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forms of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat-
ment or punishment around the world.

Generations of Americans have understood
that we must always act with conscience, even
in the chaos of war and even when our adver-
saries may not. Torture is not only inconsistent
with our Nation’s most deeply held values, but
also undermines our national security: by em-
boldening repressive regimes, by serving as a
pretext for terrorist recruitment and violent ex-
tremism, and by damaging our reputation as a
force for good in the world.

As President, I have made clear that the
United States legally prohibits torture without
exception and that all U.S. personnel are pro-
hibited from engaging in torture at all times
and in all places. I have also reaffirmed our
commitment to the Convention Against Tor-
ture. No nation is perfect, and the United
States must openly confront our past, including
our mistakes, if we are to live up to our ideals.
That is why I ended the CIA’s detention and
interrogation program as one of my first acts in
office and supported the declassification of key
details of that program as documented by the
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Hi, everybody. Five years ago, we finally de-
clared that in America, health care is not a
privilege for a few, but a right for all. And this
week, after more than 50 votes in Congress to
repeal or weaken this law, after a Presidential
election based in part on preserving or repeal-
ing this law, after multiple challenges to this
law before the Supreme Court, we can now say
this for certain: The Affordable Care Act still
stands, it is working, and it is here to stay.

On Thursday, when the Court upheld a crit-
ical part of the Affordable Care Act, it was a
victory for hard-working Americans all across
this country whose lives are more secure be-
cause of this law. This law means that if you’re
a parent, you can keep your kids on your plan
until they turn 26. If you're a senior or an
American with a disability, this law gives you
discounts on your prescriptions. You can’t be
charged more just because youre a woman.
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. I al-
so strongly support Congress’ efforts to codify
key elements of the Executive order I issued in
2009 on Ensuring Lawful Interrogations.

Torture is unfortunately still too prevalent in
the world today, which is why the United
States must continue to play a leading role to
eradicate it and address the needs of its vic-
tims. The United States is the largest supporter
of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Vic-
tims of Torture and supports a broad range of
programs that seek to rehabilitate and reinte-
grate torture victims. We also back efforts to
eradicate torture through human rights train-
ing for security forces, capacity building, and
improving prison and detention conditions
around the world.

Today I salute all the men and women striv-
ing to end the scourge of torture. I thank them
for reminding governments around the world
that upholding the fundamental commitment
to human dignity not only makes us who we
are, but also makes us stronger and more se-
cure.

And you can’t be discriminated against just for
having a preexisting condition.

This law is working exactly as it’s supposed
to and, in some ways, better than we expected
it to. So far, more than 16 million uninsured
Americans have gained coverage. Nearly one
in three Americans who was uninsured a few
years ago is insured today. The uninsured rate
in America is the lowest it’s been since we be-
gan to keep such records.

The law has helped hold the price of health
care to its slowest growth in 50 years. If your
family gets insurance through the workplace,
not through the Affordable Care Act, you're
paying about $1,800 less per year on average
than you would be if trends before this law had
continued, and that’s good for workers, and it’s
good for the economy.

The point is, this is not some abstract political
debate. For all the misinformation campaigns



and doomsday predictions, for all the talk of
death panels and job destruction, for all the re-
peal attempts, this law is helping tens of mil-
lions of Americans. This isn’t just about Obam-
acare, this is health care in America.

With this case behind us, we're going to
keep working to make health care in America
even better and more affordable and to get
more people covered. But it’s time to stop re-
fighting battles that have been settled again
and again. It’s time to move on.

Because as Americans, we don’t go back-
wards, we move forwards. We take care of each
other. We root for one another’s success. We
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strive to do better, to be better, than the gener-

ation before us, and we try to build something

better for the generation coming behind us.

With this behind us, let’s come together and

keep building something better right now.
Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:25 p.m. on June 25 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 27. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 26,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
June 27.
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Thank you. Well, welcome to the White
House. I thought we’d start off the week with
something we should do more often: a truly bi-
partisan bill signing.

For 6% years, we've worked to rescue the
economy from the worst financial crisis since
the Great Depression, to get it growing again
and to rebuild it on a new foundation for pros-
perity. Today, our businesses have created
more than 12 million new jobs in the past 5
years; that’s the longest streak of job growth on
record, 401(k)s have been replenished, the
housing market is stronger, and more than 16
million Americans have gained the financial se-
curity of health insurance.

But a constantly changing economy de-
mands our constant effort to protect hard-
working Americans and protect their success.
And one of the things we ought to be doing is
rewriting the rules of global trade to make sure
that they benefit American workers and Amer-
ican businesses and that they reflect American
values, especially now, while our economy is in
a position of global strength. The two bills that
I'll sign today will help America do just that.

The first will help us pass new, 21st-century
trade agreements with higher standards and
tougher protections than those that we've
signed before. The Trans-Pacific Partnership,

for example, includes strong protections for
workers and the environment. Unlike previous
agreements, those provisions will actually be
enforceable. And that’s good for American
businesses and America workers because we
already meet high standards than—higher
standards than most of the rest of the world.
So we want to make sure that everybody else
catches up. This agreement will help us level
the playing field.

The second bill offers even more support for
American workers. It renews and expands the
trade adjustment assistance program, which
provides job training and other assistance to
tens of thousands of American workers every
year. It gives us new tools to help American
steelworkers and folks in other critical indus-
tries fight against unfair practices by other
countries. It also reauthorizes AGOA, the Afri-
can Growth and Opportunity Act, which has
had strong bipartisan support for many years
now, and which helps open up markets in Afri-
ca to American businesses while making it eas-
ier for African businesses to sell their products
in America. And we're extending a similar pro-
gram to Haiti and renewing support for other
development—developing economies through
what’s known as the Generalized System of
Preferences.
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