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Remarks With Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India and an Exchange
With Reporters in New Delhi, India 
January 25, 2015

Prime Minister Modi. Mr. President, and
members of the media, it is a great pleasure
and privilege to welcome back President
Obama and the First Lady in India.

Mr. President, we are honored that you ac-
cepted our invitation to be the chief guest of
our Republic Day. And I know how busy you
are. It is special because on this day, we cele-
brate the values shared by the world’s two larg-
est democracies. You are also the first United
States President to visit India twice in office. It
reflects the transformation in our relationship.
It shows your deep personal commitment to
this partnership. It tells us that our two nations
are prepared to step forward firmly to accept
the responsibility of this global partnership for
our two countries and for shaping the charac-
ter of this century.

The promise and potential of this relation-
ship had never been in doubt. This is a natural
global partnership. It has become even more
relevant in the digital age. It is needed even
more in our world for far-reaching changes and
wider-spread turmoil. The success of this part-
nership is important for our progress and for
advancing peace, stability, and prosperity
around the world.

From the turn of the century, we had begun
transforming our relationship, but we have to
convert a good start into lasting progress. This
requires translating our vision into sustained
action and concrete achievements.

Mr. President, in the last few months, I see
new excitement and confidence in this rela-
tionship. I see renewed energy in our engage-
ment. Thank you for your leadership and for
setting the tone last September when I visited
White House. The civil nuclear agreement was
the centerpiece of our transformed relation-
ship, which demonstrated new trust. It also
created a new economic opportunity and ex-
panded our options for clean energy.

In the course of the past 4 months, we have
worked with a sense of purpose to move it for-
ward. I’m pleased that 6 years after we signed

our bilateral agreement, we are moving to-
wards commercial cooperation, consistent with
our law, our international legal obligations, and
technical and commercial viability.

President Obama had also assured me of
strong U.S. efforts in support of India’s full
membership of the four international export
control regimes at earliest.

Today we also decided to take up our grow-
ing defense cooperation to the new level. We
have agreed in principle to pursue codevelop-
ment and coproduction of specific advanced
defense projects. This will help upgrade our
domestic defense industry and expand the
manufacturing sector in India.

We will also explore cooperation in the area
of advanced defense technologies. We have re-
newed our defense framework agreement. We
will deepen our cooperation on maritime secu-
rity.

Terrorism remains a principal global threat.
It is taking on a new character, even as an exist-
ing challenge persists. We agreed that we need
a comprehensive global strategy and approach
to combat with it. There should be no distinc-
tion between terrorist groups. Every country
must fulfill its commitment to eliminate terror-
ist safe havens and bring terrorists to justice.
Our two countries will deepen our bilateral se-
curity cooperation against terrorist groups, and
we will further enhance our counterterrorism
capabilities, including in the area of technology.

President Obama and I agree that a strong
and growing economic relationship is vital for
the success of our strategic partnership. Eco-
nomic growth in our two countries is becoming
stronger. Our business climate is improving.
This gives me a great optimism over our eco-
nomic ties.

In addition, we have established a number
of effective bilateral mechanisms to identify
opportunities and also help our business, trade,
and investment more. We will also resume our
dialogue on bilateral investment treaty. We will
also restart discussions on social security agree-
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ment that is so important for the hundreds of
thousands of Indian professionals working in
the United States.

For President Obama and me, clean and re-
newable energy is a personal and national pri-
ority. We discussed our ambitions, national ef-
forts, and goals to increase the use of clean and
renewable energy. We also agreed to further
enhance our excellent and innovative partner-
ship in this area. I asked him to lead interna-
tional efforts in making renewable energy
more accessible and affordable to the world.

President and I expressed hope for a suc-
cessful Paris conference on climate change this
year. We will continue to refine our coopera-
tion in science and technology, innovation, ag-
riculture, health, education, and skills. These
are central to the future of our two countries
and also give us an opportunity to help others
around the world. Indeed, our strategic part-
nership will only be complete if we assume our
responsibility to work together to promote de-
velopment and connectivity in our vast region.

President Obama and I agreed to pursue
this goal with sense of priority. President and I
had an excellent discussion on global and re-
gional issues; in particularly, we renewed our
commitment to deepen our cooperation to ad-
vance peace, stability, prosperity in Asia-Pacif-
ic and Indian Ocean regions, which is critical
for the future of our two countries and the des-
tiny of this world. We will also work closely to
help Afghanistan through its transition.

Our relationship stands at a new level today.
We have outlined a broad vision for our friend-
ship and cooperation that reflects the opportu-
nities and challenges of this century.

As Lord Buddha said, “Noble friends and
companions are the whole of the holy life.” We
have decided to give this critical partnership its
due trust and sustained attention. For this, we
have agreed that India and the United States
must [have]* regular summits at greater fre-
quency. And we also established hotlines be-
tween myself and Barack and our National Se-
curity Advisers.

At the beginning of this year, we start a new
journey. Let me welcome you once again, Mr.
President. It is a great pleasure to have you
with us. Thank you very much. Thanks a lot.

President Obama. Namaste. Thank you,
Prime Minister Modi, for those very generous
words. I want to express my profound grati-
tude to not only you, but the people of India
for the incredible hospitality that has been
shown to me and Michelle. We are thrilled to
be back in India. Mera pyaar bhara namaskar.
[Laughter]

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for the invi-
tation to join the people of India on Republic
Day. I am honored to be the first American
President to attend this celebration, as well as
the first President to visit India twice. And this
reflects my commitment, since the beginning
of my Presidency, to deepen our ties with In-
dia. I’m pleased to be joined by members of
my administration as well as Members of Con-
gress and business leaders from the United
States, all who believe that a strong relation-
ship with India is critical for America’s success
in the 21st century.

As two great democracies, two innovative
economies, two societies dedicated to the em-
powerment of our people—including millions
of Indian Americans—we are natural partners.
When I addressed your Parliament on my last
visit, I laid out my vision for how India and the
United States could build a defining partner-
ship for the 21st century. And since then,
we’ve made significant progress. Our trade has
increased. Our militaries exercise together
more. We’re cooperating on key global chal-
lenges, from nuclear proliferation to global
health.

And, Mr. Prime Minister, your election—
and your strong personal commitment to the
India-U.S. relationship—gives us an opportu-
nity to further energize these efforts. I was
proud to welcome you to the White House last
fall. Your reputation preceded you. As many of
you know, in New York, the Prime Minister
appeared in Madison Square Garden and was
greeted like a Bollywood star. [Laughter] And

 * White House correction.
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it was, I think, a signal of the deep friendship
between our peoples as well as our close ties
that we are working to expand even further.

At the White House, we agreed to take this
partnership to a new level. We advanced that
work today. Prime Minister Modi, thank you
for hosting me, including our chai pe charcha.
[Laughter] I—we need more of those in the
White House. [Laughter] But even as this visit
is rich with symbolism, we made substantive
progress. Prime Minister has already indicated,
the United States and India have declared a
new Declaration of Friendship that elevates
and formalizes our partnership. And not only is
it grounded in the values we share, but it com-
mits us to more regular meetings at the leaders
level and sets up frequent consultations across
our government.

We agreed that our trade and economic
partnerships must focus on improving the daily
lives of our people. Prime Minister Modi de-
scribed for me his ambitious efforts to empow-
er rural Indians with bank accounts and to en-
sure clean water and clean air for the Indian
people. And we want to be partners in this ef-
fort.

In the last few years, trade between our two
countries has increased by some 60 percent,
toward a record a hundred billion dollars. We
want to trade even more. So we welcome the
reforms that the Prime Minister is pursuing to
make it easier to do business here in India.

Today we achieved a breakthrough under-
standing on two issues that were holding up
our ability to advance our civil nuclear cooper-
ation, and we’re committed to moving towards
full implementation. And this is an important
step that shows how we can work together to
elevate our relationship. We also, as the Prime
Minister noted, agreed to resume discussions
about a possible bilateral investment treaty.
And we will continue to pursue export reforms
so that we can advance more high-tech collab-
orations with India.

I’m also pleased that we agreed to a number
of important steps to promote clean energy
and to confront climate change. We very much
support India’s ambitious goal for solar energy
and stand ready to speed this expansion with

additional financing. We’re also launching new
joint projects to improve air quality in Indian
cities. The United States will share more data
and develop tools to help India assess and
adapt to the impact of climate change and to
help vulnerable communities become more re-
silient.

And going forward, we’ve agreed to work to-
gether to make concrete progress this year to-
wards phasing out hydrofluorocarbons under
the Montreal Protocol, and the Prime Minister
and I made a personal commitment to work to-
gether to pursue a strong global climate agree-
ment in Paris. As I indicated to him, I think In-
dia’s voice is very important on this issue. Per-
haps no country could potentially be more af-
fected by the impacts of climate change, and
no country is going to be more important in
moving forward a stronger agreement than In-
dia. So we appreciate his leadership.

We agreed to deepen our defense and secu-
rity cooperation. We’ve renewed the frame-
work that guides our defense cooperation for
another 10 years. And in a major step forward
for our relationship, our Defense Technology
and Trade Initiative will allow us to jointly de-
velop and produce new defense technologies.
We’ve also agreed to a new vision for the Asia-
Pacific so that we’re doing more together to
advance our shared security and prosperity in
this critical region.

I thanked the Prime Minister for India’s
strong counterterrorism cooperation and reit-
erated, even as America’s combat mission is
over in Afghanistan, we’re going to continue to
be strong and reliable partners for the Afghan
people, who have benefited from India’s gen-
erous assistance over many years. I thanked
the Prime Minister for his continued support
for ongoing efforts to prevent Iran from ac-
quiring a nuclear weapon and to arrive at a
just, diplomatic solution.

And finally, we discussed what more we can
do as global partners. I reiterated—and reiter-
ate to the Indian people today—that we sup-
port a reformed U.N. Security Council that in-
cludes India as a permanent member. At the
same time, we see India playing a greater role
in ensuring international security and peace
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and meeting shared challenges. As a leading
contributor to U.N. peacekeeping missions for
many years, India can help the world do even
more to protect citizens in conflict zones. We
welcome India’s leadership in combating dis-
eases and promoting global health that advanc-
es the rights and dignity of citizens around the
world.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for wel-
coming me. I very much look forward to to-
morrow’s ceremonies, which I’m told are truly
spectacular. I’m looking forward to a chance to
speak directly to the Indian people on the ra-
dio and in my speech on Tuesday about what I
believe we can achieve together.

This new partnership will not happen over-
night. It’s going to take time to build and some
patience. But it’s clear from this visit that we
have a new and perhaps unprecedented oppor-
tunity, and deepening our ties with India is go-
ing to remain a top foreign policy priority for
my administration.

So let me just say, Chalein saath saath.
Thank you very much.

Moderator. I now call upon Julie Pace of AP
to ask her question.

Ukraine/Russia/Yemen/U.S. Counterterrorism
Strategy

Q. Thank you, Mr. President and Mr. Prime
Minister.

Mr. President, I wanted to ask you about the
situations in both Yemen and in Ukraine. On
Yemen, you’ve held up the U.S. counterterror-
ism campaign there as a model for what you’re
hoping to achieve in your mission against the
Islamic State group. How does the political up-
heaval in Yemen affect U.S. efforts there? And
will it cause you in any way to retool aspects of
your broader counterterrorism strategy?

And on Ukraine, pro-Russian rebels are
again launching new offenses. How at this
point can you justify not taking a different ap-
proach, given that the Minsk agreement has all
but failed, and sanctions may have had an im-
pact on the Russian economy, but they don’t
appear to be changing Russia’s calculus when it
comes to Ukraine?

And, Mr. Prime Minister, I wanted to go
back to climate change. White House officials
have said that the recent U.S.—that they hope
that the recent U.S.-China agreement can spur
countries like India to make similar commit-
ments to cut emissions. I’m wondering if you
feel any pressure to take that kind of action be-
cause of the China agreement. And can a Paris
climate summit produce a substantial result
without that type of commitment from India?

Thank you.
President Obama. Good. Well, first of all,

with respect to Ukraine, what I’ve said consis-
tently is that we have no interest in seeing Rus-
sia weakened or its economy in shambles. We
have a profound interest, as I believe every
country does, in promoting a core principle,
which is, large countries don’t bully smaller
countries. They don’t encroach on their terri-
torial integrity. They don’t encroach on their
sovereignty. And that’s what’s at stake in
Ukraine. And what we have done is to consis-
tently isolate Russia on this issue and to raise
the costs that Russia confronts.

Now, when you say that we should take a
different approach, Julie, I don’t know exactly
what you’re referring to. I’ve been very clear
that it would not be effective for us to engage
in a military conflict with Russia on this issue,
but what we can do is to continue to support
Ukraine’s ability to control its own territory.
And that involves a combination of the eco-
nomic pressure that’s been brought to bear in
sanctions, the diplomatic isolation that has
been brought to bear against Russia, and as im-
portant as anything, making sure that we’re
continuing to provide the support that Ukraine
needs to sustain its economy during this transi-
tion period and to help its military with basic
supplies and equipment, as well as the continu-
ing training and exercises that have been taking
place between NATO and Ukraine for quite
some time.

We are deeply concerned about the latest
break in the cease-fire and the aggression that
these separatists—with Russian backing, Rus-
sian equipment, Russian financing, Russian
training, and Russian troops—are conducting.
And we will continue to take the approach that
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we’ve taken in the past, which is to ratchet up
the pressure on Russia.

And I will look at all additional options that
are available to us short of a military confronta-
tion in trying to address this issue. And we’ll be
in close consultation with our international
partners, and particularly European partners,
to assure that they stay in lockstep with us on
this issue. What we’ve been very successful at
is maintaining unity across the Atlantic on this
issue, and that’s going to be a continuing prior-
ity of mine.

But ultimately, what I’ve said before re-
mains true. If Mr. Putin and if Russia are hell-
bent on engaging in military conflicts, their
military is more powerful than Ukraine’s, and
the question is going to be whether they con-
tinue to pursue a path that not only is bad for
the people of Ukraine, but is bad for the peo-
ple of Russia, and are we able to continue to
raise the costs, even as we’re creating an off
ramp diplomatically, that eventually, the
Kremlin starts pursuing a more sensible policy
and resolving this issue.

With regard to Yemen, my top priority has
and always will be to make sure that our people
on the ground in Yemen are safe. That’s some-
thing that we have been emphasizing for the
last several months and builds on the work that
we’ve done—been doing over the last several
years. It is a dangerous country in a dangerous
part of the world.

A second priority is to maintain our counter-
terrorism pressure on Al Qaida in Yemen, and
we have been doing that. And I saw some news
reports that suggested somehow that that
counterterrorism activity had been suspended.
That is not accurate. We continue to go after
high-value targets inside of Yemen and to con-
tinue—and we will continue to maintain the
pressure that’s required to keep the American
people safe.

We are concerned about what has always
been a fragile central government and the forc-
es inside of Yemen that are constantly threat-
ening to break apart between North-South, be-
tween Houthi and Sunni, inside of Yemen.
And this is one more sequence in what has

been an ongoing turbulent process inside of
Yemen.

And what we are advising not just the vari-
ous factions inside of Yemen, but also working
with our partners like the Gulf countries who
have impact and influence inside of Yemen, is
that at this point, what’s needed is to respect a
constitutional process that can resolve some of
these differences peacefully and assure that all
the groups inside of Yemen are resorting to po-
litical rather than military means to resolve
these differences.

But I guess the point, Julie, is Yemen has
never been a perfect democracy or a island of
stability. What I’ve said is, is that our efforts to
go after terrorist networks inside of Yemen
without a occupying U.S. army, but rather by
partnering and intelligence-sharing with that
local government, is the approach that we’re
going to need to take. And that continues to be
the case. The alternative would be for us to play
Whac-A-Mole every time there is a terrorist ac-
tor inside of any given country, to deploy U.S.
troops. And that’s not a sustainable strategy.

So we’ll continue to try to refine and fine
tune this model, but it is the model that we’re
going to have to work with, because the alter-
native would be massive U.S. deployments in
perpetuity, which would create its own blow-
back and cause probably more problems than
it would potentially solve.

And we’re going to have to recognize that
there are going to be a number of the countries
where terrorists have located that are not
strong countries. That’s the nature of the prob-
lem that we confront. Terrorists typically are
not going to be locating and maintaining bases
and having broad networks inside of countries
that have strong central governments, strong
militaries, and strong law enforcement. By def-
inition, we’re going to be operating in places
where oftentimes there’s a vacuum or capabili-
ties are somewhat low. And we’ve got to just
continually apply patience, training, resources,
and we’re—we then have to help in some cases
broker political agreements as well.

So it is a long, arduous process. It is not
neat, and it is not simple, but it is the best op-
tion that we have. And what we have shown is



Administration of Barack Obama, 2015 / Jan. 25

91

that we can maintain the kind of pressure on
these terrorist networks even in these kinds of
difficult-to-operate environments.

[At this point, Prime Minister Modi spoke in
Hindi, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter as follows.]

Prime Minister Modi. It’s my feeling that the
agreement that has been concluded between
the United States and China does not impose
any pressure on us. India is an independent
country, and there is no pressure on us from
any country or any person.

But there is pressure. When we think about
the future generations and what kind of a
world we are going to give them, then there is
pressure. Climate change itself is a huge pres-
sure. Global warming is a huge pressure. And
all those who think about a better life and a
better world for the future generations, those
who are concerned about this, then it is their
duty and their conscience, they would want to
give a better lifestyle to the future generations,
a good life and a good environment. There is
pressure for all those people. There is pressure
on all countries, on all governments, and on all
peoples. Thank you.

Moderator. Last question. Ashish Singh,
ABP News.

India-U.S. Relations

Q. Thank you. Good evening to both Honor-
able Prime Minister and President Barack
Obama. My question is for Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. But let me first congratulate both
of you for taking the relationship forward,
more specifically on nuclear deal issue.

[The reporter continued in Hindi, and Prime
Minister Modi responded in Hindi. The inter-
preter began to translate Prime Minister Mo-
di’s response as follows.]

Interpreter. Yes, we had talks, and——
Moderator. The question, please. The ques-

tion.
Interpreter. The question, okay.

[The interpreter translated the reporter’s ques-
tion and Prime Minister Modi’s response as fol-
lows.]

Q. Excellencies, both of you had talks, and
my question is to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. You’ve held delegation-level talks, but
we often see, as you did in the U.S., both Your
Excellencies, beyond the delegation-level
talks, go into a huddle and hold talks tete-a-
tete. And what exactly do you talk about? And
what is this friendship? And which are the is-
sues that you discussed, and which are the is-
sues that you can share with us?

Prime Minister Modi. Yes, we held very de-
tailed talks, and some of these—and the results
and the issues that were discussed, let’s keep
them behind curtains.

Why do we keep going into huddle and hold
talks tete-a-tete? Well, I’d just like to say that
I’m fairly new in this area. But with this little
experience that I have gained over this short
period of time, I can say that relations between
countries depends less on full stops and com-
mas and more between the relationship be-
tween leaders, the openness, how much they
know each other, and the chemistry between
them. This is—this matters more and is very
important.

In fact, far from the camera, when we speak,
then we become closer to each other. Barack
and I have forged a friendship. There is open-
ness when we talk, and we even joke and share
a lot together. I think this is the chemistry
which has not only brought Washington and
Delhi, Barack and I closer, but also the two
peoples of the two countries closer. Personal
chemistry between leaders is very important,
and this can only grow. Thank you.

President Obama. I would just add, the
Prime Minister, as I said, caused great excite-
ment in the United States when he visited.
And I do think that in addition to a personal
friendship that we’ve been able to build in a
fairly brief amount of time, we’re also reflect-
ing the warmth and affection between the In-
dian people and the American people.

Part of the reason we’re such natural part-
ners is because we share values: as former
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colonies, as the two largest democracies in the
world, as entrepreneurial nations, as people
who believe in the freedom and dignity and
worth of all individuals. And so it’s not surpris-
ing, then, that we have a friendship, because
hopefully, we’re reflecting the values of our
peoples. And what I’m very excited about is,
given the Prime Minister’s energy and ambi-
tion for his country and lifting people out of
poverty and moving forward on the reform
agenda that he’s put forward, that not—that
that affection can then be translated into very
specific actions. And we’re seeing that reflect-
ed here today.

He’s right, though, we can’t tell you every-
thing that we talked about. Although, I will

share one thing, and that is, we compared how
much sleep each of us is getting. [Laughter]
And it turns out that Modi is getting even less
sleep than me. But of course, that’s because
he’s still new. After you’ve been doing this for
about 6 years, maybe he’ll be able to get an ex-
tra hour.

All right? Thank you very much, everybody.
Prime Minister Modi. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
4:48 p.m. at Hyderabad House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Vladimir Vladimirov-
ich Putin of Russia. Prime Minister Modi re-
ferred to National Security Adviser Ajit Kumar
Doval of India.

Joint Statement—India-United States Delhi Declaration of Friendship
January 25, 2015

“Chalein saath saath; forward together we
go.” Reflecting the close ties between our two
great democracies, India and the United States
agree to elevate our long-standing strategic
partnership, with a Declaration of Friendship
that strengthens and expands the relationship
between our two countries

“Sanjha Prayaas, SabkaVikaas; Shared Ef-
fort, Progress For All.” Each step we take to
strengthen the relationship is a step towards
shaping international security, regional and
global peace, prosperity and stability for years
to come.

Signaling the natural affinity enjoyed by our
two nations, this Declaration proclaims a high-
er level of trust and coordination that will con-
tinue to draw our Governments and people to-
gether across the spectrum of human endeavor
for a better world.

The India-U.S. Vision Statement endorsed
in September 2014 committed our nations to a
long-term partnership for prosperity and
peace, through which our countries work to-
gether to make our citizens and the global
community, safer and more prosperous.

The Declaration makes tangible and endur-
ing the commitment of our two countries to
harness the inherent potential of our two de-
mocracies, and upgrades the unique nature of

our relationship, committing our Governments
to work through areas of difference.

Through this Declaration of Friendship and
in keeping with our national principles and
laws, we respect:

• Equal opportunity for all our people
through democracy, effective gover-
nance, and fundamental freedoms;

• An open, just, sustainable, and inclusive
rule-based global order;

• The importance of strengthened bilateral
defense ties;

• The importance of adapting to and miti-
gating the impact of climate change
through national, bilateral and multilat-
eral efforts;

• The beneficial impact that sustainable,
inclusive development will have on our
two countries and the world;

• The centrality of economic policies that
support the creation of strong and sus-
tainable jobs, inclusive development, and
rising incomes; and

• Transparent and rule-based markets that
seek to drive the trade and investment
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necessary to uplift all members of society
and promote economic development.

As part of this Declaration of Friendship, we
commit to:

• Hold regular Summits with increased pe-
riodicity;

• Elevate the Strategic Dialogue to a Stra-
tegic and Commercial Dialogue, of
which the Strategic elements would con-
tinue to be chaired by the External Af-
fairs Minister of India and the U.S. Sec-
retary of State and the Commercial com-
ponents of the Dialogue would be led by
India’s Minister of Trade and Commerce
and the U.S. Secretary of Commerce.
This reflects the United States’ and In-
dia’s commitment to strengthen com-
mercial and economic ties to advance
mutual prosperity, regional economic
growth and stability;

• Establish secure hotlines between the
Prime Minister of India and the Presi-
dent of the United States of America and
National Security Advisors;

• Cooperate to develop joint ventures on
strategically significant projects;

• Build meaningful security and effective
counterterrorism cooperation;

• Hold regional and multilateral consulta-
tions;

• Consult and hold regular consultations in
multilateral forums; and

• Leverage the talents and strengths of our
people to enhance sustainable, inclusive
development around the globe.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement—United States-India Joint Strategic Vision for the Asia-
Pacific and Indian Ocean Region
January 25, 2015

As the leaders of the world’s two largest de-
mocracies that bridge the Asia-Pacific and In-
dian Ocean region and reflecting our agree-
ment that a closer partnership between the
United States and India is indispensable to
promoting peace, prosperity and stability in
those regions, we have agreed on a Joint Stra-
tegic Vision for the region.

India and the United States are important
drivers of regional and global growth. From
Africa to East Asia, we will build on our part-
nership to support sustainable, inclusive devel-
opment, and increased regional connectivity by
collaborating with other interested partners to
address poverty and support broad-based pros-
perity.

To support regional economic integration,
we will promote accelerated infrastructure
connectivity and economic development in a
manner that links South, Southeast and Cen-
tral Asia, including by enhancing energy trans-

mission and encouraging free trade and greater
people-to-people linkages.

Regional prosperity depends on security.
We affirm the importance of safeguarding
maritime security and ensuring freedom of
navigation and over flight throughout the re-
gion, especially in the South China Sea.

We call on all parties to avoid the threat or
use of force and pursue resolution of territorial
and maritime disputes through all peaceful
means, in accordance with universally recog-
nized principles of international law, including
the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea.

We will oppose terrorism, piracy, and the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
within or from the region.

We will also work together to promote the
shared values that have made our countries
great, recognizing that our interests in peace,
prosperity and stability are well served by our
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common commitment to the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights (UDHR).

We commit to strengthening the East Asia
Summit on its tenth anniversary to promote re-
gional dialogue on key political and security is-
sues, and to work together to strengthen it.

In order to achieve this regional vision, we
will develop a roadmap that leverages our re-
spective efforts to increase ties among Asian
powers, enabling both our nations to better re-
spond to diplomatic, economic and security
challenges in the region.

As part of these efforts, the United States
welcomes India’s interest in joining the Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, as the

Indian economy is a dynamic part of the Asian
economy.

Over the next five years, we will strengthen
our regional dialogues, invest in making trilat-
eral consultations with third countries in the
region more robust, deepen regional integra-
tion, strengthen regional forums, explore addi-
tional multilateral opportunities for engage-
ment, and pursue areas where we can build ca-
pacity in the region that bolster long-term
peace and prosperity for all.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Narendra Modi of
India—Shared Effort, Progress for All
January 25, 2015

1. The President of the United States of
America, Barack Obama, accompanied by
First Lady Michelle Obama, is visiting India
from 25–27 January 2015. The President of In-
dia and the Prime Minister of India welcomed
the U.S. President as the Chief Guest at India’s
66th Republic Day celebrations, the first U.S.
President to grace this historic event.

2. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Presi-
dent Barack Obama assessed the extensive bi-
lateral strategic and global partnership between
their two countries and pledged to continue to
enhance cooperation across the spectrum of
human endeavor to better their citizens’ lives
and that of the global community.

3. Noting that the multifaceted partnership
between the United States and India is rooted
in shared values of democracy and strong eco-
nomic and people-to-people ties, President
Obama and Prime Minister Modi elevated the
bilateral relationship through their endorse-
ment of a new India-U.S. Delhi Declaration of
Friendship, which builds on their 30 Septem-
ber Vision Statement by articulating tangible
principles to guide ongoing efforts to advance
mutual prosperity, a clean and healthy environ-
ment, greater economic cooperation, regional

peace, security and stability for the larger ben-
efit of humankind.

4. Recognizing the important role that both
countries play in promoting peace, prosperity,
stability and security in the Asia-Pacific and In-
dian Ocean Region, and noting that India’s
“Act East Policy” and the United States’ rebal-
ance to Asia provide opportunities for India,
the United States, and other Asia-Pacific coun-
tries to work closely to strengthen regional ties,
the Leaders announced a Joint Strategic Vision
to guide their engagement in the region.

5. The Prime Minister and the President ac-
knowledged and expressed satisfaction at the
qualitative reinvigoration of strategic ties and
the intensity of substantive interactions since
the Prime Minister’s visit to Washington in
September 2014. They appreciated the fo-
cused action and accomplishments by both
sides on the decisions taken during the Summit
in September and in this regard, they wel-
comed:

• The 30 September 2014 signing of an im-
plementing agreement between the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) and Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) to conduct
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the joint NASA–ISRO Synthetic Aper-
ture Radar (NISAR) mission.

• The convening of the Defence Policy
Group and its subgroups on 28–29 Octo-
ber 2014 to pursue stronger and expand-
ed bilateral defence cooperation.

• India’s ongoing facilitation of U.S. De-
partment of Defense humanitarian mis-
sions in India, including a mission in Oc-
tober and November 2014, to recover
the remains of fallen U.S. soldiers who
served in World War II.

• The signing of the India-U.S. Statement
of Guiding Principles on Triangular Co-
operation for Global Development on 3
November 2014, in furtherance of bilat-
eral efforts to advance sustainable devel-
opment in cooperation with partner
countries around the world.

• The breakthrough between India and the
United States on issues relating to the
implementation of the Bali Ministerial
Decisions regarding public stockholding
for food security purposes, the WTO
Trade Facilitation Agreement, and post
Bali work.

• Convening of the U.S.-India Joint Com-
mission Meeting on Science and Tech-
nology Cooperation in New Delhi on 17
November 2014 to review, exchange
views, and advance cooperation in di-
verse areas of science and technology
and foster engagement in techno-entre-
preneurship and innovation partnership
for mutual benefit.

• Convening of the India-U.S. Higher Ed-
ucation Dialogue in New Delhi on 17
November 2014 to further bilateral coop-
eration in this field, strengthen partner-
ships between Indian and U.S. universi-
ties and community colleges, improve
student and scholar mobility, and pro-
mote faculty collaboration.

• The signing of the MoU on 18 November
2014 between Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency Ltd. and the Ex-

port-Import Bank of the United States,
which would make available up to $1 bil-
lion in financing to facilitate expanded
cooperation and enhance U.S. private
sector investment in Indian clean energy
projects.

• Successful hosting of the bilateral India-
U.S. Technology Summit on 18–19 No-
vember 2014 with the U.S. as a partner
country for the first time.

• Convening of the High Technology Co-
operation Group on 20–21 November
2014 to shape a cooperative agenda on
high technology goods, including export
control-related trade in homeland securi-
ty technologies, high technology manu-
facturing equipment including machine
tools, defence trade, and fostering collab-
oration in biotechnology, pharmaceuti-
cals, medical devices, and health-related
information technology.

• Convening of the Smart Cities Conclave
on 22 November 2014 organised by the
U.S.-India Business Council in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Urban Develop-
ment and the Mayors and Commission-
ers of Ajmer (Rajasthan), Allahabad (Ut-
tar Pradesh) and Vishakhapatnam (And-
hra Pradesh) and the decision by the
Government of India to constitute a
high-level committee for each of the
three Smart Cities comprising different
departments of the Central Government,
the state governments, local govern-
ments, and representatives of the U.S.
industry.

• Signing of three MoUs between the State
Governments of Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Rajasthan and the U.S.
Trade and Development Agency on 25
January 2015 to develop Vishakhapat-
nam, Allahabad, and Ajmer as Smart Cit-
ies with the participation of U.S. indus-
try, in furtherance of the commitment
made by the Leaders in September 2014.

• The convening of the Trade Policy Fo-
rum at the Ministerial level on 24–25
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November 2014, in which India and the
United States agreed to work towards re-
solving commercial impediments in both
markets, to help realize the potential of
bilateral trade in goods and services, and
to promote investment and manufactur-
ing.

• Convening of the India-U.S. Political
Military Dialogue on 4 December 2014
to exchange perspectives on bilateral
strategic and regional issues.

• Convening the sixth round of the India-
U.S.-Japan trilateral discussions on 20
December 2014 to deepen regional en-
gagement and to discuss ways to imple-
ment projects on the ground.

• The launch of the Infrastructure Collabo-
ration Platform in New Delhi on 13 Janu-
ary 2015 to promote enhanced market
access and financing to increase U.S. in-
dustry participation in the growth and
development of sectors that support
Indian infrastructure.

• The 12–15 January 2015 expert exchange
on Counter-Improvised Explosive De-
vice (C–IED) strategies and technologies
and completion of a Joint Statement of
Intent and a work plan for a programme
of bilateral C–IED cooperation.

• The signing of a framework on and inau-
guration of the India-U.S. Investment
Initiative in Washington on 12–15 Janu-
ary 2015 to jointly cooperate on facilitat-
ing capital market development condu-
cive to financing investment; creating an
environment that encourages invest-
ment in various sectors in India; and
working to overcome any obstacles to
such investment.

• The convening of the Information and
Communications Technology (ICT)
Working Group in Washington on 14–15
January 2015 and the 23 January signing
of the Joint Declaration of Intent to ad-
vance implementation of the Digital In-
dia programme and further bilateral
commercial ICT cooperation.

• Launching of a Knowledge Partnership
in defence studies expressing a shared
desire to pursue collaborative activities
between the United States and Indian
National Defence Universities.

• Signing of the Statement of Cooperation
for Supervisory Cooperation and Ex-
change of Supervisory Information be-
tween the Reserve Bank of India and
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC), Federal Reserve System, and
Office of the Comptroller of Currency
(OCC).

• Convening of Indian and U.S. CEOs who
are committed to deepening bilateral
economic ties by identifying current im-
pediments to trade and investment and
working with the two government to find
solutions; and identifying emerging sec-
tors where public-private partnership can
unlock new collaborations between our
two peoples.

• The 13 January 2015 signing of the MoU
between the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)
and the Ministry of Urban Development
to enable USAID to share expertise, best
practices, innovation and technologies in
support of India’s efforts to strengthen
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in
urban areas.

• India’s recent introduction of visa-on-ar-
rival for U.S. citizens and the convening
of the first technical discussions to ad-
vance India’s membership in the United
States’ Global Entry Program, initiatives
aimed at easing travel between India and
the United States to further strengthen
people-to-people ties.

• Cooperation on scientific research col-
laboration on the Indian Monsoon Rain-
fall currently underway aboard the U.S.
research vessel JOIDES Resolution in
the Bay of Bengal.

• The conclusion of the first of two project
annexes between the Indian Department
of Atomic Energy–Department of Sci-
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ence and Technology and the U.S. De-
partment of Energy, which will enable
discovery science cooperation in particle
accelerator and high energy physics.

• The 22 January signing of the MoU be-
tween the U.S. Department of Treasury
and India’s Ministry of Finance to en-
hance cooperation to combat money
laundering and the financing of terror-
ism.

• The Completion of an MoU between the
Indian Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Department of Biotechnology,
Indian Council of Medical Research, All
Indian Institute of Medical Sciences, and
the U.S National Institute of Health and
National Cancer Institute.

• The 23 January signing of the Joint Dec-
laration of Intent between USAID and
the Ministry of Human Resource Devel-
opment for technical support to the Indi-
an Institutes of Technology (IITs), start-
ing with IIT Gandhinagar, to strengthen
research and entrepreneurship capabili-
ties.

• The recent finalization of the 2015
Framework for the U.S.-India Defense
Relationship, which will guide and ex-
pand the bilateral defence and strategic
partnership over the next ten years.

• The 22 January signing of the India-U.S.
Research, Development, Testing and
Evaluation (RDT&E) Agreement to fa-
cilitate cooperation in defence research
and development.

• Continuing bilateral engagement on the
Defence Technology and Trade Initiative
(DTTI), including the 22 January 2015
agreement in principle to pursue co-pro-
duction and co-development of four
pathfinder projects, form a working
group to explore aircraft carrier technol-
ogy sharing and design, and explore pos-
sible cooperation on development of jet
engine technology.

6. Prime Minister Modi and President
Obama jointly appreciated the significant ef-
forts undertaken by both sides in recent
months to re-energize the strategic partner-
ship, and affirmed expanding the substantive
underpinnings of our diversified bilateral stra-
tegic partnership including through expanded
strategic consultations, stronger defence, secu-
rity, and economic cooperation.

7. President Obama also reiterated his sup-
port for Prime Minister Modi’s vision to trans-
form India, and recognized that India’s focus
on its development priorities presented sub-
stantial opportunities for forging stronger In-
dia-U.S. economic ties and greater people-to-
people contacts. Reaffirming that India’s rise is
also in the interest of the United States, re-
gional and global stability, and global economic
growth, President Obama reiterated the Unit-
ed States’ readiness to partner with India in
this transformation. The two leaders pledged
to translate their commitment of “Chalein
Saath Saath”: “Forward Together We Go” of
September into action through “Sanjha
Prayaas; Sab Ka Vikaas”: “Shared Effort;
Progress For All”.

Economic Growth

8. Prime Minister Modi and President
Obama expressed confidence that continued
bilateral collaboration will increase opportuni-
ties for investment, improve bilateral trade and
investment ties and lead to the creation of jobs
and prosperity in both economies. In this re-
gard, the Leaders agreed to continue to
strengthen their broad-based partnership for
development through stronger trade, technolo-
gy, manufacturing, and investment linkages
between the two countries and triangular co-
operation with partner countries, and that con-
tinued efforts to maintain labor standards as
per domestic law and agreed international
norms will make these linkages more durable.
The two sides also committed to continuing to
cooperate on the finalization of the Post-Bali
Work Programme in the spirit of the Doha
mandate.

9. The President and the Prime Minister af-
firmed their shared commitment to facilitating
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increased bilateral investment flows and foster-
ing an open and predictable climate for invest-
ment. To this end, the Leaders instructed their
officials to assess the prospects for moving for-
ward with high-standard bilateral investment
treaty discussions given their respective ap-
proaches.

10. The President and the Prime Minister
also welcomed the fifth annual U.S.-India Eco-
nomic and Financial Partnership Dialogue in
February, in which the countries will deepen
their dialogue on macroeconomic policy, finan-
cial sector regulation and development, infra-
structure investment, tax policy, and efforts to
combat money laundering and terrorist financ-
ing.

11. The two sides agreed to hold a discus-
sion on the elements required in both coun-
tries to pursue an India-U.S. Totalisation
Agreement.

12. President Obama commended Prime
Minister Modi’s “Jan Dhan” scheme to priori-
tize financial inclusion for India’s poor. The
Leaders noted India’s intent to join the Better
Than Cash Alliance.

13. The Leaders committed to explore areas
of collaboration in skill development ranging
from establishing quality assurance systems for
skilling certification standards, setting up of
skill development centres, nurturing and pro-
moting social entrepreneurship and strength-
ening the innovation and entrepreneurship ec-
osystem.

14. President Obama and Prime Minister
Modi agreed to collaborate in the implementa-
tion of India’s ambitious Digital India pro-
gramme and expand commercial cooperation,
including by encouraging investment engage-
ment in the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) sector.

15. In recognition of the importance of their
ongoing commercial discussions, the two sides
agreed to hold public-private discussions in
early 2015 under the aegis of the India-U.S.
Commercial Dialogue for a period of two
years, until March 2016, on mutually agreed
areas of cooperation.

16. Recognizing the progress made in con-
structive engagement on Intellectual Property

under the last round of the India-U.S. Trade
Policy Forum held in November, 2014, the
Leaders also looked forward to enhancing en-
gagement on Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) in 2015 under the High Level Working
Group on Intellectual Property, to the mutual
benefit of both the countries.

17. Acknowledging the potential for techno-
logical cooperation in the rail sector in aug-
menting and optimizing India’s rail infrastruc-
ture, the Leaders agreed to facilitate U.S.
Trade and Development Agency and Indian
Railways technical cooperation that will assist
Indian Railways’ efforts to modify its leasing
and public-private partnership frameworks to
attract private sector funding.

18. The Leaders recognized the robust pub-
lic-private U.S.-India civil aviation partnership
and agreed to continue working together to
identify emerging technologies and build a
larger commercial engagement agenda
through key events such as the 2015 U.S.-India
Aviation Summit and demonstration of ad-
vanced U.S. technologies.

19. Reaffirming their commitment to safety
and security of civil aviation, the United States
and India will continue consultations between
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
and the India Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) to ensure international safety
standards set by the International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation (ICAO), with the aim of re-
storing Category I status at the earliest possible
time. 

20. Noting the importance of ongoing coop-
eration in higher education, the President and
Prime Minister welcomed ongoing efforts to
extend a knowledge partnership for supporting
the Indian Institute of Technology at Gandhi-
nagar through USAID. President Obama and
Prime Minister Modi also pledged to collabo-
rate through India’s Global Initiative of Aca-
demic Networks (GIAN), to facilitate short-
term teaching and research programs by up to
1000 visiting U.S. academics in Indian univer-
sities.

21. The Leaders emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening international financial
institutions, including the International Mone-
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tary Fund. The President also affirmed his
commitment to enhancing India’s voice and
vote in international Financial Institutions and
ensuring that resources are made available and
used creatively through multilateral develop-
ment banks for infrastructure financing. Prime
Minister Modi appreciated the efforts of the
U.S. Treasury for cooperating with the Minis-
try of Finance on the Task Force on Resolution
Corporation set up in pursuance of the recom-
mendations of the Financial Sector Legislative
Reforms Commission.

High Technology, Space and Health Coopera-
tion

22. Prime Minister Modi and President
Obama reaffirmed their commitment to en-
sure that partnerships in science, technology
and innovation are a crucial component of the
overall bilateral engagement in the 21st centu-
ry. They also reaffirmed their support for the
role that science, technology and innovation
partnerships can play in addressing pressing
challenges in areas such as food, water, energy,
climate, and health and developing innovative
solutions that are affordable, accessible and
adaptable, meet the needs of the people of the
two countries and benefit the global communi-
ty. To this end, the Leaders agreed to continue
to develop cooperative efforts in many areas of
science, technology, and innovation, including
studying the impacts of water, air pollution,
sanitation and hygiene on human health and
well-being.

23. The Leaders also agreed to continue
U.S.-India collaboration in hydrology and wa-
ter studies and monsoon modelling and noted
the need to expeditiously work towards launch-
ing an Indo-U.S. Climate Fellowship to facili-
tate human capacity building. The Prime Min-
ister and the President also reaffirmed the im-
portance of ongoing efforts to strengthen
women’s participation in science, technology,
engineering, and math through networking
and mentoring programs.

24. The President and the Prime Minister
welcome efforts, under the bilateral High
Technology Cooperation Group, to seek timely
resolution of the challenges to trade in High

Technology goods, including the U.S. licensing
requirements for trade in certain dual use
items.

25. The Leaders reaffirmed the importance
of providing transparent and predictable policy
environments for fostering innovation. Both
countries reiterated their interest in sharing in-
formation and best practices on IPR issues,
and reaffirmed their commitment to stake-
holders’ consultations on policy matters con-
cerning intellectual property protection.

26. President Obama and Prime Minister
Modi agreed to further promote cooperative
and commercial relations between India and
the United States in the field of space. The
leaders noted the on-going interactions be-
tween their space agencies, including towards
realizing a dual frequency radar imaging satel-
lite for Earth Sciences, and exploring possibili-
ties for cooperation in studying Mars.

27. The Leaders took note of ongoing U.S.-
India space cooperation, including the first
face-to-face meeting of the ISRO–NASA Mars
Working Group from 29–31 January 2015 in
Bangalore, in which the two sides will consider
opportunities for enhanced cooperation in
Mars exploration, including potential coordi-
nated observations and analysis between IS-
RO’s Mars Orbiter Mission and NASA’s Mars
Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN mission
(MAVEN). The Prime Minister and the Presi-
dent also welcomed continued progress toward
enhanced space cooperation via the U.S.-India
Civil Space Joint Working Group, which will
meet later this year in India.

28. Under the umbrella of an implementing
agreement between the U.S. Department of
Energy and the Department of Atomic Energy
of India, the Leaders welcomed expanded col-
laboration in basic physics research, and accel-
erator research and development.

29. The Leaders reaffirmed their commit-
ment to the Global Health Security Agenda
(GHSA) and announced specific actions at
home and abroad to prevent the spread of in-
fectious diseases, including a CDC-Ministry of
Health Ebola and GHSA preparedness train-
ing, expansion of the India Epidemic Intelli-
gence Service, and development of a roadmap
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to achieve the objectives of the GHSA within
three years.

30. The Leaders also committed to multi-
sectoral actions countering the emergence and
spread of antimicrobial resistance (AMR), and
cooperation in training of health workers in
preparedness for infectious disease threats.
The Leaders agreed to focus science and tech-
nology partnerships on countering antibiotic
resistant bacteria and promoting the availabili-
ty, efficacy and quality of therapeutics.

31. The Leaders welcomed further progress
in promoting bilateral cooperation on cancer
research, prevention, control, and manage-
ment and agreed to continue to strengthen the
engagement between the CDC and India’s Na-
tional Centre for Disease Control.

32. The President and Prime Minister also
welcomed the upcoming completion of an En-
vironmental Health, Occupational Health and
Injury Prevention and Control MoU between
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the Indian Council for Medical
Research to further collaborative efforts to im-
prove the health and welfare of both countries’
citizens.

33. The Prime Minister and the President
also agreed to expand the India-U.S. Health
Initiative into a Healthcare Dialogue with rele-
vant stakeholders to further strengthen bilater-
al collaboration in health sectors including
through capacity building initiatives and by ex-
ploring new areas, including affordable health-
care, cost saving mechanisms, distribution bar-
riers, patent quality, health services informa-
tion technology, and complementary and tradi-
tional medicine. The President and the Prime
Minister pledged to encourage dialogue be-
tween the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services and its Indian counterparts on
traditional medicine. The Leaders also pledged
to strengthen collaboration, dialogue, and co-
operation between the regulatory authorities
of the two countries to ensure safety, efficacy,
and quality of pharmaceuticals, including ge-
neric medicines.

34. The Leaders also agreed to accelerate
joint leadership of the global Call to Action to
end preventable deaths among mothers and

children through a third meeting of the 24 par-
ticipating countries in India in June 2015. As
host, India will showcase the power of new
partnerships, innovations and systems to more
effectively deliver life-saving interventions.
They also lauded the highly successful collabo-
ration on a locally produced vaccine against ro-
tavirus which will save the lives of an estimated
80,000 children each year in India alone, and
pledged to strengthen the cooperation in
health research and capacity building through
a new phase of the India-U.S. Vaccine Action
Programme.

Defence and Homeland Security Cooperation

35. Prime Minister Modi and President
Obama welcomed the efforts made by both
sides to expand bilateral defence cooperation
in areas of mutual interest and reaffirmed their
commitment to continue to work towards
deepening the bilateral defence relationship.
The Leaders acknowledged bilateral military
ties as the foundation of the defense relation-
ship and encouraged their respective militaries
to pursue additional opportunities for engage-
ment through exercises, military personnel ex-
changes, and defense dialogues.

36. The Leaders also acknowledged the
need for the two-way defence engagement to
include technology cooperation and collabora-
tion, co-production and co-development. To
this end, the President and the Prime Minister
emphasized the ongoing importance of the
Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DT-
TI) in developing new areas of technology co-
operation in the defence sector including
through co-development and co-production
and the Prime Minister welcomed the U.S.
Defense Department’s establishment of a ded-
icated rapid reaction team focused exclusively
on advancing DTTI. The Leaders expressed
confidence that continued DTTI collaboration
will yield additional joint projects in the near
future.

37. The President also welcomed the Prime
Minister’s initiatives to liberalize the Foreign
Direct Investment Policy regime in the de-
fence sector and the Leaders agreed to cooper-
ate on India’s efforts to establish a defence in-
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dustrial base in India, including through initia-
tives like “Make in India.”

38. Prime Minister Modi and President
Obama expressed satisfaction over the efforts
made by both countries to deepen cooperation
in the field of maritime security, as reflected in
the 2015 Framework for the U.S.-India De-
fense Relationship. To this end, they agreed
that the navies of both sides would continue
discussions to identify specific areas for ex-
panding maritime cooperation. They also reit-
erated their commitment to upgrading their
bilateral naval exercise MALABAR.

39. The two sides also noted the growing co-
operation between their law enforcement
agencies, particularly in the areas of extradition
and mutual legal assistance, to counter tran-
snational criminal threats such as terrorism,
narcotics, trafficking, financial and economic
fraud, cybercrime, and transnational organized
crime and pledged to enhance such coopera-
tion further. The President and the Prime
Minister also noted the serious risks to national
and economic security from malicious cyber
activity and agreed to cooperate on enhancing
operational sharing of cyber threat informa-
tion, examining how international law applies
in cyberspace, and working together to build
agreement on norms of responsible state be-
havior.

40. The Leaders committed to undertake ef-
forts to make the U.S.-India partnership a de-
fining counterterrorism relationship for the
21st Century by deepening collaboration to
combat the full spectrum of terrorist threats
and keep their respective homelands and citi-
zens safe from attacks. The Leaders reiterated
their strong condemnation of terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations with “zero toler-
ance” and reaffirmed their deep concern over
the continued threat posed by transnational
terrorism including by groups like Al Qaida
and the ISIL, and called for eliminating terror-
ist safe havens and infrastructure, disrupting
terrorist networks and their financing, and
stopping cross-border movement of terrorists.

41. The Leaders reaffirmed the need for
joint and concerted efforts to disrupt entities
such as Lashkar-e-Tayyiba, Jaish-e-Moham-

mad, D Company and the Haqqani Network,
and agreed to continue ongoing efforts
through the Homeland Security Dialogue as
well as the next round of the U.S.-India Joint
Working Group on Counter Terrorism in late
2015 to develop actionable elements of bilater-
al engagement. The two sides noted the recent
U.S. sanctions against three D Company affili-
ates. The President and the Prime Minister
further agreed to continue to work toward an
agreement to share information on known and
suspected terrorists. They also agreed to enter
discussions to deepen collaboration on UN ter-
rorist designations, and reiterated their call for
Pakistan to bring the perpetrators of the No-
vember 2008 terrorist attack in Mumbai to jus-
tice.

42. The President and the Prime Minister
also noted the positive cooperative engage-
ment between the Indian and the U.S. authori-
ties with a view to working together to counter
the threat of IEDs and to develop counterter-
rorism best practices.

Energy and Climate Change

43. Noting that the Contact Group set up in
September 2014 to advance implementation of
bilateral civil nuclear cooperation has met
three times in December and January, the
Leaders welcomed the understandings
reached on the issues of civil nuclear liability
and administrative arrangements for civil nu-
clear cooperation, and looked forward to U.S.-
built nuclear reactors contributing to India’s
energy security at the earliest.

Clean Energy Goal and Cooperation

44. President Obama and Prime Minister
Modi emphasized the critical importance of
expanding clean energy research, develop-
ment, manufacturing and deployment, which
increases energy access and reduces green-
house gas emissions. The leaders announced
actions to advance India’s transition to low car-
bon economy. India intends to increase the
share of use of renewable in electricity genera-
tion consistent with its intended goal to in-
crease India’s solar target to 100 gigawatts by
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2022. The United States intends to support In-
dia’s goal by enhancing cooperation on clean
energy and climate change, to include:

i. Expanding Partnership to Advance Clean
Energy Research (PACE–R): A renewed
commitment to PACE–R, including ex-
tending funding for three existing re-
search tracks of solar energy, building
energy efficiency, and biofuels for an ad-
ditional five years and launching a new
track on smart grid and grid storage.

ii. Expanding Partnership to Advance Clean
Energy Deployment (PACE–D): Both
the countries intended to expand our
current Partnership to Advance Clean
Energy Deployment (PACE–D) through
increased bilateral engagements and fur-
ther joint initiatives to expand coopera-
tion in support of India’s ambitious tar-
gets in renewable energy.

iii. Accelerating Clean Energy Finance:
Prime Minister Modi emphasized India’s
ongoing efforts to create a market envi-
ronment that will promote trade and in-
vestment in this sector. President Obama
welcomed India’s ambitious solar energy
goals and encouraged India to continue
its efforts to increase trade and private
investment in this sector. President
Obama conveyed the potential availabili-
ty of U.S. Government official financing
in this area, consistent with its policies, to
support private sector involvement for
those entities in contributing to India’s
clean energy requirements.

iv. Launching Air Quality Cooperation: Im-
plementing EPA’s AIR Now-Internation-
al Program and megacities partnerships,
focused on disseminating information to
help the urban dwellers to reduce their
exposure to harmful levels of air pollu-
tion, and enable urban policy planners to
implement corrective strategies for im-
proving Ambient Air Quality in the cities
keeping in view health and climate
change co-benefits of these strategies.

v. Initiating Climate Resilience Tool Devel-
opment: Jointly undertaking a partner-
ship on climate resilience that will work
to downscale international climate mod-
els for the Indian sub-continent to much
higher resolution than currently availa-
ble, assess climate risks at the sub-nation-
al level, work with local technical insti-
tutes on capacity building, and engage lo-
cal decision-makers in the process of ad-
dressing climate information needs and
informing planning and climate resilient
sustainable development, including for
India’s State Action Plans.

vi. Demonstrating Clean Energy and Cli-
mate Initiatives on the Ground: Addi-
tional pilot programs and other collabo-
rative projects in the areas of space cool-
ing, super-efficient appliances, renewa-
ble energy storage, and smart grids.

vii.Concluding MOU on Energy Security,
Clean Energy and Climate Change: Both
countries concluded negotiations on a
five year MOU to carry this work for-
ward, to be signed as early as possible at a
mutually agreed upon date.

Climate Change

45. The United States of America and the
Republic of India recognize that global climate
change is a profound threat to humanity and to
the imperatives of sustainable development,
growth and the eradication of poverty. Presi-
dent Obama and Prime Minister Modi share a
deep concern regarding the climate challenge
and understand that meeting it will require
concerted action by their countries and the in-
ternational community. They stressed the im-
portance of enhancing their bilateral coopera-
tion on adaptation measures, as well as joint re-
search and development and technology inno-
vation, adoption and diffusion for clean energy
and efficiency solutions that will help achieve
the goals of transitioning to a climate resilient
and low carbon economy. They also stressed
the importance of working together and with
other countries to conclude an ambitious cli-
mate agreement in Paris in 2015. To this end,
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they plan to cooperate closely over the next
year to achieve a successful agreement in Paris.
The President and Prime Minister reaffirmed
their prior understanding from September
2014 concerning the phase down of HFCs and
agreed to cooperate on making concrete
progress in the Montreal Protocol this year.

Global Issues and Regional Consultations

46. The Leaders agreed to expand their ef-
forts to assist other developing countries and
address global development challenges for the
benefit of the wider region and the world and
they lauded ongoing triangular assistance,
which may involve U.S.-India collaboration to
address development challenges in third coun-
tries in areas including health, energy, food se-
curity, disaster management, and women’s em-
powerment. The two sides noted that this col-
laboration, which is active with Afghanistan,
East and West Africa, may be expanded to ad-
ditional third countries.

47. Further underscoring the importance of
implementing infrastructure projects to en-
hance connectivity and enable freer flow of
commerce and energy in the region, the Lead-
ers agreed to develop additional areas in which
both sides could work together, including on
India’s initiatives to enhance its connectivity
with the South and South East Asian region.
The President and the Prime Minister also
stressed the importance of the economic and
transport connectivity between Central and
South Asia and the need to promote a secure,
stable, and prosperous Afghanistan as part of a
secure, stable, and prosperous region. Reaf-
firming the importance of their strategic part-
nerships with Afghanistan, the Leaders assert-
ed the importance of a sustainable, inclusive,
sovereign, and democratic political order in Af-
ghanistan and they agreed to convene further
high-level consultations on Afghanistan in the
near future.

48. The President and the Prime Minister
also welcomed the role of the leaders-led East
Asia Summit (EAS) process in promoting
open, balanced and inclusive security architec-
ture in the region. Noting the discussions in
the sixth round of the India-US-Japan

Trilateral Dialogue, the President and the
Prime Minister underlined the importance of
the cooperation between the three countries
through identification of projects of common
interest and their early implementation, and
they decided to explore holding the dialogue
among their Foreign Ministers.

49. The President and Prime Minister
pledged to strengthen their efforts to forge a
partnership to lead global efforts for non-pro-
liferation of WMDs, to reduce the salience of
nuclear weapons in international affairs, and to
promote universal, verifiable and non-discrimi-
natory global nuclear disarmament. They sup-
ported negotiations on a fissile material cut-off
Treaty on the basis of the Shannon Mandate in
the Conference on Disarmament.

50. As active participants in the Nuclear Se-
curity Summit process, the United States and
India welcomed progress towards reducing the
risk of terrorists acquiring nuclear weapons or
related materials, and noted their shared com-
mitment to improving nuclear security nation-
ally and globally. The Prime Minister wel-
comed the hosting of the 2016 Nuclear Securi-
ty Summit by the United States. President
Obama and Prime Minister Modi also wel-
comed the recent convening of the first bilater-
al nuclear security best practices exchange, un-
der the auspices of the Global Center for Nu-
clear Energy Partnership, as an example of
their cooperation on nuclear security.

51. In a further effort to strengthen global
nonproliferation and export control regimes,
the President and the Prime Minister commit-
ted to continue to work towards India’s phased
entry into the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG), the Missile Technology Control Re-
gime (MTCR), the Wassenaar Arrangement,
and the Australia Group. The President reaf-
firmed the United States’ position that India
meets MTCR requirements and is ready for
NSG membership and that it supports India’s
early application and eventual membership in
all four regimes.

52. The Leaders expressed concern over the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s
(DPRK) nuclear and ballistic missile pro-
grammes, including its uranium enrichment
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activity. They urged the DPRK to take con-
crete steps toward denuclearization, as well as
to comply fully with its international obliga-
tions, including relevant UN Security Council
Resolutions, and to fulfill its commitments un-
der the 2005 Joint Statement of the Six-Party
talks.

53. The Leaders welcomed recent progress
and noted the criticality of Iran taking steps to
verifiably assure the international community
of the exclusively peaceful nature of its nuclear
programme, and agreed that this is an historic
opportunity for Iran to resolve outstanding
concerns related to its nuclear programme.

54. Highlighting the United States’ and In-
dia’s shared democratic values and recognizing
the important role of women in their societies,
the Leaders looked forward to reconvening the
Women Empowerment Dialogue as early as
possible and reasserted their zero tolerance for
violence against women. The Leaders also
looked forward to the reconvening of the Glo-
bal Issues Forum.

55. The President and the Prime Minister
also reaffirmed their commitment to consult
closely on global crises, including in Iraq and
Syria. The Leaders agreed to exchange infor-
mation on individuals returning from these
conflict zones and to continue to cooperate in
protecting and responding to the needs of civil-
ians caught up in these conflicts.

56. President Obama reaffirmed his support
for a reformed UN Security Council with India
as a permanent member, and both leaders
committed to ensuring that the Security Coun-
cil continues to play an effective role in main-
taining international peace and security as en-
visioned in the United Nations Charter. They

also committed to accelerate their peacekeep-
ing capacity-building efforts in third countries.

57. Both sides also acknowledged that the
Internet was a central element of the informa-
tion society and a powerful enabler of global
economic and social progress. Both sides also
noted that the growth of the Internet in the
coming decade would be from developing
countries, of which India would be a significant
contributor, especially in the context of its
“Digital India” programme.

58. The Leaders recognized that a digital di-
vide persists between and within countries in
terms of the availability, affordability and use
of information and communications technolo-
gies, and they stressed the need to continue to
bridge that divide, to ensure that the benefits
of new technologies, especially information
and communications technologies for develop-
ment, are available to all people, including the
poorest of the poor.

59. President Obama thanked Prime Minis-
ter Modi and the people of India for the ex-
traordinary hospitality extended to him on his
second presidential visit to India, and he con-
gratulated the nation on the celebration of its
66th Republic Day. The Leaders reflected
proudly on recent achievements and looked
forward to continuing to work together to build
a U.S.-India partnership that is transformative
for their two peoples and for the world.

NOTE: This joint statement referred to the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ter-
rorist organization. An original was not availa-
ble for verification of the content of this joint
statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Pranab Mukherjee of India
in New Delhi, India
January 25, 2015

Good evening. President Mukherjee, Prime
Minister Modi, distinguished guests: On behalf
of Michelle and myself, I want to extend our
deepest thanks for the extraordinary hospitality
that you’ve shown us here today. We feel your

friendship, your dosti. And I am deeply hon-
ored to be the first American President to join
you in celebrating India’s Republic Day.

I also want to thank you for not making me
dance again. [Laughter] The last time we were
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