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Prime Minister Hailemariam. As regards to
South Sudan, I cannot agree more with the
President. But we should also recognize that
this process has taken a long, long negotiation
period. On the other hand, people are suffer-
ing on the ground, and we cannot let this go
unchecked. And I think the meeting which we
are making this afternoon has a strong signal
and message that has to be passed to the par-
ties in South Sudan to see that that they’re—
[inaudible|—first.

So I think this is very much essential. And I
fully recognize what the President has said,
and we'll see how it happens.

As far as Ethiopia is concerned, we need
journalists. We need more of them and quality
of them, because we have not only bad stories
to be told, but we have many success stories
that has to be told. And so we need you. This is
very important. But we need ethical journalism
to function in this country.

As there is limitation in capacity in all as-
pects of our works, there is also capacity limita-
tions in journalism and that way. Maybe those
of you who are in developed nations, you can
help our journalists—domestic journalists—to
increase their capacity to work on ethical man-
ner. But the only thing, as a leader of this na-
tion, we do not want to see is journalism has to
be respected when it doesn’t pass the line that
working with violent terrorist groups is not al-
lowed, even in the United States. And we need
a civilized journalism as a culture and as a pro-
fession.

So I think my Government is committed to
see this issue, that we need many young jour-
nalists to come up and help this country to un-
derstand what’s going on. And for us, it’s very
important to be criticized because we also get
feedback to correct our mistakes and limita-
tions. So we need journalists. And I think this
is our view. And rest assured that we’ll contin-
ue to do so, because media is one of the institu-
tions that has to be nurtured for democratic
discourse. And so that’s why we agreed that an
institutional capacity-building in all aspects of
democracy in this country is essential.

President Obama. Okay. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 1:47 p.m. at the National Palace. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Sal-
va Kiir Mayardit and former Vice President
Riek Machar Teny Dhurgon of South Sudan;
President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda;
former Gov. Michael D. Huckabee of Arkan-
sas; Sens. Thomas B. Cotton and R. Edward
“Ted” Cruz; former National Security Adviser
Brent Scowcroft; former Sen. Samuel A.
Nunn; and Donald J. Trump, chairman and
chief executive officer, Trump Organization. A
reporter referred to formerly jailed Ethiopian
journalists Asmamaw Hailegiorgis, Edom Kas-
saye, Mahlet Fantahun, Tesfalem Wadyes, and
Zelalem Kibret. Another reporter referred to
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) ter-
rorist organization.
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Well, let me just express my appreciation to
the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Prime Minis-
ter Hailemariam, as well as all the leaders rep-
resented here. They have shown extraordinary
leadership in trying to address the continuing
situation in South Sudan, and this gives me and
the U.S. delegation an opportunity to learn
from them what progress has been made,
where there appear to be continued road-
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blocks, and how we can partner with them to
make progress.

So I want to thank IGAD for the outstanding
work that they're doing, the African Union for
their leadership as well. And as a consequence
of this discussion, our hope is, is that we can ac-
tually bring about the kind of peace that the
people of South Sudan so desperately need.

Thank you very much, everybody.



NOTE: The President spoke at 3:37 p.m. at the
Sheraton Addis hotel. In his remarks, he re-
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ferred to the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) in Eastern Africa.
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Prime Minister Hailemariam. Your Excel-
lency, the President of the United States of
America, Mr. Barack Obama, distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen: In the history of
the relationship by Ethiopia and the United
States of America, this is an exceptional occa-
sion. Never before did we have the opportuni-
ty to be able to welcome a sitting President of
the United States for an official visit to Ethio-
pia.

And, Mr. President, we welcome you and all
the members of your delegation to Ethiopia
with open arms. Your visit is a mark of the long
friendship between our two countries and our
two peoples, a friendship that T am certain will
be further enhanced in the future. It shows the
strengths and depths of the diplomatic and cul-
tural relations we enjoy today and underlines
our hopes for the future.

Mr. President, distinguished guests, ladies
and gentlemen, our links were formally estab-
lished at the beginning of the last century
when a treaty of commerce was signed during
the reign of Emperor Menelik and President
Theodore Roosevelt administration in 1903.
Since then, and even earlier, the United States
provided an inspiration for the advancement of
science and technology and, indeed, of democ-
racy and good governance.

Ethiopia, similarly, as the only surviving ves-
sel of freedom and independence in Africa, of-
fered an inspiration to many in America. It was
a source of an inspiration for a great African
American thinker and philosopher, Du Bois, as
well as more recently, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. And many saw a source of enlightenment in
the spirit of Ethiopia. They saw the courageous
struggle of Ethiopia as the symbol of the strug-
gle of the whole community of Africans across
the world for civil liberty, equality, and free-
dom.

Ours is a relationship established on the ba-
sis of mutual understanding, respect, and dig-
nity and matured in the struggle against fas-
cism. The role of the United States to the
struggle can only be described as historic. Peo-
ple all over the country protested against Italy’s
invasion of Ethiopia. You raised funds and sent
medical supplies. People in New York, Har-
lem, Oklahoma, Texas, and many other cities
paraded in support of Ethiopia. Thousands of-
fered to enlist to fight for us. And even after
the war, many more came to Ethiopia to help
in our post-war reconstruction.

It is perhaps appropriate to single out one
person, as I feel this is an appropriate moment
to mention one African American hero who
grew up in Mississippi during the early 1920s
and came to Ethiopia in 1935 to help us in our
struggle against fascism and colonial aggres-
sion. Colonel John Robinson was, I believe,
one of the first Americans to take up arms
against fascism. Having earlier established an
aviation school in Alabama, Colonel Robinson
was largely responsible for founding the Ethio-
pian Air Force during the Italian invasion.
Called here the Brown Condor of Ethiopia, he
then became the first commander of the Air
Force.

He was a wonderful example of those Amer-
icans who did so actively support Ethiopia both
in time of peace and conflict. And here, let me
also mention the exemplary dedication dis-
played by your youth in the Peace Corps, both
in the 1960s, all over the way through today.

In this context, let me also remember all
those Americans who have given their lives to
Ethiopia, not least the late Congressman Mick-
ey Leland who worked so hard to build the re-
lationship between our two countries on the
basis of dignity, faith and hope. He would have
very much appreciated this visit as a symbol of
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