the
work we’re doing on renewable energies, and
so forth, that we’re in a position now to meet
the very aggressive targets that we're putting
forward in preparation for the Paris confer-
ence.

And T encouraged the Secretary-General to
continue to work with us to press those coun-
tries who have not yet put forward bold, ag-
gressive plans to do so, because we need Paris
to be a success, and the world has to step up in
a concerted way on behalf of our children and
future generations.

We also had opportunity to discuss a range
of regional issues. In Syria, we shared our deep
concerns about the humanitarian crisis there,
as well as the need to stop the killing and arrive
at a realistic political process that can lead to a
stabilizing of the country and a transition to a
government that is reflective of all the people
of Syria. And we traded notes on how our
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diplomatic teams can work together with other
interested parties on that issue.

We also discussed the need to end the con-
flict in Yemen and address the humanitarian
situation there. We discussed some modest
progress that's been made in Libya in bringing
together the many factions that have created
great difficulty in governance in Yemen [Lib-
ya] and have created a vacuum that is causing
everything from a outflow of refugees to the
safe havens for organizations like ISIL.

And we discussed South Sudan. As many of
you know, when I was in Africa, in Addis Aba-
ba, I convened a meeting with the leaders of
the countries surrounding South Sudan. It was
several years ago where South Sudan was rec-
ognized as an independent country, and there
was great progress and great hope at that time.
That hope has been squandered by Mr. Kiir
and the opposition leader, Mr. Machar. Our
goal now is to make sure that by August 17
there’s an agreement for them to stop the
bloodshed and to move forward in a inclusive
Government. If they miss that target, then I
think it’s our view that it’s going to be neces-
sary for us to move forward with a different
plan and recognize that those leaders are inca-
pable of creating the peace that is required.

On a more positive note, we have now com-
pleted the follow-up on the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals that had been set. We now have
a new set of sustainable development goals, as
well as financing for those goals, that had been
agreed to through a process of international
consensus. And they reflect, I think, the new-
est and best thinking about how we can lift
people out of extreme poverty and not just pro-
vide aid, but also increase capacity with a
strong emphasis on making sure that women
and girls are lifted up in the process and mak-
ing sure that we’re emphasizing clean energy,
sustainable energy, education, entrepreneur-
ship, and small and medium-sized businesses.

And I'm very encouraged by the process and
the leadership that was shown by the United
Nations and all the countries involved. What
we saw was, I think, far less emphasis on some

* White House correction.
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of the traditional North-South divisions on the
international stage and much more of a focus
on how do we get the job done and deliver on
behalf of the people.

And finally, we had a discussion about how
we can work with the United Nations to pro-
vide them more support for the demands that
are being made to them. Specifically, in Sep-
tember, when we have the United Nations
General Assembly and leaders are gathered,
we really want to make the most of the sum-
mits that are being organized around not only
countering violent extremism and sustainable
development, but also peacekeeping and are
there ways in which we can strengthen the re-
sources that are required in order for us to do
an effective job on conflict resolution, but also
stabilization postconflict, where the United
Nations plays an enormous role. And we have
to have greater continuity and greater capacity
for these U.N. peacekeepers, because unfortu-
nately, I don’t think we can anticipate that all
these conflicts are going to be going away any-
time soon.

So I again want to thank the Secretary-Gen-
eral for his outstanding leadership, and I look
forward to seeing him in September. We've got
a lot of work to do between now and then, but
I'm very confident that he and his very capable
team will be able to do what needs to be done.

Thank you very much. Good.

Secretary-General Ban. Thank you, Mr.
President, for your warm welcome to the Oval
Office again. I had an extremely constructive
meeting with President Obama this time on
the eve of a truly historic General Assembly in
September and in the aftermath of all this very
historic diplomatic achievement that President
Obama and the U.S. Government have been
making in many areas like Iranian nuclear
deals and normalization of diplomatic relations
with Cuba and his recent very successful visit
to Africa. And all these are truly historic diplo-
matic achievements.

The United Nations continue to stand work-
ing with you and U.S. Government. We really
appreciate your strong leadership and support



and strong, generous humanitarian assistance
to many places of the conflict. And I really
count on your strong support.

On climate change, I highly commend Pres-
ident Obama’s strong commitment since day
one in his office up to now, and I count on your
continuing leadership until we’ll be able to ad-
dress at this one—this climate change—and
have climate change agreement in December
in Paris.

In that regard, T'd like to congratulate you
and highly commend your visionary and bold
leadership announcement of yesterday on a
Clean Power Plan. This is a hugely important
and visionary leadership. U.S. can and will be
able to change the world in addressing a cli-
mate phenomenon. And we are the first gener-
ation, as President Obama rightly said yester-
day, to put an end to global poverty. And we
are the last generation who can address climate
change phenomenon.

I think this Clean Power Plan powers econo-
mies and generates jobs. And also, it can
have—generate huge dividends here at home,
in U.S. economy. And I'm sure that this will
impact a lot of countries. And I really appreci-
ate your personal engagement starting with
China and Brazil and India and many others, as
I'm going to have some small-scale leaders
meetings on the margins of General Assembly.
I hope you will really lead all this campaign un-
der your strong leadership.

We are very much committed. We discussed
about how to mobilize a hundred billion dollars
for climate financing, and working very closely
with President Hollande, in his capacity as
President of future COP 21, and Chancellor
Angela Merkel, in her capacity as the Chair of
G-7, and World Bank President and IMF
Managing Director, and we see, the Secretary-
General. We are really trying to present a po-
litically credible trajectory of a hundred billion
dollars to the world so that this can be support-
ed at the COP 21 in Paris.

And anyway, this is a top priority now as we
have successfully agreed on sustainable devel-
opment agenda with a set of 17 sustainable de-
velopment goals. This is a hugely ambitious
and encouraging news. And we also agreed in
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Addis Ababa last month a financial and techno-
logical framework to support sustainable devel-
opment agenda and climate change. On all
these matters, we really count on your strong
support.

On regional issues, President Obama has ex-
plained and briefed all what we discussed. We
are completely on the same page. On Syrian is-
sues, on 29th of July, last week, my Special En-
voy and I presented a proposal to establish a
four-thematic working group to operationalize
a Geneva communiqué, and I'm very much en-
couraged to find such strong support by the
Security Council members. We tried to expe-
dite to provide some political solution to this,
operationalizing Geneva communiqué. At the
same time, we are doing our best efforts to
provide humanitarian assistance to needy peo-
ple.

On Yemen, there is no military solution,
there is only solution by political way, through
dialogue. I have been continuously coordinat-
ing and working together with GCC members
led by, again, the Saudi Arabia. And my Special
Envoy is always on the region working very
closely with the parties.

We are very much concerned about the hu-
manitarian situation in Yemen, as President
Obama said. Eighty percent of population—to
be exact, more than 21 million people—are in
need of urgent humanitarian assistance. Our
humanitarian team, despite the difficulties of
security and safety, will mobilizing all possible
support. I'm urging the world members—
member states—to provide the generous hu-
manitarian assistance. This is what I'm really
asking for such generous support.

I highly appreciate and commend leader-
ship of President Obama on South Sudan. His
recent visit to Africa and convening a leaders
meeting on South Sudan really made a big im-
pact. We are working very hard with the IGAD
members and African Union so that this Au-
gust 17 summit meeting of IGAD will be able
to have adoption of this agreement between
the parties. We are working very hard.

And T really appreciate your strong support
for human rights—of human rights. In all these
conflict areas, it is the people whose human
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rights are being abused. And we are taking this
issue human rights up front as priority issues,
and I really appreciate the United States con-
tinuing support and leadership.

Again, thank you very much, Mr. President,
for your global leadership. And I wish you con-
tinued good success. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Salva Kiir Ma-
yardit and former Vice President Riek Machar
Teny Dhurgon of South Sudan. He also re-

ferred to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) terrorist organization. Secretary-
General Ban referred to President Francois
Hollande of France; Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany; Jim Yong Kim, President,
World Bank; Christine Lagarde, Managing Di-
rector, International Monetary Fund; U.N.
Special Envoy for Syria Steffan de Mistura;
and U.N. Special Envoy for Yemen Ismail
Ould Cheikh Ahmed. He also referred to the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD) in Eastern Africa; and the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC).

Remarks at the White House Demo Day Exhibition

August 4, 2015

The President. Thank you. Hello, everybody.
Have a seat, have a seat. Look at you guys with
all your gadgets. [ Laughter] Sit down, come on.

Audience member. Happy Birthday!

The President. Thank you! [Laughter]
Thank you very much. Thank you. I'm so gray.
[Laughter] But I feel good otherwise.

Welcome to the White House, everybody.
As a birthday treat to me, I thought I'd invite
business leaders, investors, and government of-
ficials here for the first-ever White House
Demo Day. [Applause] Yes. I think it’s fair to
say that when I was 8, I would have been con-
fused by that choice. [Laughter] But now I
think it’s really cool, and I am so grateful to
have all of you participating.

On a typical Demo Day, entrepreneurs, like
many of you, pitch your ideas to potential in-
vestors in venture capital or elsewhere. And it
is a high-stress, make-or-break moment that
can change the course of your life. You don’t—
folks are peppering you with questions; you
don’t know what’s going to be coming. Today
was much more relaxed because you just had
to pitch the President of the United States
your ideas. [Laughter] So it’s no problem—in
front of TV cameras that everybody is going to
watch. [Laughter]

Fortunately, everybody did a stellar job that
I had a chance to meet. And here in this room,
we've got some of the best and brightest entre-
preneurs America has to offer, folks from all
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across the country who are working every day
to transform the way we live and learn and
communicate. They have taken over my house.
[Laughter] We've got people who are develop-
ing the next generation of lithium-ion batter-
ies; a system of radio sensors that notices when
a senior takes a fall while they’re in their home;
a robotic teddy bear that helps kids with diabe-
tes learn about managing their health and stay-
ing active. There was an app that helps military
families transition to their new communities,
another app that helps you order replacement
parts just by snapping a photo of the old one.
And then, there are the folks at Astrobotics
Technology in Pittsburgh. They are shooting
for the moon, literally—{laughter]—with plans
to land a rover on the lunar surface in the next
couple of years, which is pretty exciting. I
wouldn’t mind seeing how that turns out.
[Laughter]

You know, in America, that's who we’ve al-
ways been. We explore next frontiers, we’re pi-
oneers with a vision for tomorrow, whether it’s
Lewis and Clark, Sally Ride. We're the nation
of Franklin and Edison and Carver and Salk;
Jobs, Gates. And the folks here today are heirs
to that legacy, and they’re the driving force in a
21st-century economy.

Startups, young firms account for almost 40
percent of new hires. And as we've fought back
from the worst economic crisis of our lifetimes,
those firms have helped our private sector cre-
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