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agreement that results in an independent, con-
tiguous Palestinian state coexisting in peace
and security alongside Israel. They reaffirmed
the urgent need for the parties to demon-
strate—through actions and policies—genuine
advancement of a two-state solution.

The Presidents condemned terrorism in the
strongest terms, while sharing the view that
countering violent extremism that fuels this
scourge requires a comprehensive approach to
address communities that may be at risk of rad-
icalization and recruitment by terrorist groups.
Noting the ongoing violence in Iraq and Syria
as well as recent attacks by terrorists in Tuni-
sia, France, Kuwait, and yesterday in Egypt,
the Presidents agreed that violent extremism
can take many forms and often targets some of
the world’s most vulnerable populations. Lead-
ers in every nation must work together to im-
plement comprehensive approaches and to
prevent violent extremist ideologies from tak-
ing hold.

Strengthening Defense and Security Cooperation

The Presidents welcomed the entry into
force of the Defense Cooperation Agreement,
which provides an institutional framework for
defense cooperation, as well as that of the
General Security of Military Information
Agreement (GSOMIA), which will allow for a
greater flow of information, goods, services,

and technologies to advance the security of
both countries. Collectively, these two agree-
ments will deepen our defense relationship.

The Presidents also welcomed the results
achieved on the occasion of the first meeting of
the Defense Cooperation Dialogue (DCD) in
2012, when new opportunities for bilateral and
global defense cooperation were identified,
and decided the DCD and Political-Military
Talks should be re-established.

The Presidents underscored the importance
of the growing engagement between the pri-
vate sectors of their countries in joint projects
in the defense sector, an extension of the coun-
tries’ long-term interest in strengthening rela-
tions in strategic sectors.

Expressing their great concern with the
global drug problem, the Presidents stressed
the priority given to the effort in fighting this
scourge with an emphasis on public health and
respect for human rights. As such, they decid-
ed to expand the exchange of national experi-
ences, particularly those aimed at reducing
drug use and providing treatment and social
rehabilitation for addicts.

The Leaders decided to explore bilateral or
trilateral initiatives to combat transnational
crimes, including through the Working Group
on Security and Transnational Crimes.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint communique.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Dilma Rousseff of Brazil
on Climate Change
June 30, 2015

Presidents Barack Obama and Dilma Rous-
seff commit to intensify collaboration between
the United States and Brazil, both bilaterally
and under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
as our countries work to address the challeng-
es posed by climate change. The global scien-
tific community has made clear that human
activity is already changing the world’s climate
system, causing serious impacts, putting ever
larger numbers of people at risk, posing chal-
lenges to sustainable development, affecting

particularly the poor and most vulnerable, and
harming economies and societies around the
world, including in the United States and Bra-
zil.

Leading Together Towards Paris

The two Presidents reiterated their call for a
successful outcome later this year at the Paris
Climate Change Conference. The Paris out-
come should send a strong signal to the interna-
tional community that governments, businesses
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and civil society are decisively taking on the cli-
mate challenge.

The Presidents expressed their commitment
to work with each other and with other part-
ners to resolve potential obstacles towards an
ambitious and balanced Paris Agreement.
Mindful of the long-term goal of limiting glob-
al temperature increase to a maximum of 2°C
above preindustrial levels, they agreed that
there should be strong nationally determined
contributions, regular updating by Parties in
order to promote greater ambition over time,
and encouragement of longer-term strategies
for transitioning to low-carbon economies.
There should also be strong and credible trans-
parency, including reporting and review, as
well as periodic stocktaking of its overall effec-
tiveness. The Presidents are committed to
reaching an ambitious agreement that reflects
the principle of common but differentiated re-
sponsibilities and respective capabilities, in
light of different national circumstances.

The Presidents recognize the social and eco-
nomic value of mitigation actions and their co-
benefits to adaptation, health and sustainable
development. The Presidents pledged to work
together toward mobilizing public funding and
developing financial instruments to catalyze
large-scale private investments to support low
carbon development projects and countries’
transitions to low-carbon economies. Further,
the Presidents affirmed the need for contin-
ued, robust financial support to help realize
developing countries’ mitigation potential and
to enhance their adaptation actions.

Taking Ambitious Climate Action

The Presidents underscored the benefits of
early mitigation actions for limiting global tem-
perature increase. They noted that both coun-
tries have been actively and productively en-
gaged in recent years in a range of activities
that have reduced greenhouse gas emissions.
President Rousseff welcomed the ambitious
national mitigation policies and measures of
the United States and its constructive engage-
ment in multilateral climate change negotia-
tions. President Obama commended Brazil for
its very strong mitigation results, principally

through a significant curbing of deforestation
in the Amazon region.

The Presidents highlighted the fact that,
since 2005, Brazil and the United States have
reduced greenhouse gas emissions in absolute
terms more than any other countries in the
world. Brazil has reduced its emissions by
around 41% as compared to 2005, while the
United States has reduced its emissions by
around 10% and is on track to meet its 2020
target. In the run-up to the UN Climate Con-
ference in Paris, both countries are respective-
ly putting forward strong post-2020 contribu-
tions consistent with their determination to
show global leadership.

Per its submission to the UNFCCC, the
United States intends to achieve an economy-
wide target of reducing its emissions by
26%–28% below 2005 levels in 2025 and to
make best efforts to reduce its emissions by
28%. Brazil will present a fair and ambitious
intended nationally determined contribution
that represents its highest possible effort be-
yond its current actions. It will be based on the
implementation of broad policies, including
those in the forestry, land-use, industrial, and
energy sectors. Brazil will pursue policies
aimed at eliminating illegal deforestation, cou-
pled with ambitious enhancement of carbon
stocks through reforestation and forest restora-
tion. For that purpose, Brazil intends to restore
and reforest 12 million hectares of forests by
2030. In line with its goal to expand the use of
renewable energy sources, Brazil intends that
its total energy matrix reach, by 2030, a share
of 28% to 33% from renewable sources (elec-
tricity and biofuels) other than hydropower.
Brazil also intends to improve low-carbon agri-
cultural and grazing land practices through the
promotion of sustainable agriculture and pro-
ductivity enhancement; to promote new, clean
technology standards for industry; to further
promote energy efficiency measures and to ex-
pand the use of non–fossil fuel energy sources
domestically.

Recognizing the need to accelerate the de-
ployment of renewable energy to help power
our economies, the United States and Brazil
each intend to increase the share of
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renewables—beyond hydropower—in their re-
spective electricity generation mixes to the lev-
el of 20% by 2030.

The Presidents, recognizing the importance
of managing hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs),
agreed to work multilaterally in the Montreal
Protocol to consider promptly amendment
proposals to phase down HFCs.

Brazil-United States Joint Initiative on Climate
Change

The two Presidents decide to launch a Joint
Initiative on Climate Change, which will be
implemented through a new high-level United
States-Brazil Climate Change Working Group
(CCWG) aimed at enhancing bilateral cooper-
ation on issues relating to land use, clean ener-
gy, and adaptation, as well as policy dialogues
on domestic and international climate issues.

The Working Group will begin its work by
October 2015. During its first meeting, the
CCWG will discuss a work program to address
areas of action for cooperation. The Climate
Change Working Group will be a platform to
manage some or all of the following initiatives,
as well as others that might be developed over
time.

Cooperation on Sustainable Land Use

As part of the new CCWG, the United
States and Brazil will promote actions on for-
ests, agriculture, and land use to contribute to
climate change mitigation and resilience as
well as enhance economic growth. Both coun-
tries are leaders in forest conservation and ag-
ricultural innovation and have implemented
land sector programs designed to enhance mit-
igation and increase adaptation capacity. Brazil
and the United States commit to new and im-
proved management of their forests, croplands
and grasslands to increase resilience in forests
and agricultural systems, safeguard the multi-
ple services they provide, and share this exper-
tise with other countries. Brazil and the United
States will take the following actions, among
others:

• Enhancing progress on reducing forest
degradation and preventing deforesta-
tion, including improvements in the pro-
ductivity of agricultural and grazing lands;

• Launching a Binational Program on For-
est and Land Sector Investment to im-
prove the conditions for attracting invest-
ments in sustainable forest management
and forest restoration, encouraging the
provision of ecosystem services, building
resilience, mitigating climate change,
and contributing to improved income
streams for farmers. This would include
convening a public-private Forum on In-
novative Forest Investment and launch-
ing a Binational Expert Group of govern-
ment agencies to improve the conditions
for forest investment in both countries.
These initiatives will identify and help
design appropriate financial and risk-mit-
igation mechanisms that aim to spur pri-
vate sector funding for forest restoration;

• Establishing technology partnerships for
basic and applied research on native spe-
cies to promote the acceleration of forest
restoration projects; 

• Deeper cooperation on monitoring, re-
porting, and verification of forest emis-
sions and forest carbon stocks;

• Continuing identification and establish-
ment of low-carbon agricultural practices
for promotion of sustainable agriculture
and productivity enhancements for the
sector;

• Reinvigorating the work of the Global
Research Alliance (GRA) for Agricultural
Greenhouse Gases;

• Building on collaborative efforts to en-
hance scientific research to address areas
that help farmers, in our countries and
globally, adapt to and mitigate climate
change impacts;

• Signing a Declaration of Intentions be-
tween the U.S. Forest Service and Brazil-
ian Ministry of Environment on solutions
to uncontrolled burning in tropical areas,
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information technology for tracking and
managing fire, and training managers,
scientists, and technologists; and

• Pursuing opportunities to coordinate
technical assistance in priority countries
and regions on reforestation, forest mon-
itoring, bioenergy production and low-
carbon agriculture. Priority areas in-
clude the Congo basin, Amazon basin,
and Caribbean island States, where ap-
plicable.

Cooperation on Clean Energy

The United States and Brazil will strengthen
bilateral cooperation mechanisms for energy,
including the Strategic Energy Dialogue,
which will hold a minister-level session
promptly and another meeting on October 8–9
2015.

• Renewable Energy: Taking advantage of
the abundant renewable resources in
both countries, we will expand research
on energy supply from renewable energy
sources, such as wind, solar, biomass, and
renewable transportation fuels.

• Energy Efficiency and Storage: Deepen-
ing existing cooperation, we will support
smart grid initiatives, the use of energy
efficient building materials and improve
industrial energy efficiency, including
through increased adoption of energy
management and efficient energy storage
systems, including batteries.

• Basic Energy Research: Exchanging ex-
periences related to research, develop-
ment and innovation, and fostering coop-
eration among universities and research
institutions in both countries through the
U.S. Energy Frontier Research Centers
and Brazil’s Scientific Mobility Program.

• Nuclear Power Generation: Benefiting
from the shared successful experiences
of both countries, Brazil and the United

States will cooperate on safe and sustain-
able nuclear power generation and tech-
nologies.

• Catalyzing Finance: Aiming to spur in-
vestment, the United States and Brazil
will seek to jointly pilot innovative fi-
nance instruments in Brazil designed to
mobilize new investments in renewable
energy, energy efficiency, and/or resil-
iency efforts.

Cooperation on Adaptation to Climate Change

Acknowledging the need to manage and re-
duce risks associated with climate change im-
pacts, such as drought and extreme weather
events, as well as the emerging opportunities
associated with managing and reducing these
risks, the United States and Brazil will work to-
gether, including through sharing experiences
related to national adaptation planning, to
build resilience to climate change impacts in
areas such as biodiversity and ecosystems; in-
frastructure, including energy; agricultural
production and food security; and water re-
sources.

The United States and Brazil will continue
collaboration on atmospheric and ecosystem
science research, building on the Green Ocean
Amazon 2014/2015 experiment through post-
doctoral educational exchanges between Bra-
zilian and U.S. universities and laboratories.

The United States and Brazil will cooperate
on managing issues at the nexus of water and
energy, in the context of climate change. As
our countries face prolonged and increasingly
intense droughts, we need to appropriately in-
tegrate energy-water planning and decision-
making; collaborate on sustainable hydropow-
er; improve resilient thermoelectric generation
resilience; and increase the efficiency of water
and wastewater treatment infrastructure sys-
tems.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.
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